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President's Page 

S DOU is more 

than a ros

ter of officers 

a n d directors. 

It j_s even more 

t:hian the sum to
tal of its mem

bership. SDOU 

is that portion 

of the thinking 
in South Dakota 
wihich devotes 
its energies as 

an organization 
to state-1wide studies of ibirds of all 
species, from the Largest to the small-. 
est, from the humming·bird to the 
Whooping Cl'ane. SiDOU does not 
distinguish between "�ame birds" 
and "non-�ame birds", between 
shorebirds and singing birds. It en
compass.es the study of all. SDOU 
was founded eight years ago on the 
ti.rm idea that the �atheriing and dis
semination of information about state 
bivds was an important contrilbution 
not only to the natural history of 
South Dakota but also to the conser
vation of natuval resources1 of the 
state. '!'he past presidents. of SDOU 
and the editors of BIRD NO'I1ES, in 
maintaining this goail, have •laid well 
the foundation stones of the organiz
ation. 

SDOU has allways insisted upon the 
presel'IVation of an ample stock of all 
avian species. It has, however, main
tained general open-mindedness on 
the harvest of populations in gener
ous supply .and under proper legal 
regulation. Many membel's, them-
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se·�ves avid fishermen and hunters, 
feel that the aims and purposes of 
SDOU are not in any sense inimical 
to those of other outdoor and con
servation groUJps in the state. The 
goal is ultimately the s:ame-'Lhe oon
s::rv1ation in aill its forms of South 
Dakota's vavied natUl'al resources, 
wi�il;h iillcl�qes the preservation of all 
av1an�es. 

But in the face of condition such 
as the drainage of marshes and pot
holes, the inundation of river bo�tom
lands, the tvansformation of pl'airie 
liand into cultivated fields, alil of 
which threaten drastically to reduce 
native cover and haibitat and diminish 
our wildlife, 1t is imperative that 
SDOU -ers repol't ahl information 
about the range and reJative abund
ance, or scarcity, of South Dakota 
species. This is particularly true of 
the Sparrow family. We have little 
reliab:e information aibout the nest
ing areas and populations of Baird's, 
Henslow's, Lecol[}Jte's, Sharp-tail and 
Grasslhopper Sparrows. Does Baird's, 
reported from the northwest, actually 
nest? Who has recently seen or 
found nests of Leoonte's, Henslow's or 
Grasshopper Sparrows? Or observed 
Sprague's Pilptt or the Chestnut-col
lared Longspur? Is Brewer's Spar
row, listed for northwestern portions 
of Nebraska, posstbly moving across 
our Southern border? To report any 
or all of these birds. would be a note
worthy contrtbution to SDOU and to 
South Dalwta ornithology. 

-Herbert Krause 
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An Ornithologist's Notes From the 

Canary Islands 
Miss Ruth Habeger 

FROM MARCH 23 to April 23, 1957, 
my sister and I lived on the is

land of Tenertl:f.e, the lar.g.est and most 
.picturesque of the Canary Islands off 
the northwest coast of Africa. The 
main object of my visit to this island, 
was to study tlhe different species of 
birds in their vartlous habitats. 

We spent most of the time on the 
nol'!th side of the island in the fam
ous vialley of Orotava. Ascending ail.
most ·directly above this valley is the 
snow ... caipped extinct volicano of Tey
de. The ascent from sea level to the 
peak of the volcano affords a great 
variety of habitats in a very short 
distance which made it an in:teres:ting 
study of bil'!d eco1ogy. Fil"om the coast 
i.niliand and on upwavd, one passes 
first 1Jhrough semi-Oesert scrub wit1!_ 
richer growth on the steep-<Sided bar
ranoos. This gradually gives way to 
a zone of evergreen broad-leaved 
trees. 'l1hen comes a zone of tree
less-heath. This is norma1ly follow
ed by the pine forest (Pinius can ari
ensis) but most of the forest has been 
cut in the last 100 years and the trees 
that remain standing are "swept" 
clean of needles and grass which is 
used for 1packi1Ilg bananas and for an
i.ma'l bedding. This, of course, has 
changed the character of the bil'!d 
population of the pine forest. 

Authorities say :the number of 
breeding species of land birds of this 
island is far fewer than on the near
est main1and with oomparaible hab
titats. This seems to be a oonunon 
charaictertlstic of islands in general. 

There are only •three endemic spe
cies in the Canartles: the Blue Chaff
inch (Fring.i.hla teydea), 1lhe Chat 
(SaxicoLa dacotioe), and the P1pit 
(Anthus berthe1oti). I am sorry to 
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report that I have seen none of 
these. I did .see 19 of the 43 species 
of birds of Tenertfe according to a 
study made in 1949 by David Lack 
and H. N. Southern of Ox.ford Uni
versity. They are as folJ.ows wi:th a 
brief descriiption of each: (Only the 
male descriptions are given. These 
are taken from Peterson's Field 

Guide to Birds of Britain and Eur

ope.) 

Raven (Corvus oorone) 25". All 
bl!ack, glossy in good 11ght. Heavy 
blaok bill. Often soars and �!ides 
with legs dangling and then spins 
around rapidly in descent. Found in 
all habitats, but extreme peak and 
desert. 

Linnet (Cardueles cannabina) 51h". 
Male has chestnut-1b:mwn mantle; 
dark brown wings and forked tail are 
edged with white; breast pinkish. 
Rare in thickets and hedges of coastal 
inland. Residents say it was former
ly in demand as a ca.ged bird. 

Canary (Serinus canarius) 41h". 
Streaked. yellowiish fiinch. Distin
guished by its s.tubby bilil and bright 
yellow rump. Much like our Pine 
siskin, but with more yellow on its 
body and it a.lso has .an occasional 
canacy-like song whicll is rtioh and 
musical and includes long rolls. 
Common in coastal re�n where 
there is cover, also in ail.I tyipes of for
ests and even aibov<e the tree-limit. 

Spanish Sparrow (Passer hespan
iolensis). Much like our House Spar
row but with the chestnut-red of nape 
extended over the croiwn and much 
more extensive blaok throat .and up
per breast, black-streaked flanks and 

blacker on tlhe bLaok. Very common 
aind tame in town around buildings. 

