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L President's Page _J 
T

HE dedication 
ceremonies at 

Badlands Nat'l 
Monument, which 
I attended Sept. 
16, 1959, re-em· 
phasized to me 
the importance of 
this and other Na­
tional Park Ser­
vice areas i.n bird 
study. National 
Park policy, in 
all areas except 
those in which the emphasis is primari­

ly historical, is to maintain conditions 
as cle>se to those of pre·European set­
tlement as possi1ble. Specifically this 
means the preservation of all plants 

and animals in a condition of natural 
balance, permitting artificial control 
only •when natural controls are not suf­
ficient to maintain normal numbers. 

The Badlands are •important in the 
birdlife of South Dakota as an eastern 
most breeding area for at least twe> 
dry country species-Say's Phoebe and 
Mountain Bluebird. The Rook Wren 
also has here an outpost, from which 
its number'S become fewer to the east. 
Because of full 1protection, Turkey Vul­
ture, Red-tailed and Marsh Hawks, 
Prairie Falcon, and Great Horned Owl 
may be seen. Many smaller birds, such 
as Robins, Junoos, and Tree Sparrows, 
wdnter in tihe juniper thickets around 
Cedar Pass. The upland prairies are 
typical breeding areas for the m.ore 
ce>mmon prairie 1birds of the state in­
cluding Horned Lark, Meadowlark,' and 
Lark Sparrow. Many pa�ts ·o.f ·the Mon­
ument, particularly Sheep Mountain Ta­
ble and parts of the Sage Creek Basin, 
contain virgiin or relatively undisturbed 
prair.ie, where we can observe birds 
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and other widlife under primeval con­
ditions. 

In the future, I .think SDOU should 
hold a meeting at Badlands National 
Monument. Facilibies are available at 
Cedar P.ass for lodgJng, and a new vis­
itor center, with a museum and full­
time •park naturalist, has recen.tJly been 
opened. In Aprill, 1959, I visited biiief­
ly wi1th ·the 1ate George Sholly, who 
was ·then swperintendent of the Mon­
ument. He showed me some e>f the new 
Mission 66 camping facilities, 1lhe ac­
commodations of Cedar Pass Lodge, and 
the new outdoor amphltheater, which 
has subsequently been named in his 
memory. He was enthusiastic about 
the possibHiity ·C>f a SDOU meeting at 
the B-adlands, and naturai1ly he>ped that 
we could plan �it soon. I believe that 
we whll find •the same interest in .all the 
administrative staff. 

Because of the milestone in its his­
tory, I have talked about Badlands, but 
I want to emphasize that National Park 
areas 'in other parts of South Dakota 
and throwghout the country are .always 
outstanding locaJities f.oc bird study. In 
the Black Hills, for example, we have 
four NaiionaI Park areas--Wind Cave 
Natioool Park, Jewel Cave National 
Monument, and Mt. Rushmore Nation­
al Memorial in Sout'h Dakota, and Dev­
ils Tower National 1Monument in Wyom­
ing. National Park wilderness princip­
les insure the continuation of natural 
conditions, .as well .as the protection of 
a1l forms of wHdlife. As students of 
bird life, we should .take advantage of 
these matchless bird study iareas, and 
in adwtion we must work to keep pub­
lic opinion favorable to the objective of 
wilderness preservation. 

-N. R. Whitney 



Should SDOU ... ? 
• • 

(A Questionnaire on �olicy) 
H. F. Cha11man 

W
HILE SDOU may have outlived �ts 

"growing pains" (or so we Uke 
to believe!), there are propositions 
which must be faced-up ito if SDOU is 
to continue to mer1t the matui�ty with 
which it is now generally credited. 
Some of these matters were dealt w1th 
by President Whitney, past Presidents 
Findley and Krause and Dh'eotor Lowry 
El.iiott in the last Jssue of Bird Notes. 
'.Dheir comments are recommended for 
re-reading here and now. 

Perhaps this general statement can 
be made more definirtive by some ques­
tions. Their relat:Jive 1importance is a 
matter of opinion. 

What should 1be tihe policy of SDOU 
relative to the use of insect poisons 
which was so ably discussed in the Ed­
itonial by Jim Johnson in the l.ast is­
sue of .Bird Notes? 

What sholllld ·be the policy of SDOU 
concerni·ng proposed Jeg.islation to 
make the Mou.ming Dove a game bird? 
Can such a policy be supported by facts 
or may 1t rest on sentiment or both? 

Is the presenit Jaw which furnishes 
no protection for ravens and various 
hawks, owls and "blackbirds" satisfact­
ory? If so, to whom? If not, what, if 
anyithing, may 1be done about it? 

What should be the policy of SDOU 
concerning the shooting or trapping of 
eagles, hawkis and owls? Should SDOU 
attempt to obtain and print the facts 
concerning destruction of "alleged pre­
datory" birds? If so, why? 

What should be the policy of SDOU 
wi!th reference to >the taking of speci­
mens o.f birds for scientific study or 

establishing "firsts"? By residents? 
By non-;Tesidents? Should reports to 
the state be required .of permit hold­
ers? To SDOU? Should the state be 
entitled to receive and :retain any o.f 

the specimens so taken? If the state 
adopts a poliicy can SDOU cooperate 
with ·State officiiailis in adiminister.ing it? 
If so, how? 

Should liason be establiished and 
maintained with other organJzations 
which are or may be interested in some 
of the subjects of our interest? Gard­
en Clubs? Izaak Walton Chapters? 
Wild-life as.sociations? Science groups? 
4-H Clubs? How? Why? Wihen? 

Is it .important that personnel of 
the State Game, Fish and P·arks De­
partment be kep.t aware of SDOU and 
its publications and its program, if 

any? If so, .how and when m.ay that be 
accomplished? At whose expense? 

Is the absence of OrnJ1thology from 
the curricuilum of secondary schools 
and .coLleges in South Dakota of con­
cern to SDOU? If so, how may the sit­
ual:ion be improved? 

How can there be assembled the data 
essentially necessary 1as the basis of a 
worth-while annotated srtate bird list? 

May membe11s for SDOU be obtained 
in •the sections of the state where there 
are now no members at all? If so, 
how and at w,hat cost? 

Is it <lesirable that S. D. Bird Notes 
be regularly displayed in 1tihe Hbraries 
of high schools .and colleges in South 
Dakota? Shoul<l SDOU subsidize such 
a pvogram, in whole or in part? 

How prof.Ltably may SDOU go into 
the study of drainage, flooddng, use and 
ownership of habitat where wildlife 
now survives and thrives? 