(Continued on Page 25) 
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Annual Meeti� · 

THE 1957 annual meeting of SDOU 
was held on Lacreek National 

Wildlife Refuge May 18-19 with excel
lent cooperaition in all deparitmenrt:s 
except the weather. In that one de
partment was rain and more vaiin. 

However, Refuge Manager Kenneth 
Krumm and his effitcient th.elipers did 
much to overcome .the handicaps im
posed by the mud, and it turned out 
that a good •time was had by all the 
guests. 

On F11idaiy evening the members 
and guests began to gaither in Martin, 
S. D. and appreciated the nice recep
tion and welcome tendered them in 
the basement of the Presbyterian 
Chru11dh, next door to the hotel. Mr. 

· T. M. McKee, ipresiident of the Mar
tin Chamber of Commerce, welcom
ed the group. Mr. Clair Rollings, As
siistanit Suipervisor, Wildlife Refuges, 
U. S. Fisth. and Wi>ldl:ifo Service, Min
neapolds, sth.owed his film of YeHow
stone Park and the Tetons. Mrs. 
Kxwnm and Mary Ann Krumm serv
ed coffee and coo�ies. 

'Ilhe r.ains had made the re·gul:ar 

road to th·e Refuge impassable and so 
the next mornmg the group was rout
ed over a slightly 1onger road to a 

corner of the Refuge wihere it was 
met by trucks to .t11ansport them to 
Headquarters after they had pairked 
their caxs at the picnic gr:ounds. There 
were also tractors standing by ready 
to help intrepid drivers who wanted 
to drive their oars in. The ride by 
truck was a "vista dome conducted 
tow' turning uip shal'p-tailed grouse, 
Lark sparrows, white peliicaoo, grebes•, 
cormorants and what have you. 

'Ilhe fieild ttiip continued unthl reg
istration and the progTam at Head
quarters. President Crutohett gave 
an address of welcome and rev1ew of 
last year, Hel'tbert Kraus.e presented 
the history of SiDOU, and Manager 
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Krumm told of Lacreek Refuge bird
Hfe ,and migrations. Then MT. Roll
ings showed a ftJm with accomipany
ing narrative 181bout .the management 
of Region Three wi1dlife refuges. 

A:t noon the weather relented and 
turned off the rain while the group 
ate a fine picnic lUil!Clh prepared and 
served on the lawn by Mrs. Krumm, 
Mrs. Crutchett and a fine COI'lpS of vol
unteer heilpers. 

The formal prog·ram continued with 
an interesting chlscuss,ion of the Nat
ural History of the Badlands Nation
al Monument by Superintendent John 
A. Rutter, and of the West River Na
tional Park Service Area birdllie by 
W1ay.ne Bey.ant, Paril: Naturalist, Wind 
Gave Nati.onaJ. Park. L. J. Moriarty, 
w.atertown, showed slides and told 
of his bi'l"ding in South Dakota and 
Mex1co. Before t:he business meeting 
and the meetiing of the board of diir
ectors, there Wias an opportunity for 
members to tell some of their .good 
bird experiences. This included the 
very informative impromptu discus
sion by State Game Warden W. B. 
Elley, Hot .Spriings, of the routes of 
·the SandhiH C:riane migrations. around 
1:1he Block HHils. 

At the business meeting the treas'
urer .. and the seare,tary each present
ed reports of theia- aictii.vruties during 
the year. The norruirriating committee 
made its repOI'lt and the membership 
elected five directors for terms of 
three years: Harry BehirenS, Raipid 
City; Kenneth Krumm, Martin; Ruth 
Haibeger, Madison; J. 0. Johnson, Wa
•ter.town; J. W. Johnson, Huron. 

.Fol:low:ing the business meeting the 
direotors he1d a meeting to complete 
theiir reor:ganization, and chose offi
cers as follows: president, Herbert 
KTause; vice-ipresideIJ.1t, N. R. Whitney, 
Jr.; secretary, J. 0. Johnson; trea-

(Continued on Page 26) 
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Spring Shore Birds, 1957 
Alfred Peterson 

TIME SPENT with the Shore Bi[-ds 
is time well spent . This spring 

of 1957 is the filfith in wihiiclh I have 
watched my fu.vodtes, the Shore 
Birds, as .they passed leisurely 
through the Lake Region of South 
Dakota. Conditions affecting the mi
g:rations v:ary f:mm year to year. 
Many of my best locations of two, 
three or four years ago are now of no 
use. Waiter levels fell below normal 
in 1956, so much so thiat thait part of 
Bitter Lake wes.t of the F1orence
W .aubay highway, which was most 
fruitful of ·exceptional records, be
came a bed of weeds. And so it was 
at the early part of this season. The 
Avocets, last year and this, took up 
residence in a bay off the main lake. 
'11hen, wih.en recent heavy downpours 
of rain filled most of our sloughs and 
ponds to overMowing, the contrary 
conditions prev.ailed-water, waiter, 
too muCh water, with exceptions. 
"Avocet ls1and" is ag,ain flourishing 
as a bird nursery, and a full quota 
of young Avocets should have their 
beginlllling there this summer. 

Now the record, wih.ich may be 
checked against those of previous 
years. 

Piping Plover. May 5, one seen on 
the shore of Bitter Lake, the west 
side, near the spot where 4 ( 1 adult 
and 3 young) were found Aug. 7, as 
irecovded in the Sept., 1955, number 
of Bird Notes. 

Semipalmated Plover. May 10, two 
only on a trip to Lake Cochrane, Lake 
Alice and home, thait turned up a fine 
lot o Shore Biirds otherwise. 5\12, 1 
a,t Fox Lake. 

Killdeer. An early airriv·al, always 
dependable, and common. 