It wihl be noted, of course, that some 
of these matters are of such controvers· 
i.a.l nature there prob�bly cannot now 
be, and pemaps should not be, a fiTm 
declaration of policy on the point. Di­
versity of view is a naturaJ consequence 

(Con ti nued on page 4 7) 
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A Backyard Project With Quail And 
Chukar Partridge 

Arthur Lundquist 

E
D VON ROHR and the author visit­

ed a game farm in southern Ne­
braslca in May, 1958. There we pur­
chased 100 quail (Bob white) and 15 
Chukar partridge eggs. These were 
placed in an oil burning lamp incubat­
or, and we were rewarded with a good 
hatch. 

The B()b whites hatched out eighty 
fine birds and the Chukars twelve. We 
fixed up brooders and pens for raising 
them tiU two months old. 

About mid-August the quail were put 
out at a number of farms, with various 
degrees of success. Twenty-five birds 
were raised to near maturity and we 
released them at the State Recreation­
al Area at Pkkerel Lake. 

In the fall, the farmers having birds, 
reported the number and sex of each, 
as near as possible, and some had too 
many males, while another counted 
mostly females. So then we ordered 
additional birds from the Nebraska 
game farm to make the right propor­
tion in each planting. We also placed 
five pairs out of this order of thirty 
adult birds at the Fort Sisseton area. 

The Chukar partridges, being only 
twelve in number, we didn't think were 
enough to try to plant out in the open, 
so we kept them over winter, in a pen, 
to use as brood st.ock. In the meantime 
we received eig;ht more half grown 
birds from a game farm in Colorado to 
add to our bunch. During the winter 
one bird accidenfily hung itseilf. So we 
started our 1959 spri1ng project with 19 
Chukars plus 5 quail tJhat we had kept 
and wintered w.Lth the pa1itridges, mak­
iing 24 pets in all, for they become very 
tame when ·tended by people all the 
time. 

Early in the spring we could see 
SF.PTE;\JBF:H, l 9G9 

Lt;NDQUIST, PARTNERS, AND FRIENDS 

Chukars above. Bob Whlte1 below 

Photo by John C. Carlsen. :Uirr .• Waubay Reruire 

that there were too many male part­
ridges for peaceful fanning. So seven 
oocks were leg-banded and released on 
farms where we had hoped to rear the 
young. Thus our brood stock was 
down to 10 females and twu males for 
the paI"tridges, three females and two 
males for the quail. The latter were 
placed in separate pens, a pair in one 
and two females and a male in the 
other. 

'I'he Chukars started laying eggs the 
last of Ap11il and the quaH the middle 
of May. As soon as we had the re­
quired number of eggs for a setting, 
we would give them to a olucky hen 
(mostly bantams) on some farm hav­
ing an interest in wildlife and such 

(Continued on 1>agP 5�) 
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The Status 0£ The Purple Martin 
Wm. Youngworth 

T
HE Purple Martin was formerly a 

very common or abundant bird lo­
cally in many ·areas, but two interlopers 
have mast nesting unbearable and now 
the Martin is sadly decreased in num­
bers. .l<'rom about 1890 to 1930 the 
English Sparrow was the culprit in 
this area. From about 1930 to the pres­
ent time the sparrow has been pushed 
aside and a more vicious intruder, the 
Starling has taken over the nesting 
sites of the Mar.tin. Years ago when 
the Martin houses started ito fill up with 
sparrow nests ithe owners often became 
disgusted and took the houses down for 
good. '.Dhe remaining houses are now 
subject to the larger Starling, who not 
only breaks up the nest, but is as vor­
acious as the Blue Jay or the Grackle 
when it comes to disposing of the eggs 
and young. 

Such is the situation as local birders 
of 1lhe South Dakota, Nebraska, and Io­
wa region approach the 1960 season. 
The great flockings of •the Martins of 
my boyhood days in Bon Homme Coun­
ty, Sourth Dakota, are not seen by ·Lhis 
observer anymore. The summer occur­
rence of the Martin seems to be confin­
ed to a few pairs now and then. There­
fore it behooves anyone interested in 
the ornithology of this tri-state area 
to keep accurate and detailed records 
of not only the Martin, but of all of 
our native birds. One by one they dis­
appear from our landscape, often be­
fore we realize that it.hey are gone. One 
good case is rthe near disappearance of 
the Bun-owing OWll from the Iowa 
faunal scene. This has happened with­
in the last twenty years. 

Since Sioux City is located at the 
junction of three states it has been 
nearly impossible to keep all bird mi­
gration records separate. Personally 
I have made about as many field trips 
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into Union Counrty, South Dakota, as I 
have made 1here in Iowa, from 1919 ito 
the present. In those earlier years, I 
made inf'fequent field trips to Nebras­
ka, because of a toll bridge. Since the 
bridge has been made toll free my field 
t11ips to Nebraska have increased many 
fold and I now make nearly as many 
trips to that area as I do to rthe other 
two. This is all given to point out 
that many of my migration 'l.'ecords are 
not alwiays from Iowa, but from the 
states of South Dakota and Nebraska 
as well. 

The value of early or late migration 
records, however, Hes in just one thing, 
getting them in print. Unless you are 
a really great ornithologist and those 
people are really rare, your bulging 
field notebook will be little used after 
you have passed on. Few if any people 
wrn be interested in going through 
your records to find that you saw the 
firs·t Martin of the season on April 
11, 1927. The point is <that many of 
our records of this date are via1ooble 
enough to be in print, where they will 
never be lost, because fifrty years from 
now other eager students of bird life 
will wonder what biro life was like 
back in the twentieth century and it 
will all be there in the record in South 
Dakota Bird Notes. The chore of keep­
ing up migration records finally forces 
one to skip now and then and 1the re­
sult is 1that for most species I now just 
enter the first or second times <Observed 
in the spring and the ilast few rtimes 
seen in the fall. For one species I thave 
kept more accurate reco11ds and on the 
Harr.is Sparrow in nearly thirty-five 
years I have quite close to one thous­
and entries. Valuable to the owner, 
they are almost priceless if you are a 
serious student of bird life, but to any 
one else they are junk in their original 
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form, viz; I have offered all my rec· 
ords to two well known organizations 
and they deign even the coul'tesy of a 
reply. So South Dakota birdwatchers 
mark your migration records well and 
ever plan to get them into print. 

My earliest spring arrival date for the 
Purple Martin in the Sioux City area 
is March 29, 1950, when martins arrived 
at the martin house of Mr. W. Bert 
Smith of Sioux Oity. These martins 
came back again on April 1 and then 
were gone again until Ap1iil 11th. Other 
early arrival dates are April 4, 1930; 
April 6, 1932; April 7, 1935; April 3, 
4, 5, 6, 7, 1948; April 6, 1949; April 7, 
1954; and April 7, 1958. Owtside of 
these early airriv.al dates 1the average 
seems to be between ApI"il 10th and 
15th. In nine other years I did not 
list the arrival dates until after A'Ill'il 
15th, but some of these were the years 
of World War II and I was so engross­
ed in other matiters that I even forgot 
to write down any araival date. This 
happened during five years. 