Golden Ploveti. A half dozen re
ports of Go1den B1over, in flocks of 
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20 to 14, came to me from May 3 oo 
May 8, but I did not catch sight of 
any until Maiy 22, when I saw 14 on 
a pl:owed fie1d puddle of shallow wa
ter at AJibee. '11he foillowing morning 
one lay dead on the highway at Tun
erville. Then, a little later the same 
day, 70 by oouillt occupied a bit of 
pasture Land art; Kranzburg. By mid
afternoon they had vacated the place, 
to be seen there again May 29, near 
the end of the day. 

Black-bellied Plover. May 22, nine 
at Tunerville; 5[27, 3 at Fox Lake. 

Ruddy Turnstone. May 22, one at 
.Ai1bee; 5[14, 14 at Hayti; 5[29, 2 at 
South W.aubay lake and 15 at Lake 
Winnewassa. 

Bartramian Sandpiper. April 30, 
tw,o near Round Lake. Since that 
date 1 or 2 have been alerted on each 
day of investigation. 

Spotted San dpiper. June 12, sever
al, G11ant COIUillty. 

Solitary Sandpiper. May 14, one. 
Solitary, yes, but should appear oc
casionaily, bo1Jh sp["ing and fall. 

Willet. May 2, ·frive up Waubay 
way. Henceforth a fairly common 
summer resident, never in large 
flocks, but from 1 to 3 here and there. 
I do not recaJJ. seeing them away from 
water at any itime. 

,Greater Yellow-legs. April 10, five 
over the lake at Clear Lake; 5\5, 1 at 
Florence. Other reports received. 

Lesser Yellow-legs. April 16, four. 
Now common in greaiter or lesser 
numbers, the last date 5\29, 2 at Bit
ter Lake. 

Pectoral Sandpiper. May 4, one at 
Fox Lake. This is another common 
migrant. The last date 5\27,4. 

White-rumped Sandpiper. May 4, 
one. Seveval seen May 10, 15, 24. 

Least Sandpiper. May 11 ,  twenty ait 

SOUTH DAKOTA BIRD NOTES 

'I 

�i 



Fox Lake, apart from al1l others; 5j15, 
some at Colman. 

Red-backed Sandpiper. May 11, ten 
or 12 at �ox Lake. Ratiher sparingly 
later at several 1places. ,the last 5j29 at 
Bitter Lake. 

Dowitcher. May 10, about twenty; 
5111, 25; with other dates, the last 

5122, 4. 
Stilt Sandpiper. May 9, a IliUffiber 

at Lake Norden. Other dates 5j22, 14 
at Altamont; the latest 5129, 2 at Biit
ter Lake. 

Semipalmated Sandpiper. May 5, 
fow on Bitter Lake. Several later 
recovds but not in abundance . 5j26, 
few at Fox Lake. 

Marbled Godwit. May 4, two at 

Salt Lake. Elsewhere, three dates, 
total of 9, which does not fairly rep
resient the Godwit population, since 

·they are scattered for the nesting. 
They gather into lal'.ge flocks before 
their departure in tan. 

Hudsonian Godwit: May 9, eight 
at Lake Nol'den. Total of 78 Later, 
whitch covers a number of localities. 
The latest date, 5j23, 2 at Tunerville. 
This bi:rd is nearly always listed 
as rare. During the years I have been 
rewarded by many saitiisd:actory sighlt 
records. 

Sanderling. May 14, four at Hay
ti; 5j29, 2 at South Waubay Lake. 

Avocet. Aipril 19, one at Salt Lake. 
May 29, UIPWard of 20 cou1d be seen 

:fu'iom a ciar on higlhrway that curtis 
through tJhe southwest reach of Bitter 
Lake. A summer resident, it seems 
that wherever one �oes in the Wau
bay region, and to the south and west 
for some distanc·e, the Avocet is sure 

to be seen. It feeds in shaJ.low wat

er, keeping step with the side to side 
motion of its bill as it sweeps the bot
tom, and swims easily when on deep
er water. 

Wilson's Phalarope. :May 4, two at 
Salt Lake. Seen many times but ne
ver in such numbers as in 1956. Nests 

sparingly. 
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Registration At 
La creek 

Mr. and Mrs. Kenneth Kirumm, La
Creek; Mr. and Mrs. Axohie Kings
bury, Martin; Mr. and Mrs. Charles 
P. Or.wtcll.ett, Armour; Mr. and Mrs. 
Wiihlis Ha11, Yankton; Mr. Lowry El
liott, Milibank; Mr. and Mrs. Arthur 
Rtss, Bdg Stone City; Miss Alice John
son, Miss Gertrude Bachman, Miss H. 
Elva Smith, Mrs. Fred Burton, Rapid 
City; 

Miss Maible Cummings, Rapid City; 
Almred Peterson, Brandt; Miss Julia 
MaoNern, Miss El:siie Day, Chicago; 
Clair T. Roliliings, Minneapolis; For
rest Bl'ooks, Lacreek; Mr. and Mrs. 
Herman F. Chapman, Sioux Falls; 
Mr. and Mrs. Howard Huenecke, Du
ane Norunan, Sand Lake; Herbert 
�rause, Sioux F.a11s; 

iMan1ford Bi:11, W. B. Elley, Hot 
Spri.nigs; Mr. acrid Mrs. J. 0. Johnson, 
Mr. and Mrs. L. J. Mol"li.arty, Water
town; Ira N. Wallin�ord, Martin; 

Mrs. D. S. Baugihman, Mrs. Ethel Dob
iLar, Madison; Mrs. Oarol Breen, Hofily 
Breen and Robert Breen, Hurley; WH
liam Ireland, Lacreek; 

John A. Rutter, Cedar Pass; Dr. 
and Mm. N. R. Whitney, Jr., Rapid 
City; Mr. and Mrs. Charles H. Ro�ge, 
Sioux Falls; Mr. and Mrs. L. B. Yar
ger, Viickey and Terry Y1arger, Rapid 
Cdty; Mr. and Mrs. Donald Rice, Tut
ihi.ll; Wayne Bryant, Wind Oave; Mrs. 
Ailtce Krumm, Decorah, Iowa; Mr. 
and Mrs. Scott Findley, Sioux Fal!ls. 