The fall migration of the Purple Mar­
tin is often a never to be forgotten ex­
perience. Often the birds are gone 
by the latter part of August and if one 
should procrastinate a bit and think he 
will start listing the martins on the 
morrow, the to-morrow is too late. 
They are gone. This has happened to 
this observer in sixteen years. The real 
thrill of bird study, however comes on 
that fall day when you see Purple Mar­
tins so late in .the FaM that )'iOu figure 
that is your record of all records for 
the species. Thait flirst happened to me 
in 1946 when I listed martins from 
September 2nd and then on almost 
daily until September 26th. I thought 
ttiait was a fair l'ecord, bwt on October 
1st and again October 5th the martins 
were logged. September 1954 follow­
ed much the same pattern with the 
Purple Martin flight being noticed al­
most daily, then with a break at the 
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end of the month and then the sight­
ing of one martin on October 9th, but 
several on October 10th. I can well 
imagine the tlrni.ll that the late Dr. T. 
S. Roberts had when on October 21, 
1920, he witnessed <the final flight of 
the Purple Martins through the Min­
nesota River Valley. On that day he 
witnessed the latest fall flight from 
Minnesota and well may be the last 
really big flight ever to leave his 
state. Since his day the Purple Mar­
tin surely has been on the decline, as it 
did much earlier in the eastern part 
of the Unilted States. Repeating myselif 
I again urge all South Dakota observ­
ers to keep good records of your bird 
migrations and .from ·time to •time get 
them into print. 

* * * 

SHOULD SDOU . . .  ? 

(Continued Crom 11age �4) 

of members having various back· 
grounds, interests and motives. How­
ever, this of itself does not preclude 
the possibility of advantage accruing 
from discussion .ind consideration. 
Then, perhaps SDOU has not attained 
the stature and infiluence which may 
justify a serious attempt to dispose of 
some of these mabters. Of course, the 
questions do not encompass the entire 
field. 

The Minnesota Ornithologists Union 

has adopted ·the plan of holding a win­

ter meeting devoted to papers, discus­

sions and pictures, with the summer 

session devoted almost exclusiveJy to 

field tl'ips. If such a plan were adopt­

ed in South Dakota some of the fore­

going questions could furnish the basis 

£or a very interesting meeting which 

might well resu1t in substantial be-titer­

ment of the policy aspect of SDOU dur­

ing its second decade. 



A Farmer Watches Birds 
Lowry lillllott 

T
HERE is no finer place to watch 

ground feeding birds than from a 
tractor while doing field work. In 
spite of the noise o! the tractor and 
machinery, many birds soon overcome 
their fear and run ahead or fly a short 
distance to one side. They are much 

less afraid of the tractor than of a man 

on foot. 

Birds delight to feed along the plow 
furrow, along the edge of .the discing 
or dragging, 1any place where the soil 
is turned or distur1bed. 

Along the swath of new mown hay 
and a newly raked hay field are pic­

nic grounds for all the birds in the 
neighborhood. 

On cool windy days the Barn Swal­
lows circle around and around the 
tracitor, catching the insects it causes 

to fly up. 

The Franklin's Gulls follow the plow, 
gathe1ing earth worms, grubs, and 

grasshoppers. A mouse is a choice 
tidbit to be caught and fought over. 

SpaITow Hawks watch from utility 

poles and lines along roads near 
fields. When a mouse leaves his nest 
in trash that is plowed or disced over, 

he is quickly caught. It is surprising 
how far those little hawks can see a 

mouse running for shelter. 

Some of the birds that come to the 
fields are Robins, Grackles, Red-wing­

ed Blackbirds, Meadowlarks, Brewer's 
and Rusty Blackbirds, Starlings, Kill­
deers, Vesper Sparrows, Mourning 

Doves, Pheasants, llungaria Partridg­

es, Bobolinks, Horned Larks, Lapland 
Longspurs, and many others. 

The Upland Plovers that nest in 

pra1ne pastures near by often feed 
along newly turned soil. 'I1hey are 

more often heard than seen. 

The Golden Plove.r.s have visited us 

each spring Jior the last eighteen years 

in varyJng numbers. Sometimes sev­

eral hundreds stay about a week or 

more and are quite tame before leav­

ing. Only a few small flocks stopped 

for a short time this spring. Saw a 

few more flocks flying swiftly on north. 

1'he small plover such as Buff-breast­

ed Sandpipers come at the same time 

as the Golden Plovers and feed in the 

same fields. Never plentiful, usually 

in small flocks but occasionally in 

paW&, they become very tame. 

The Franklin's Gulls still rest for 
hours on our farm ,lane which runs 

past a slough that was dra,ined s·ome 

years ago. 

These seldom seen and littJe known 

birds, the Pipits, are often plentiful, 
more so than most bird watchers real­

ize. They are found out iin the big 

fields and visit us regularly both 

spring and fall. The American Pipit 

is much more plentiful rt:ltan the 

Sprague's Pipit. 

They are small fawn colored ground 

feeding birds with a sharp bill like a 

Robin, white outer tail feathers like a 
Junco or Vesper Sparr.ow and a wiggle­
waggle like a Sandpiper or Water 
'I1hrush. T.hey are often quite wild and 
feed and travel in small loose flocks. 

Have seen Burrowing Owls three dif­
ferent times on the farm in small 
groups, possibly a family, and always 
on the hill tops near the badger holes. 
Since I no longer ride the tractor I see 
fewer of these kinds of birds. 
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Nature Study Opportunities in the 

National Parks 
'N. R. Whitney 

A
S I wrote the President's Page for 
this issue, my thoughts turned back 

to some of my other experiences w�th 
nature study in the various areas of our 
National Park system which I have vis­
ited or read about. National Parks 
have played a large part in the devel­
opment of my interest to its present 
intense degree, and I want to express 
my appreciation to aH the men of the 
N1ational Park Serviice who have made 
a part-time or full-time career of help­
ing the public to gain a deeper under­
standing of natur.al conditions as they 
are exemplified in park a:reas. 