Northern Phalaropei. May 22, 
about sixty on Salt Lake and 5 at Al
bee; 5j23, 4 at FlJOrence; 5124, 2 at 
Hayiti; 2 1at F.ox Lake the same day; 
5125, 15 at Fox Lake; 5129, aibout 50 
scattered. on Bitter Lake. 
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Combined List of Birds Seen On Lacreek 

Refuge May 18-19, 1957 

Eared Grebe Black Tern Paru.la Waribler 
Western Grebe Mourning Dove My:rit1e W aribler 
Pied-<b11led Grebe Great Horned Owl Audubon's W1aribler 
White PEilica:n Belted Kingfisher BLack-1lhroated Green 
Double-.crested Red-'headed Woodlpecker Warble:r 

Cormorant Hairy Woodpecker Chestnut-sided Warbler 
Great Blue Heron Downy Woodpecker B1ack-ipo11 Wa:I"bler 
Black-crowned Night IDaste:rin Kdngbird Ovenbird 

Heron Western Kingibi.rd Northern Water-Thrush 
American Bittern Eastern Phoebe Y ellow-<throat 
Canada Goose Say's Phoebe YeHow-1breasted Ghat 
Maillard Least Flycatcher :AiLeol.ated Warbler 
Gad wall Western Wood Pewee American Red:start 
Pintad:l Horned Larik House Sparrow 
America.n W1dgeon rree Swa11ow Boboliink 
Blue-winged Tea:! Bank Sw;aillow Eastern Meadowlark 
Sihovelil:er Rough-winged Swalfow Western Meadowtlark 
Redhead Barn Swallow Ye1low-iheaded B1ackibi.rd 
Lesser Scaup ClWf.f Swallow Rediwinged Bliackibird 
Bu:f:lllehead Blue Jay Ore.hard Oriole 
Ruddy Duok Black-billed Magpie Baltimore Oriole 
Cooper's Haiwk Common Crow Bullock's Or1ole 
Marsh Haiwk Black-oaipped Ch:ic�adee Rusty B1ac�bird 
Pra1rie Fa1con Horuse Wren Pul'Ple Grackle 
Sparrow Haiwk Short-1bil!l.ed Marsh Common Cowibird 
Sharip-taiiled Grouse Wren Scarlet Tanager 
Ring-necked Pheasant Mockingihlrd American Goldfinch 
Viirginia Rail Brown Thrasher Eastern Towihee 
Sora Robin Spotted Towhee 
Amemcan Coot Swainson's Thrush Lairk Brunting 
K:iIJkleer Gray-cheeked Thrush Grasshopper Sparrow 
Black-bellied Plover Sprague's P.ipit Vesper Sparrow 
Common Snipe Logger1head Shrike Lark Spairrow 
UpLand Pilover Starling Chipping Sparrow 
Spotted Sandpiper Bell's Vireo Olay-colored Sparrow 
wrnet YeHow-throated Vireo Harris' Sproirow 
Lesser Yellowlegs Solitary Vireo White-crowned Sparrow 
Dowitciher Black and White Wihite-throaited Spa:rirow 
Avocet Warbler Lincoln's Spa:rirow 
Wfilson's Plhalarope Tennessee War1bler Swamp Sparrow 
Rrl.ng-billed GU111. Orange-crowned Song Sparrow 
F:rianklini's Gu11 Warbler Ohestnut-Collared 
Forster's Tern Yellow Wwbler Longspur 
Common Tern Magnolia Warbler 
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Ornithologist's Notes 
(Continued from Page 20) 

Common Chaffinch (F:ringi;l.la coe

lebs) 6". Commonest finch. Distin
gulis:hed by bold doUJble white wing
bars and in :f1igiht by whi:te outer tail 
feathern. PJnkish-1brown below, with 
chestnut mantle, greeni.sh rump, and 
slate-<blue crown and nape. Prefers 
forests. 

Corn Bunting (Emberiza ca1andra) 
7". Sandy brown, streaked above 
and below. No white on w.ings or 
tail. Oommon in cultivated coastal 
uplands singing fr.om walls and tele
phone wires. 

Gray Wagtail (MotaciJ:la cinerea) 
7". A very long, bl1ack tail with oon
sp1cUJOus white outer feathers., blue
. gray Uipper parts and yellow under 
tail-coverts. Breast bl'iJ.:liant yellow. 
A very common, iiriencUy 1bird who 
can be seen running fearlessly along 
the 1aquaduct walls close to the wasih
el"Wiomen; it is so tame that it is 
known by the natives as the "Laveinl
de11a" which is the Spanish word for 
washerwoman. It is loved by the 
islander,s much as we love the robin. 

Blue Tit (Parus caeruleus) 41h". A 
little smaller than our Black-capped 
Ohickadee but just as acrobatic when 
feeding and has a simil.:ar voice. '!'his 
Tit has a b:rdgiht blue crown, wings, 
and tail. Ye1low underparts, white 
cheeks wi:tih black ldne through the 
eye and around the nape and cheek t.o 
a blue-blaick chin. Common from 
coast t.o uwer limits of pine forest 
wherever there are any trees and 
shl'Ulbs. 

Great Gray Shrike (Lanius excub
it.or) 91h". Very s:imiJ.a.r to OUT Nor:th
ern shrike except its tail is a little 
longer. Seen occasionally on the 
south side of the island near cultivat
ed fie�ds. 

Blackcap (Sylvia artiaapiJ:la) 5¥.!". 
This is one of the capped warblers of 
the islland. Glossy black crown down 
to eye..,level, upper par.ts gr:ayish 
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brown, sides of head and underparts 
ashy gray. Seen usually where there 
is thick growth. Many in the Bot
anical Gardens of the Orotava. Walks 
along the ground in a manner sim
Har to the robin. 

Blackbird (Tul1dus merula) 10". 
Sturdy ail-black ibird with b:rd·ght 
Ol"aIJig.e yelLow bHll. and eye rim. Com
mon in town gardens and other areas 
witlh trees a:nd in banana plantations. 
The occasional song has a thrush
like quality. 

Swift (Alpus apus) 6¥.!". All b1ack 
.plumage, long, scythe-shaped wings; 
short forked tail. Flound near the 
coast. 

Pallid Swift (A,pus palllidus) . 
Much like the above ·except found in 

alpine regions . 
Boopoe (Upupa epops) 11". Un

mistakable. Both sexes have pink
ish-1brown plumage, body barred, 

black and white wings and tail, long, 
b1ack-tipped erectile crest and long 
c urved bill. Voice a low far-carrying 
'lpoo-poo-<poo" and ·allso seve:rial mew
ing notes in action. Flight Lazy and 
undulating. FOUllld in open busihy 

country. Nests in holes of old trees. 
Wlhen resting on the rough lava rock, 
iit is completely camoUiflaged. 

Egyptian Vulture (Neophron perc
napt&US) 23-26". Has distinctive 
f1light silihouette, with long straight
edged but pointed black and white 
wtlngs and wedge-,shaped white tail. 
Found uS1Uallly higlh up on the novth
ern coast and over cultivated areas. 

Herring Gull (Larus argentatus) 

22". Similar to our herring gull, but 
yellow legs instead of pink. 

Great Black-backed Gull (Larus 

marinus) 29". Adults black above 
edged with wihiite; the rest of the 
body is Wlhite. FLesh legs. Large 

Ili'llffiber folilowing ship at the port of 
Santa Oruz. 

Turtle Dove (Streptopelia turtur) 
11 ". Recognized by slender shape 
and well-g11aduated black tail with 
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white edges. Black and whtl.te patch 
on side of the neck. Common in gar
dens of coastal ar,eas in large trees. 
Voice is so:liter and Sileepier than that 
of other pigeons. 

Barbary Partridge (Alectoris bar
baira) 13". One of the red-legged 
partridges which can be identified by 
its broad cfuestnut cciliar and blue
gr;ay ah.eeks. Found in desert and 
high altitudes. Now it is scarce be
cause it has been huruted. 

Peroaps the two most interes,ting 
birds on the isLand (of those which I 
have seen) are the Gray Wagtail and 
the Hioopoe. 

The Grny Wagtail is interestmg be
cause of its fearlessness and for the 
enthusiasm wih�c.h the natives have 
for it. 

The Hoopoe is Like no otherr bird 
whioh I have ever seen. Its conspic
uous brown and white zebra-like 
markings show only when it is im. 
flight. When the bird rests among 
the brown-iblack lav1a rock, all the gay 
markings are hidden and iit is rarely 
seen. It is a pleasure to watch iits 
diipping flight Wlith iits high crest heLd 
now up and now down. Its main food 
is butteml:ies whiiah it catches with its 
,long, curved bihl while in fhlght. 

* * • * 

THE BLRDS OF DAKOTA COUNTY, 
NEBRASKA, by the late T. C. Steph
ens, M. D., Sc. revised and annotated 
by William Youngworth. Occasional 
Papers, No. 3, Nebras�a Ornitholo
.gists' Union, 19'57. Crete, Nebraska, 
28 .pages, map. $1.00. 

This list of the birds of the extreme 
northeastern county of Nebraska is 
of particular interest to South Dakota 
ornithologists, especially when con
sidered with The Birds of Union Coun
ty, South Dakota, by Stephens, Young
worth and Felton, and when we re
member that Union County is just 
across the Missouri River from Dako
ta County. 
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Annual Meeting 
(Continued from Page 2'1) 

SUJrer, L. J. Moriarty; editor, J. S. 
Findley. Tlhe directors also selected 
Sioux Fahls for the 1958 meeting on 
the third week end of May. 

In the evening the annuail banquet 
was held in the dining room of the 

American Legion Memori.!iil building 
in Martin. Chairman Krumm called 
on President Crutcfuett, President
eleot Ki':ause and H. F. Ohapman to 
speak and then introduced Chtef 
Bl!ackElk who made very apt remarks 
on trilbal and bird lore, and then in 

turn introduced Lavern. Y a.Mton who 
hel!Ped hiim demonstrate Oglala Sioux 
songs and da.D1Ces 

The next morning there was anoth
er fie1d trip on tJhe Refuge fo1lowed 
by another good picnic lunch in the 
headquarters buhlding, befure the 
meetlling broke up as the members be
g;an the drives back to thei.r homes in 
v:arious parits of the State. At the 
lunch a combined list was compiled 
of the birds seen on the Refuge. It is 
printed elsewhere in thiis Bird Notes. 

• • • • 

THiE BlRD BIOGRARHLES OF JOHN 
JAMES AUDUBON, edited by Alice 
Ford. The Macmillan Company, New 
York, 1957. 304 :pages. 12 full color 
plates. $10.00. 

A 7"x10" book containing 80 of the 
ornithological biographies which Aud
UJbon wrote to accompany his great 
folio, The Birds Of America. The 
selection from the 500 biographies has 
been ,good, from puffins to parakeets, 
from Laiborador to Louisiana, from 
common to uncommon. Audubon 
wanted to write "a pleasing as well 
as .an instructive book", and here we 
have perhaps the most pleasing and 
the most instructive of the biogra
phies. Adding greatly are the illus
trations, reproductions for the first 
time of 12 AudUlbon originals. 

This is intm-esting reading for 
bird watcher or ornithologist. 
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j General Notes of Special Interest J 
LAZULI BUN'illNGS AT HURON
Three Lazuld Buntings were seen in 
Huron this Spring. 

The first, on May 8, caused some 
trouble wit'h iden:tilication. Its oolors 
were hardily classical. On the other 
hand they were too near those of this 
bird for it to be anything else. 

The second was seen in the fore
noon of May 25 by Mrs. a.nd Miiss Ket
eHe, Mrs. H. M. Pierce, Mr. and Mrs. 
Keck visiting :£rom Bronxville, N. Y., 
Mrs. J ohnscm. and myself. Lt was 
studied for about 30 miinutes at dis
tances of 30 to 75 feet, in good light, 
with 7x50 binooulars, by all of us, and 
none ood any doUJbt of its identifica
tion. .Alll marks were seen clearly. 
Its blue was thought rather lighter 
than usual but othel'IWli.se aJ:l marks 
were according to pictures. 