Currently, the Nationa1l Park Ser­
vice admirnsters thirty National Parks, 
and about 150 National Monuments, 
National Memorials, and Historic Sites. 
I have seen only a few of them but 
whenever I am in a new part of the 
country, I try to visit any National 
Bark areas in the region in order to 
learn the basic natural features. Rncky 
Mountain Natiional Park in northern 
Oolorado, for example, where I first 
met some of the mountain birds, in­
cludes a variety of habitats, from the 
ponderosa pine forests at 8,000 feet up 
through lodgepole pine, Englemann 
spruce, and finally alpine tundra, each 
with its characteristic CO'mmunity of 
birds, mammals, insects, and other 
forms of wildlife. Mammoth Cave Na· 
tional Park, in centra'l Kentucky, is 
known because of its beautiful caverns 
and fascinating cave fauna, but it in· 
eludes also several square miles of sec­
ond-gro�vth deciduous forest, an ex­
cellent place to study spring wild flow­
ers and warbler migrations in May or 
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to observe nesting habits of Red-bellied 
Woodpeckers, Kentucky Wal'lblers and 
many other birds of the southeastern 
:forests. Slimilarly, Sahuaro and Organ 
Pipe National Monuments in southern 
Arizona are among the best places to 
study the many species of Me�ican 
birds that enter our country only along 
the border. 

Thii,s is not to say, of course, that such 
areas are the only places where these 
birds may be seen. The convenience 
of the National Parks comes, however, 
foom many aspects. First, since the 
areas belong to the government, we can 
v.isit them wlithout concern about tres­
passing on someone's private property. 
Second, we can know that the plant and 
animal species are living under natural 
condiltions, and that no species is pres­
erut in artificially high or low popula­
tion because of .human management. 

· �hird, if we wish to study a particular 
area for an extended period of time, 
we can be reasonably sure that it will 

remain the same year after year, sub­
ject only to the changes of natural bi­
otic swccession and c1ima1\Jic and geo­
logical change. 

Furthermore, many of the National 
Parks have museums located in the 
visitor centers and ranger-natural!i.sts 
staitioned at points of interest to explain 
geological, vegetati'onai and, wildlife 
features of the !)ark to all interested 
visitors, and all park areas encourage 
all forms of nature study consistent 
wiflh the protecbion and pre.servation 
of the park. When I was stationed in 
central Georgia with the Air Force, 
I frequently visited Ocmulgee National 
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Monument near Macon, a small area 
set aside for the preservation and in­
terpretation of a group of prehisto1iic 
Indian mounds, but which also includ­
ed excellent examples of upland pine 
forest, swamp deciduous forest, and op­
en river bobtomland characteristic of 
that part of the South. Here I made 
my start in the censusing of breeding 
and wintering bird populations in a 
known area of uniform habitat. 

The three national ornithological 
journals-The Auk, The Condor, and 
The Wilson Bulletin-carry articles on 
bird life in the National Parks on oc­
casion, and Audubon Field Notes is a 
treasure house of scattered information 
on the birds of various national park 
areas. Dr. OLiver Scott, for example, 
reports regularly on observations at 
Devil's Tower, Yellowstone, Rocky 
Mountain, Grand Tet'On, and Mesa Ver­
de in his seasonal reports of the Great 
Basin and Central Rocky Mountain re­
gion. The April, 1959, issue reports 
the results of Christmas Counts from 

Acadia, Shenandoah, Everglades, 
Great Smoky Mountains, Rocky Moun­
tain, Carlsbad Caverns, and Yosemite. 
My own studies in Ocmulgee National 
Monument are published in Auduibon 
Field Notes, ¥01. 6, p. 225 and 310, and 
vol. 7, pp. 244-245. These are all list­
ed merely as examples, since almost 
every issue of Audubon Field Notes 
reports observations from some of the 
National Parks. 

Finally the National Park Service 
itself publishes reports on all aspeets 
of natural history for the benefit of 
interested visiltol'S. Such reports can 
be purchased at •the park museums and 
through the Government Printing Of­
fice in Washingoon. Whether or not a 
publisihed list is available, .the park sup­
erintendent or naturalist keeps a record 
of birds and •other animals known from 
the park, and usually is willing to dis­
cuss this list with interested visitors 
on request. 

(Continued on 1m1re 52) 

Nest of Sandhill Crane 
-Courtesy of Wilson Bulletin 
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Hawks, 1959 
Alfred Peterson 

D
URING the course of driving sever­

al thousand miles on highwayis and 
by-ways, looking for birds this year, 
1959, Hawks O!f the follo·wing species 
came to my notice: 

(1) Sharp..s'hinned Hawk 
(2) Oooper's Hawk 
(3) Red-tailed Hawk 
( 4) Swainson's Hawk 
(5) Rough-legged Hawk 
(6) Marsh Hawk 
(7) Prairie Falcon 
(8) Duck Hawk 
(9) Pigeon Hawk 

(10) Sparrow Hawk 

Sharp-shinned and Cooper's Hawks 
have long •tails and short rounded 
wings, being thus fitted fur movement 
in trees and brush, and are not often 
seen i n  the open. A Sha11p-shin Oct. 
5 at Ulven Park, Clear Lake, and 2 
Cooper'·s Haw� Sept. 9 at Lake Coch· 
rane, are my only reco11ds f'Or the year. 
The latter were immature birds in 
brown plumage. 

Red-tailed, Swainson's •and Rough· 
legged Hawks have broad wings and 
rounded tails. The Red .. tail may be 
separated into four forms; that is, Elast· 
ern, Western, Harlan's and KTiders. 
An ordinary mature Red-tail is to be 
recognized by its bright reddish tail; 
whereas an immature, with a tail cross· 
ed by many nal'lX>W baTs, a white breast, 
and a band of parallel streaks on low­
er belly, is frequently tame enough to 
allow olose examination. Harlan's might 
be difficult, but a light-colored tail, 
if on a black hawk, would be suggest· 
ive. Krider'is, nearly white, is rare. 
The Red-tailed Hawk is fairly common 
spring .and fall, with the excep1tion of 
the Marsh Hawk, second only to the 
Sparrow Hawk. 

Swainson's Hawk, from the West, a 
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summer resident, is uncommon here 
near .the •Minnesota line. A fine speci· 
men, perched quietly on a fence post 
unafraid, April 18, was wor.t:hy of ad· 
miration. 

The Rough-legged Hawk, from the 
North, a "winter hawk," is sometimes 
qwite common, as it has been this year. 
A good .one April 8 and another April 
14 were seen near home, and May 8 one 
of the light phase near Waubay Refuge. 
For the fall ·record I have noted a single 
at Clear Lake Nov. 2, and on Nov. 12, 
a black phase at Spencer, Iowa, and a 
light and buM near Lu�rne, Minn. The 
last lay at side of highway, dead from 
gunshot, open to tlhe ignominy of be· 
ing eaten by a pack of foraging crows. 

The Marsh Hawk should b.e familiar 
to everyone, as it is a summer resi­
dent inceissantly combing grassland and 
marshes for prey, occasionally taking 
smaH biirds. 

Prairie Fail.con and Duck Hawk, Pig­
eon Hawk and Sparr.ow Hawk, medium 
size and smaH, aTe swift flyers, mem· 
bers of a class caHed F.alcons. Long 
narrow pointed wings, turned backward 
at the bend of wing, readily identify 
them in tlhe field as Fak<>ns. The 
Praivie Falcon is .lighter in color than 
the Duck Hawk. One passed before 
me at Hidewood Valley near Clear 
Lake Sept. 16. On Sept. 30 a Duck 
Ha.wk isat on a boulder out in the shal· 
low water of Lake Marsh at Hay.ti. 
w.hen put to fl1ght it went up and 
away, then back and forth, higher and 
higher, reluctant as it seemed •to be to 
leave the lake. The Pigeon Hawk is 
streaked, and blue-backed when mature. 
It is not at all common. I saw 1 Oct. 
7 on a high pole east of 'flunervme. The 
handsome Sparrow Hawk is so common 
that it should be known to everyone. 

61 



A BACKYARD PROJECT 

(C'onllnued from 1•...,e 4 :;) 

projects. So now several boys have 

the birds for their hobbies. 

By July 11 we had gathered 552 par. 

tridge eggs and 85 quail, and had 
them under setting hens in different 
pa1'1;s of the county. Some of these 
hatched out almost 100% and others, 

where the hen wasn't so faithful, not 
very good. 

On July 11 our brood stock, adult 
birds, were released. Ten of the Chuk­
ars were put out at tile Waubay Game 
Refuge and one pair neai· the Day 

County Izaak Walton game cover, plus 
a pair of Bob whites at the Ike's shel­

ter. Also the 1two females and one male 
quail were added to some already at 

the Walter Reetz farm from the fall 
before, in a good location five miles 
south of Webster. 

We have high hopes that the plant­
ings will be successful. From the 

quail put out at the Pickerel Lake area 

we had one report of a nice brood 
this summer. 

The Chukars, for the most part, have 
remained tame, although allowed full 
freedom. 11here is one b11ood of 18 
young, raised by a bantam hen, nearly 
full grown now, which roosts on the 
cow stanchions in the barn every night 
along with the bantam chickens. They 

l10am the £arm during the day but tJhey 
do like their regular place to spend 

the night. These partridges are raised 
just like chickens and they were amus­
ing to us how they chuc�le when they 

eat and seem almost to talk to each 
other. If one gets away from the flock 

he calls and the o�hers answer. The 

old rooster watches his flock and has 
a certain call that you would be sure 
to remember, after you have heard it 
a few times. The adult birds are about 
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the size of a hen pheasant, and so are 

bigger than the Hungarian partridge. 

When the game books mentioned that 
they were prolific layers, producing 60 
to 70 eggs a season, we wondered a bit 
about that record; but we kept exact 
count every day (on the calendar) and 

our ten hens laid the 552 eggs in the 
3 months berore they were let loose, 
about mid.July, and they were still 
going strong even then. 

For the Chukars it is too early to 

say w.hether they will survive and 
do well. Perhaps by another year we 
may have more reports on the prospect 
from the inter�ted parties. 

* * * 

NATURE STUDY 

OPPORTUNITIES 

(Continued from Pill:<" 60) 

The following list of bird publica­
tions from the National Parks is not 

complete by any means, but will show 

examples of what is available. 

Bailey, Florence Merriam-Among 

the birds of the Grand Canyon Coun­

try. 1939. 

Dixon, Joseph 
mals of Mount 
Park, Alaska. 
1938. 

S.---.Birds and Mam­
McKinley National 

Fauna Seiri.es No. 3, 

Grater, Russell K.-Birds of Zion, 
Bryce, and Cedar Breaks. 1947. 

Kleinschmitz, F. L.-Field manual of 
birds of Rocky Mountain National 
Bark. 1939. 

Murie, Adolph-Eoo1ogy of the coy­

ote in the Yellowstone. Fauna Series 
No. 4, 1940. Discussed several species 
of birds, especially T.rumpeter Swan. 

Murie, Adolph-The wolves of Mount 
McKinley. Fauna Series No. 5. 1944. 
Contains a fascinating chapter on the 
Golden Eagle. 
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I Genert1/ Notes of Specit1/ Interest I 
PINE GROSBEAKS-Two Pine Gros­
beaks, female or immature, ·were in ow· 
yand November 14, 1959, our earliest 
reoord. 'Dhe temperature was 10 below 
at the tJime. Trus might be a good win­
ter for birds fnom the far north, as 
we have also had Purple Finches here. 

-L. J. Moriarty 

As if to confinm his own prediction, 
Mr. Moriarty wrote again on November 
26, 1959: "We located a flock of 12 
Pine Groobeaks today, feeding on ash, 
mountain ash, and cedar berries. Na­
tional Geographic "Book of Birds" says, 
'They appear . . . when food fails in 
the north . . . in flocks not usually 

large and in one comprising a dozen 
birds there are likely to be not more 
than two or three of the rosy-red ad­
ult males.' Well .this flock was com­
posed of 2 bright males, 3 young males 
just sh-Owing a little red, and 7 females. 
We watched them feed for over an 
hour.'' 

BOHEMIAN W AXWINGS-.Mr. Mori­
arty also reported seeing 17 Bohemian 
Waxwings in their yard on N�>Vember 
14---.aiso an ea11liest date ifor that spec-
ies. 

• • • • 

THE CASE OF THE BLUE G-OOSE­
Ooncerning a little goose that dropped 
in for lunch and stayed •to dine. This 
little goose was first seen by Mr. Er­
nest Schnarr at bis farm place five 
miles northeast of B:nand-t the morning 
of Oct. 18. 'Dhe usual query, "what 
kind of a bird is that?", came to me, 
proof that of several persons who had 
seen the stranger none knew it as a 
goose when they saw it close up. It 
was an immature Blue Goose, with dark 
legs, d-airk bihl and dark head, rather 
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undersize but strong in .filight, as it 
showed by joining the haughty farm 

geese in .their exel'cise sprints, or by 
ta�ng longer flights of its own. It 
plucked grass and ate corn in the 
friendly company of Mr. Schnarr's mon­
ey-making, fattening geese, and stepped 
aside even as they when approached, 
but gave no sign of fear. Such was 
the pattern of events day after day un­
til the time leng.tihened into weeks. 
On Nov. 13, af1ter a day of snow and 
poor visibiUty, llhe visitor was mis.sing, 
at the end of a stay of 28 days.-Alfred 
Peterson, Brandt. 