'I1he ·thixd was seen the same mor:n
iJng by some members of the same 
group, a quarter of mile .from the sec
ond and more than an hour later. The 
location was near the place the first 
had been seen. Its ,blue was clearly 
darker tJhan that of the second, but 
with that ex;ception it was the same. 

None of us had 1seen this species be
fore east of Pierre. The locatiOIIlS 
were alOIIlg the foot of the hilils just 
west of the James River. The first 
and third were be.low the end of Sev
enth Street, .and the second below the 
end of Fourth street.--.T. W. John
son, Buron, S. D. 

• • * 

BARROW'S GOLDENEYE AT AR
MOUR-Lake Anahpe is a pond of 

3 or 4 acres located in the edge of Ar
mour. On April 15, 1957, I found on 
this lake 1 pair of coots, 3 pairs of 

baldpates, 3 pairs od: shovelers, 1 fe
maile lesser scaup, 3 gadwaHs and 1 
Barrow's goldeneye. 

JUNE, 1957 

I had seen an American goldeneye 
on the pond on another occasion and 
s0 I checked particularly on the white 
spot ibefore the bill and noted that it 
was the crescent of the Barrow's with 
which I had been acquain� during 
4 summers spent on a homestead iin 
west central .Ailberta close to the 
Rocky MoUJntains. There was a small 
pond on tJhe homestead and there 
were timbered shores on two sides of 

the pond. During the summer of 
1916, one or two pairs of Barrow's 
go1deneyes and one or two pa.iirs of 
bufif-leheads were on the pond all sum
mer. I felt sure that both species 
nested in the trees, but some cursory 
searching did not reveal the nests. 
A1thougih the Barrow's go1deneye 
seems to be a rare visitor to South 
Dakota, I am persuaded tihat my pre
vious :familiairity with. the duck in Al
berta justiillies th.e fee1ing that my id
entifiication of the bird at Lake Onah
pe on April 15 was correct.-Charles 
P. Crutchett, Armour, S. D. 

* * * 

RING-NECKED DUCK-The Ring
neck was more oommon than usuaJl. 
in the apring m.igIDation this year. A 
groUJp of 20, in the company of many 
Lesser Scaups, were attracted to the 
farthermost corner of Clear Lake, at 
the outlet, and a like number to Sut
ton's Lake norrt;h of the town of Clear 
Lake. They were also seen at sev
eral other p1aces. 

It was dear that ·the Ringneoks pre
ferired segregation, although th.e Les
ser Scaups outnumbered them heav
ily, for they .generally kept to them
selves and stayed longer than the 
others at the best patcihes of under
water plant growth. 

By their marks slhaJ:l y.ou know 
them. The white spot before the wing, 
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'Wlhen at a considerable distance, 
shows clearly; the ,trianguliar head 
shaipe is quite noticeable; the black, 
or dark, back should be detected; and 
at close range the ringed bi11 stands 
out Sharply.-A If r e d  Peterson, 

Brandt, S. D. 
* * * 

KILLDEER NES'DLNG ON ROAD
WAY-A unique nesting s:iite was es
tablished by a KNJ.deer on the road
way traversing tJhe Lacreek National 
Wildlile Refuge. The nest, containing 
four eggs, w1as first noticed during 
the last week in June in the center of 
the roadway with traffic pass.mg over 
it daily. When first noted the brood
ing female exhibited the deooying 
filight at the approach of vehicles, but 
as incUJbatiOIIl advanced the b.Wd 
would patter de11bemtely o:lif the trail 
a few yards to await 1passage of the 
car and would return shortly to the 
nest. Although interrupted several 
times daily in the brooding task, the 
bird suacessfully :brought off the 
young which commenced hatching on 
July 5. 

The nesting s:ite was left unmarked 
due to the possiiibJe sweTVing of ve
hicles or inivestigatiion of the markers 
by other birds or mammaJis. N esiting 
sites on the margm of roadways are 
not unusual but 1Jhls site midway be
tween the main Wlheel tracks wias 
somewhat unusual, as was the suc
cessful hatohdng of the young on the 
used r.oadway.-Kenneth Krumm, 

llacreek Refuge, Martin, S. D. 
* * * 

COTURNIX QUAIL-Something new 
has been added to the :fauna of Day 
Oou:nty. Ten pairs of Coturnix were 
released in May by the Day County 
ahaipter of the Isaac Walton League, 
after they were banded by the state 
Dpartment of Gaine, Fish and Parks .. 

'11he Co1Jurniix is the nat1v·e quail of 
centma:l and southern Europe, North 
Africa and . most of Asia. There are 
several species and subspecies which 
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are more or less migmtO!l"Y. 'Dhe spe
cies released is the least migratory. 
It is more hardy than the Bobwhite 
w:hidh it is intended to supplement 
rather than to SIJiPP}ant. It also has a 
higih reproductive rate and is a good 
game b1rd. 

The Coturnix is somewhat smaililer 
than the Bobwhite. '11he live weight 
on most Bobwhite is 6 to 61h ounces, 
and on the Cotuirnix it is 41h to 51/2 
ounces. DUJring the mating season 
the male of thesre quail-like birds has 
a cihocolate brown throat wrule the 
female's throat is much ligihier in 
color. '11he female is usualLy a little 
la'l'ger than the male. 

European Quail, a species of Cotur
nix, have been used in the dog field 
trials at Spencer and Stur:gis, South 
Dakota, and :possibly may have added 
Cotur:nix in those loc1a1ities .also.
Arthur R. Lundquist, Webster, S. D. 

* * * 

RING-BLLLED GULLS MOVE-The 
co1ony of Ring-1biUed Gulls whiClh Ar
thur R. Lundquist described as nest
ing on Bitter Lake in South Daikota 
(Bird Notes VII-3, page 37, Sept. 1955) 
has changed its location. lt abandon
ed as a nesting site the old island 
whiClh was wansiformed inrto a point 
of Land by low s.tage of water in 1956. 
E1rom the southwest a long sweep of 
stony gvaissland exitenids ldke an arm 
into the lake toward the eastern 
shore, and at land!S end, also on a 
small isrland near b�'" the colony has 
come to rest for the season.-Alfred 
Peterson, Brandt, S .D. 