• • • • 

CEDAR WAXWINGS LN DAY COUN­
TY-I was happy to see the articles on 
Cedar W1a)QW'jngs in the September, 
1958 issue. Mrs. Mice Fiksd·al of 
Pickerel Lake mentions the Waxwings 
picking up string in her caragana bush­
es in the spring of 1958. John Carl­
sen, in Audubon Field Notes of Aug. 
20, 1958, said quite a few Cedar Wax­
wiings were 1nesting in the vicinity of 
his Refiuge Headquarters at Waubay. 

This collifia,ms my notes of 1950 and 
1958. I had a sight record of Wax­
wings £or June 21, 1958 at Pickerel 
Lake. Also at Pickerel Lake in the 
summer o f  1950 we had a mother feed­
ing her babies in a tree in our yard. 
We caHed our neighbors to see it and 
the J1udge Ooomes fami·ly and Mr. and 
Mrs. Kenneth Loe also saw it. 

She made several tl'ips to the honey­
suckle bush for fruit. She was not too 
afraid of one or two of us, but, when 
more gatihered she m-0ved the little 
ones into the denser part of the woods. 
-Herman P. Chilson, Webster. 



WAYNE TRIMM, whose drawings of 
Lark Buntings were on the covers of 
the first, as well as the fortieth issues, 
drops us a note to say he will have 
other drawings for us, as time allows. 

Everyone will be interested to know 
that he is doing the color plates for 
"Birds of Colorado" by Alfred M. Bail­
ey of the Denver Museum of Natural 
History. 

We hope our Colorado frjends will 
not mind the whisper that he is using 
as models, skins collected by himself 
in . . .  South Dakota. 

• • • • 

Dr. and Mrs. Moriarty expect to spend 
March in Old Mex1co with the birds. 
They plan on dividing their time among 
three spots in the state of Hidalgo 
recommended by Dr. Dwaine Warner 
of the Museum of Natural History of 
the University of Mi nnesota. 

• • • • 

EASTERN SNOW BUNTING-October 
25, while hunting pheasants, I saw four 
small flocks of Eastern Snow Bunt­
ings. In looking over my notes I find 
we have never recorded them here 
earlier than November before. I won­
der if others have seen them so early. 
-L. J. l\loriarty, Watertown. 

• • • • 

PINE SISKINS AT WAUBAY-While 
standing in Dr. Miller's yard in Waubay, 
John Carlsen, Manager of the Refuge, 
and I saw some small birds in the trees 
and put the glasses on them. John id­
entified them as Pine Siskins, being 
familiar wit.h them, and it was another 
first for me. We looked at our Peter­
son's Guide and then at the birds 
again. There was no mistake about it. 
They were Pine Siskins. It was a thril l  
to me to add another to my life list.­
Herman P. Chilson, Webster. 
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SNOWY EGRETS IN DAY COUNTY­
Throughout the months of July and 
August I had reports of a white, her­
on-like bird on Rush Lake. This was 
nothing strange, for American Egrets 
have visit.ed that area off and on for 
some thirty years to my knowledge. 

Then, one day in August, J. R. Fiks­
dal of Webster spoke of observing the 
bird closely with a binocular and see­
ing that it had yellow feet. Also it 
would dart this way and that, stirring 
up the water. Fiksdal looked up the 
bird in his Peterson's Guide and was 
sure it was a Snowy Egret. 

After this l'eport. I went out to Rush 
Lake each evening for several days. 
The Egret was usually feeding in the 
same place, in shallow water near 
shore, at the east end of the highway 
grade. It was in a good place to ob­
serve with a binocular. He indeed had 
"yellow slippers." 

On the afternoon of the twenty-ninth 
of August my daughter Dorothy and I 
put a duck boat on the lake. I had my 
movie camera along, hoping to take a 
few feet of movies. 

We found the bird near its old haunt 
but it promptly flew to the south shore. 
We poled through the rushes to near 
where it had landed and were surprised 
to find two birds instead of one. 

They flew away and disappeared in 
the east. Dorothy and I went back to 
the evening feeding grounds and push­
ed our boat into the rushes, using them 
as a blind. 

We sat there about two hours, hop­
ing the birds would come back. The 
light was getting worse and wot'\Se. Just 
when we were about to give up one of 
them glided in. He was only about 
twenty-five feet ftiom us. The light 
wasn't quite good enough but we took 
some pictures anyway. On developing, 
they were a little out of focus. 

The next day I was driving along the 
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east side of Blue Dog Lake at the Ow­
ens Cr.eek bac.kJwater. There I saw a 
Snowy Egr.et. I worked my way 
through the willows to a spot near the 
shore and waited. The bir.d came clos­
er and closer until I did get a few feet 
of movies. 

I had hoped to let .i!t get quite close 
but it flew away when a car stopped 
on the highway and some frog hunters 
got out and came down to the shore. 

'I1his may have been a third Snowy 
Egret-or 1t may have been one of the 
Rush Lake birds.-A. R. Lundquist, 

Webster. 

* :?: * * 

BIRDS SEEN IN 11HE WAUSAY­
WEBSTER AREA-June 15, 1959-At 
Rush Lake and elsewhere man� Pin­
tail, Miall:lard, Blue-'Winged Teal, and 
Red-headed Ducks. A•t R:ush Lake 
counted a flock of more than 40 Marb· 

led Godwits, 60 Ruddy Ducks, many 
Frank:Hn's Gulls, 5 �rs of Eared 
Grebes, over 100 W estem Grebes, a 
P.i·e-billed Grebe, 3 Ruddy Turnstones, 
3 Wilson's Phalaropes, Black Terns 
and a few Oommon Terns, Niighit Her­
ons, Ooots and Wiblets. 

Near Summit several Upland P1ov­
ers and Nighthawks. 

At Hedtke P.ass, between Waubay 
Lakes-Many wa1;blers thei'e and one 
Double-Crested Co11morant colony on 
an is1and. Ma�be 300 to 400 young 
there, quite larige. Also a nes·hlng col­
ony of Ring-billed Guhls on the east end 
of the •island, near the water. 

Met He11man Chilson at Blue Dog 
Lake and we went U> Birtter Lake. Al­
ong the west side ·of Rush Lake we 
saw a Wil:let with 4 chicks and a pair 
of B:l!ue Geese. The Chestnut-colared 
Long-spurn alilowed a good look at six 
of them. They are near the northwest 
part of Bdtter Lake, between the road 
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and the lake, not far worn the Public 
Shooting Area. 

We then d�· ove ·out to Herman Chil­

son's beautiful cabin on the west side 
of Pickerel Lake. 'f.he cabin is sur­
r.ounded by many laa·ge trees. Many 
eve1,greens, trees, and shrubs have 
been plMted. The� can be il1rigated 
fvom the lake. 

A wonderful place fu.r birds here. He 
has a king-sized martin house with its 
many rooms occupied. A number of 
small house.s hold Tr·ee SwaLlows.­
Lowry Elliott, Milbank. 

* * * * 

BLUE HERONS IN DAY COUNTY­
This has really been a heron year! Fri· 
day, October 2, 1959, my wife and I 
had the thrHl of seeing 2 Little Blue 
Herons and 3 Great Blue Herons to­
gether in the outl et of Owens Creek 

wher·e it joins B1ue Dog Lake. We sat 
in the car for over half an hour and 
watched tlhem Wliith 6x30 glasses at 
less than 100 feet. 'llhey ipaiid scant 
attenbion to us, as they were feeding 
in the shallow water. 

I saw my first Greait Blue Heron in 
company with Hel'b Krause ·on our an­
nual field trip in May 1956. The size 
of these birds seemed ·to be about 4 
feet tall and the smaller ones, the Lit­
tle Blues, were much slimmer than our 
B1ack-cro.wned Night Herons and ap­
peared to me to be a little faller also. 
'llhis eliminated rthe Green Herons 
whioh sometimes appear blue also. 
There was no white on the head or any 
part of the body and ithe color was a 
dark bluish gray. I was sure they 
could not be Yel.low-crowned Ni·ght 
Herons either. 

Only one of the Great Blues had a 
prominent crest or d.isp1ayed as much 
white on the head as Peteroon illus­
trates. One was bufify on his head 
and throat and the body looked brown-
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ish, like an American Bittern. One of 
the birds had a beautiful pattern in 
the neck and thre>at that looked like a 
small board wLth a flat grain that had 
been stained a golden brow.n finish. I 
have never seen anything exactly like 
this on any bird I have ever seen. 

After we tired of watching them I 
honked my horn to make them fly. 
They took off in all directions: Two of 
them went south and lit in the trees 
100 yards away; one flew west and two 
east to the creek across the road. They 
aiH showed the typical folded neck of 
the heron in flight and -the legs trailed 
straight out behind. The legs were 
dark with no trace of ye11ow on them. 
Not one of them made a sound and 
I was parbicularly interested in hear­
ing their call again as earlier I had 
heard it on Pickerel Lake when 1t did 
not seem to sound exactly as I read 
Pebel1Son's description of it. 

From the middle of May until No­
vember 1 we Live at our lake home; 
so each day I have to commute 25 miles 
each way. This takes me over the 
Rush Lak!e grade and north past Blue 
Dog Lake which is a bird lover's para­
dise. 

Here are the sight records fior this 
season: 

Great Blue Herons at Pickerel Lake: 
9j13, 9121, 9123, 1011, 1012 

Great Blue Herons at Rush Lake: 
817, 8128, 913, 1011. 1012 

Little Blues at Rush and Blue Dog: 
911, 1012, 1015, 1016. 

Snowy Egret at Rush Lake: 7125, 
7128, 9113. 

The behavior paittern was different 
at Pickerel Lake than at Owens Creek. 
This one solitary Great Blue Heron 
was more timid and would £ly a.way 
from the opposite shore of the bay 150 
yards distant when I walked dow.n to 
the shore Hne. I only heard the call 
once. It was a three syllable: "Wahnk, 
wahnk, wahnk,'' rather than the 
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"Frahnk, frahnk, frahnk,'' of Peterson. 

11he Black-erowned Night Herons 
are commonplace and we hear their 
call often,--iit is eicactly like the "Guok, 
guok, guok" of Peterson. We can 
count from 3 to 5 in our bay at any 
time, sitting and waiting fur an un­
suspecting frog, craytish, etc. Lt is 
fun to watch them wash a frog in the 
water befure eating it.-Herman and 
Agnes Chilson, Webster. 

* * * * 

TOWNSEND'S SOLITAIRE IN HUR­
ON AREA-A TOWlllsend'.s Solitaire ap­
peared in our back yard November 9, 
1959. The bird was first seen by Mrs. 
Johnson, who knows them well. It re­
turned several times during that day, 
from 10 a. m. to 4 p. m. It was at the 
feed tray that oontained only grain, 
and at the high bush cra111berries that 
were full of Jlruit. He>wever, it was not 
seen to eat at any time that day. 

It was present several times during 
the furenoon of November 10; on Nov­
ember 12 it ate bittel1SWeet berries 
from the vines growiing against the 
house near the window. On November 
13 it was at the feed tray again but 
was not seen to eat. 1't was last seen 
by myself when it came to rthe bit­
tersweet vine and ate 3 berries at 7:30 
a. m., November 14. The temperature 
was, at that time, 18 degrees below 
zero! 

The marking of this bird, seen often 
at cle>se range, gave us some concern. 
The eye ring was barely Vlisible in good 
light, in contrast to the rather promin­
ent dngs seen on birds of the species 
in the area in past years. The buff of 
the wiing.s was so sili�t as to be in 
doubt also. 

Most interesting of all to us was the 
white patch at the bottom of the wings, 
just below the wing bars. In filight 
thus patoh was p�ticularly noticeable. 
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The white feathers in the sides of the 
tail, seen in flight, were also wider 
than we are used to seeing, apparently 
3 feathers on each side. 

We had seen this bird at close range 
several times, had studied the beak and 
the behavior, and were positive it could 
not have been a mockingbird-with 
which we are also familiar from having 
lived in the south and visited mocking­
bird territory as recently as last April. 

These white marks were also seen 
on birds observed here in 1957 and left 
us with some doubt of identification. 
The fi11St was on May 8, 1957 and the 
place was the James River bottom 
about the foot of 8th St., Huron, rough­
ly a miilc from our home. The second 
was in our back yard August 16, 1957. 
The quite detailed notes fur bo th made 
at the time, due to doubt of the iden­
tity, emphasized the extra white in tail 
and wings and that the beak was un­
like that of .a mockingbird. The gray 
of the breast, that was too dark for a 
mockingbird, was also noted, while 
eye ring and buffy marks on the wings 
were omitted because they were not 
seen. 

The variant coloring of the three 
sighted (we now identify the two of 
1957 as Solitaires) gives a fair possi­
bility that they were actually the same 
individual, even though separated by 
two and a half years of time and a 
mile of distance. The May and August 
si�ting could indicate a summer res­
ident, at least. 

For convenient reference our other 
records of this species are added: The 
foist sighting was on December 1, 1956, 
at 1the cemetery here. They (two were 
usually seen near together) spent the 
winter there and were available for dis­
play any time we had a visitor with a 
few moments' time. They were seen 
and included in the Christmas Bird 
Count that year. 

A single bird was seen and examin­
ed at leisure at IJ.ioquois Lake by Miss 
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Mary Aberdeen Kietelle and myself on 
September 14, 1958. 