* * * 

UNION COUNTY SPR;ING NOTES
Several dayis :flrom May 15 to May 23, 
1957, were spent in Union County 
touring the Felton Woods on the 
banks of the Missouri River and the 
!timber along the Big Sioux River. 
W a'.l'lbler records were sipotited and I 
like to blame it on the teirnifi.c rain 
storms in Texias, w:hiclh no d01U1bt he1d 
birds and then sent therm north in 
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surges. '11wo maJe Laxuli Bllliltings 

were seen on May 22 near the Hunt
er Bridge. A male Cerulean Warbler 
was watched in the same area for 

a!bout an hooc. Despite reports that 
tJhis waribler is a fair.J.y common sum
mer resident in South Dakota, this is 
the writer's :fo-st record for this SiPe
cies in over thirty years of birding 

in the Sioux Ciity area. As I recall, 
the 1ate Dr. T. C. Stephens reported 
this species· only OlllCe i:n over forty 
years of extremely active field work 
in the entire three-sitate area. 

Other wariblers seen were the 
Black and White, Tennessee, Orange
crowned, Yehl.ow, Myrtle, Mai�no1ia, 
Chestnut-sided, Bay-.breasited, Black
poll, Oven1bird, Mounting, N ortlhern, 
Yel1owthroat, Chat, WdJson, Canada, 
and Redstarit. 

Tthe B1ue�headed Vireo and a nice 
flock of Bobolinks were also seen.
Wm. Youngworth, Sioux City, Iowa. 

* * * 

GOLDEN P,LOV1ERS IN DAY COUN
TY---.About 6:30 p. m. on May 3, 1957, 
Mr. ,and Mrs. Leonal'd v.ander Lind

en came and asked me to go for a 
short ride to see some Golden Plov
ers. A mile nOI'!th of Webster we 
saw the flock of 50 in a pasture. What 
a thrihl!! Their dark bellies and the 

whiite question mairks on their necks 
and heads made them stand out very 
clea11ly. We studied them wiith our 
binoculars until Mr. and Mrs. Nor
man Martinson drove up. The birds 

:flew aaross the r.oad and alighted 
onliy a little way from us so we all 
studied them until I had to leave. 

Many more of our Webster bird 
1overs sarw them illlClruding Amt Lund
quist, Rich J!1iksdal, Warren and Ev
erett Sewehl, Dr. and Mrs. Caldwell, 
Mrs. Lester Knott, Dr. Duncan, MT. 
and Mrs. Julius Flagstad, and prob

ably many oth&S. 

Mr. and Mrs. A. M. Bierschbach re
port that they saw Golden Rlovers 
not only this year but also in 1954 in 

JUNE, 1957 

the same general area. They live on 
a farm about a half mile IlJOl'lth of 
Webster and are doing their best to 
attract birds to their lovely f,arm 
home and y,aro. 

Kermit Parks, who lwes 10 miles 
southwest of Webster, says he has 
seen filociks of Plovers on his farm 
every year for the past 15 years in 
filooks that varied in Slize from 25 uip 
to 100 birds. AB they were doing their 
spring fie1d work they would come 
upon the Go1den Plover that would 

move in their ah<m11Cteristic stOtp-and-
go manner. Mr. Plai"ks is verry con
servation minded and has done muoh 

to preserve wild life with many pro-
tected areas on his farm where hunt-
ing is prohiJbiited. At present he is 
cultivating 10 acres of new trees.-_..t../-� 
Herman Chilson, Webster, S. D. � 

* * • 

MliSCELLANY---.Am Lundquist, Web
ster, says a :flock of Golden Plover 
stayed in the neighborhood for a 
week or more while many observers 

went out to see them. Another flock 
was seen no:r;th of HOlmquist about the 
same time. 

May 23 seemed to be W1aiibler Day 

in Webster. Lundquist saiw 13 S1Pecies 
as he walked to wo11k thait morning. 
He sarw no new "filrsts" but a few 
were not common. 

.Speaking of warblers: A'1fred Peter

son Lists those he saw this Spring: 
B1ack and Whiite, Tennessee, Orange
crowned, Nashville, Yellow, Magnolia, 

Myl1tle, Bliack-.throated Green, Ohest
nut-sided, Bliack-ipoll, Palm, Oven
bird, Grinnell's Water Thrush, 
Mourning, Yellow.throait, Pileolated, 
Reds tart. 

Even the Sioux Valley Farm woman 
in her newspaper colJUmn mentioned 

the Parulas she had seen near Sioux 

Fal!ls,-"Ail.m.ost as colorful as para
keets". 

Two lilb11aries reported that never 

before had there been suclh a demand 
for bird books, and a bookstore said 
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that Peterson's GUli.de was among the 
best sellers. 

The Arthur Riss, Big Stone City, 
had an orderily procession of Whip
poor-wilJs at their window that re
minded them of those they had known 
in Illinois. 

Dermis L. Carter, Fairmont, Minn., 
added to the Whistling Srwans seen 
in South Dakota this Sprd.ng. With 
Charles Lac\Y he saw 8 flying up the 
Missouri River west of E1k Point, Un
ion County, on Maroh 25. Later the 
same day there were 4 more on Hol!rn
berg Slough, MinnehaJha County. Also 
there was an adult Bald Eagle at the 
mouth of the VermiliLi.on River, Olay 
County, on the same day. 

There is SJQIIlething in a g,ame bird 
over and above its pound of flesh. 
You don't "need" the meat any long
er: for you don't know what hunger 
is, save by reading of it. Tcy the field 
glass and the camera, instead of the 
ever:liaisting gun. Any fool can take a 
five-dolla1" gun and kill a bird: but 
it takes a genius to photogr1aph one 
wild bill"d and get a "good one". As 
hiulllters the cameria men have the 
best of it. One good live-hird photo
graph is more of a tr01PhY and a tri
umph than a bushel of dead birds.
William T. Hornaday in National 

Parks Magazine. 
• • • 

SWAJN1SON'iS HAWKS-On the af
ternoon of May 5, 1957, we saiw two 
1P!liks of Swainson's Haiwks along the 
gravel road leading east from Mac's 
Oorner and Stephan on higihway 34 
east of Pierre, not many mil.es from 
the Hyde-Hand County line. 

Ahl four bil'ds were studied at dis
tances of about 30 feet wirt:h 7x50 bino
cllllars by our entire party which also 
included Mrs. H. M. P.ieroe, Mrs. John
son, and Mary .Aibel'deen Ketelle. The 
details of theill" mar�ingis, down to in
dividual breast feathers, were clearly 
seen. Only one of the birds was alal'ID
ed by the approach of the "ar, whic:h 
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wias stopped �site the fence posts 
on Wlhidh they sat in one case. We ob
served them from the car which serv
ed as a blind. 

Th first bird took off as the car 
came near his post, but he merely 0·" 
cir'Cled for a few moments, tJhen drop-
ped down to oopu1ate with his mate 
on the adpacent post. 

The second pair, a few miles east, 
remained on tJheir pos1s on opposite 
sides of the road w'mle the car was 
stopped between them. After our 
1'eisUTely study, we weIJlt on leaving 
the birds still una1armed on their� 
pos,ts.-J. W. Johnson, Huron, S. D. 

• • • 

DOiW!NY WIOODFEOKER EATS 
StJiNFILOWER SEEDS-My wife and 
I have spent countless hours watching 
the Juncos, Chickadees, Nuthatches 
and Blue Jays feeding on our sun
flower seeds and also the Downies 
and Hairies making their repeated 
trips to the suet. 

Imagine our surprise when we saw 

a female downy coming to the bird 
feeder for a sunflower seed! She 
took it to a nearby tree and put it 
in the crevice of the bark and pro-
ceeded to eat it and then come back 
for more. We saw her do this many 
times a day for over a two week 
period during our winter vacation at 
Pickerel Lake the latter part of Jan
uary and the first week of February 
1957. We have many downies and 
hairies but this female was the only 
one who had evidently decided to 
copy the Nuthatch.-Herman P. Chil- A)('/ 
son, Webster, S. Dak. � * * * � 

The Cover 
'l1he cover picture of a Lark Bunt

ing, by Wayne Trimm, New York 
Conservation Commission and form
erly of Sioux Falls, belongs to the 
Sioux Falls AuduJbon Society and is 
used again with its permission. It 
was used on Bil'd Notes' Vol. I, No. 1. 
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MAMMAL.g OF THE MAJOR LONG 
EXPEDITION, 1823, 1by He:r;bert 
Kr:ause, appeared in the Spring, 1957, 
number of the Minnesota Naturalist. 
It is the leading al1tiicle in the maga
zine and continues the series which 
was introduced ·by P.rof. Krause's ar
ti<ile on the orntthollogy of the ex
pedition, whlcll was reviewed briefly 
in t.lhe Maroh, 1957, Bird Notes. The 
present airttcle lists and comments on 
the animals, or the scarctty of them 
:fiound by the expedition as it went 
f.rom Prairiie du Chien up the Miss
issippi to the Minnesota River, thence 
to Big Stone Lake, Lake Thaverse, 
down the Bois des Stoux and Red Ri
vers to the international boundary M 
Pembina (where an oak posit was set 
to mark the baundary) ;  then on to 
Lake Winnipeg, down to Rainy Lake 

· and then to Fort William. It was quite 
a journey but un;produotive for the 
bird lister and t.lhe mammalogi:st, al
though Krause points out accomplish
ments politioa.1ly, geo1o�calily, topo
graphically, and perhaps in other 
fields. Keating, who wrote the nar-
11ative of the expedition, remarked, 
"Since the estaiblislhment of the gar
rison at Fort St. Anthony they (buf
falo) have all been destroyed or they 
have removed faritlher west."' Krause 
thiinks since the establishment of set
tl:emen ts and cllliltiviation, they have 
been destroyed and there is no far
ther west. 

* * • 

Audubon said, "The pleasures 
which I have experienced in this 
chequered life of mine have been 
many . . .  perhaps more than I should 
have had had I not been a devoted 
lover of the wondrous works of 
Nature from earliest memory. Among 
the greatest of these pleasures has 
been the pursuit and faithful de
scription of our American Birds." 
The Bird Biographies of John James 
Audubon. 
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CUL'I1IVATE YOUR GARDEN 
BIRDS by Anne Winton Dodge, W. J. 
Breckemiidge, D. W. Warner. Min
nesota Museum of Natur:al History, 
University of Minnesota. 1957. Iil
lustrated. 35 pages. 35c. 

The SUJb-t1tle of this <little booklet, 
BamphJ.et Series No. 2, is "Suggest
ions on Aittl'aoting Birds in the Upper 
Miidwest (Summer)". The bookJet 
has definite suggestions about the 
nesting reqmements of a number of 
species, house construction, nesting 
material, water, summer feeding, con
trol of the undesiIDable species, dev
eloping bird haibitats. There are .Jd.sts 
of trees and Sihrrubs, vines and flow
ers that can be planted to attract 
birds and to furnish food. There is 
also a shor.t list of references. 

Mtogether 1t is an attractive book
let that is well worth its small cost 
to .a:ny one interested in attracting 
birds to his y.ard or �arden. 

* * * * 

Accor.ding to the National Geo
graphic Magazine the Spotted-breast
ed Oriole now nests near Miami, 
Florida. They may have ·been liber
ated t.lh:ere or they may have been 
blown in by tropic,al storms from 
their home in sowthern Mexico, 1000 
air miles .away. It is a new bird in 

this ·country. 
* * * 

Birds have more feathers in winter 
than in summer. A goldfinch was 
found to have one thousand more 
than the usual summer count. From 
An Introduction to Ornithology by 
George J. Wallace. 

* * * • 

The plumage of most birds is 
waterproof, but it is not true of all. 
The anhinga, for instance, gets soaked 
when it dives for food, and must dry 
its feathers in the sun. From An 
Introduction to Ornithology by 
George J. Wallace. 
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