On November 22, 1958 a single bird 
was seen in the cemetery here and con­
firmed the next day. This bird was 
seen with one or possibly two others 
at irregular intervals during the early 
part of the winter, two being found 
for the Christmas Bird Count. They 
were often seen drinking from a leaky 
hydrant that provided water, drop by 
drop, even on the coldest days. 

On November 30, we heard one of 
these latter birds give the "squeeking 
hinge" note, the only time we have 
ever heard it. The two birds of 1956-
57 sang regularly, however, dur•ing the 
early pa11t of the winter.-J. W. John­
son, Huron. 

• • • • 

NOTES FROM BIRD HA VEN AREA­
Jan. 7, 1959. Flocks of Snow Buntings: 
150, 5, 12 along Highway 20 about 2 
miles east of town of South Shore. 

Jan. 17-A flock of about 200 Gold· 
finches four miles north of home, feed­
ing in weedy soy bean field and on 
sunflowers in a slough. Many filew up 
on wires and on tall sunflowers so had 
a good chance to count them. Have 
never seen so many in one flock before. 

March 23-At outlet of Big Stone 
Lake. Many ducks, including over 50 
American Golden-eyes. At home two 
flocks of Double-crested Cormorants 
flew over, low. Total 55 birds. 

April 6--F.inst Purple Martin, an all 
purple male, trying to get into a house 
tbat had not been put up yet. Would 
fly away and approach the sirte again, 
from all directions, and hover over the 
same spot. Was not interested in the 
other maritin houses in plain sight 200 
feet away. 

April 16--Two Martins arrived, �irst 
seen since April 6. 

May 5-20 Golden Plovers on our 
farm. Caught a Brown Thrasher that 
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I Jlad banded two years ago. Martins 
building nests. Another flock of Go,ld· 
en Plovers (28). 

May 2o-First warbler migration but 
not plentiful. Banded 1 Mourning 
Warbler, 1 Redstart, 1 Tennessee 
Warbler, 1 Magnolia Wa11bler, 1 Mac­
Gillivray's War.bier-first and only one 
have banded of thi.s western bird. Rare 
heTe. 

May 26-M•arbins carrying mud for 
nests. 

June 10---,Aiartins carrying pieces 
of green leaves into nests. 

June 30-Caught a Bronzed Grackle 
that I ihad banded over four years ag-0. 

JuJ.y 13-A male Yellow-tihr.oat feed­
ing a yioung CX>wbird-four times his 
size. 

July 24-Two Avocet adults with 3 
almost full grown young. 

August 17-Wiarbler migration has 

sta•t'ted. Banded a male WHson',s 
Warbler. 

August 25-Banded a Mounning 
Warbler. 

September 6--Sharp-shinned Hawk 
trying, unsuccessfully, to catch Barn 
Swallows flying in the air over Lake 
Ailbert. 

September 16--Banded two nesting 
Mourning Doves just ready to leave 
the nest. 

September 20-A pair of Blue Jays 
spaiTing with a Sharp-shinned Hawk. 
Watched it until tired: A draw. 

September 21-Banded a Blue-head­
ed Vireo. 

September 22-B<anded 6 Robins, 1 
Slate-<:olored Junco, 6 Myr.tle Wanb· 
lers, 1 Ruby-crowned Kinglet, 2 Garn· 
ble's Sparrows, 2 Lincoln's Spanrows, 
5 Cedar Waxwings, a total of 23 birds. 
-Lowry Elliot, Milbank. 

Nest of Prairie Homed Lark 
-Courtesy or Wilson Bullclln 
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Editorial Comment 

Youngworth's paper on the St.atus of 
the Purple Martin in this issue also 
carries particular import for his gener­
al remarks about getting observational 
material published in permanently 
available form. 

Aside from a researcher's problem of 
running down known unpublished 
notes, poorly cared for by often indif­
ferent relatives, and finding them hard 
to <read and interpret is another: 

Records, often .covering long periods, 
with no known clue to their existence 
in any of the liiteraiture. Without 
doubt literahly tons of such material 
does exist---0r did, until disposed of by 

unknowing heirs as waste paper. Its 
combined information w.ould be price­
less-in usable form. 

As to be expected, the answer lies 
partly in the field of psychology. So 
many of us are a difficult mixture of 
modesty and pride, fea:rs of inferior­
ity, and what not we keep wihat we 
are doing oo ourselves, lest somebody 
fail to understand or appreciate it or 
us in the style we would like. So we 
go on, never really trying to get our 
data printed. AJ:, it piles up and be­
comes more meaningful, the task of 
getting it in shape for publication be­
comes more formidable-and less and 
less likely to get done. 

It is in this a:rea that publications 
such as Bird Notes can serve their 
most useful purpose. Ou.r readership is 
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relatively small-and ou1· own kind. We 
don't need to be afraid of speaking out 
loud when we have something to say. 
Fine writing is not necessary because 
we can understand pretty well what the 
ollier has in mind. Facts are the 
thing. 

And seeing your material in print 

and the way it looks among the rest 
will not only help your confidence in 
w1hat you are doing but show you 

how it can be improved and better 
a11ranged for the permanent record it 
can become. You can start out with 

short notes, until you feel able to com­

bine your observations into a bigger 
picture. 

Another result of having a few of 
your things printed: You get to be a 
more careful, and rthe.rerore a better 
observer, just because you come more 
to realize how much may depend on 
your decision as to the bird you are 
seeing. 

And people, liike birds, do not last 
forever. But their careful observa­
tions, well printed and located in many 
libraries, both public and private, will 
be around an awfully long time. They 
will be precious to students in a time 
when species of birds now so common 

may be few or unknown. 

Your published spare time records 
mdghrt easiily be the only important 
thing you ever did, so far as the next 
centu.ry would kinow. 
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B U L L E T I N  

A1Tangements are already under .way for the 1960 SDOU 

Convention. President Whitney advises the final date are: 

May 28, 29, and 30 - the place: Rapid City. 

The present plan is to devote the Saturday meeting to 

papers and then arrange for field trips Sunday and .Monday. 

The theme of the paper session will be "The Birds of the Black 

Hills," but the exact program is still to be worked out. 

We are, however, assured that certain prominent citizens 

of the Hills, such as the White-throated Swift, Lewis Wood· 

pecker, Water Ouzel, Townsend's Solitaiire, Western Tanager, 

and White-winged Junco, ihave, in their own way, practically 

promised to be on hand. We can count on tlhem. 

Some others, such ·as .the two Three-toed Woodpeckers and 

the Poorwill will make no commitments; but it is hoped they 

will recognize their duty to their public and put in an appear­

ance. 

Even a few of this list would make a good show. 

Common Tern 
Courtesy Wllaoo Bulletin Photo by 0. S. Petlln1rlll 


