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President's Page 

T
HE dates for our winter meeting 

have been set for Saturday P. M., 
Jan. 19 and Sunday the 20th at Brook­
ings. Herb Krause is working on the 
program and we will expect to have 
that in the next issue of Bird Notes. 
Mark off these dates and plan to at­
tend. The last winter meeting was 
more than w<>rth while, and we are 
sure this one will be also. 

Preliminary plans for the annual 
Spring meeting to be held at Webster, 
May 25-26, 1963 are in the embryonic 
stage with Herman Chilson as chair­
man. From past experience working 
with him, I feel sure it will be one of 
our best. The Program for that meet­
ing will be in your 
hands in advance 
so save the dates. 
I would also sug­
gest that those of 
you who can, come 
before and stay af­
ter the regular 
meeting as that 
part of our State is 
packed with things 
of interest. 

Following are some things that 
should be discussed at the January 
meeting at Brookings. Give them 
study and come prepared to express 
your views so we can come up with 
worth while answers. 

1. What is your thinking on collect­
ors permits? Should they be allowed 
for educational purposes only? Should 
permits be issued also for persons to 
legally collect and preserve birds which 
have died from natural causes? 

2. What will be our stand on any op-
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en season on the Sandhill Crane in 
South Dakota? 

3. What will be our stand on any fu­
ture attempt to open a season on the 
Mourning Dove? Your President at­
tempted to speak for S.D.O.U. On that 
question in the Sioux Falls Argus Lead­
er of Sunday, July 1st. If you can get 
a copy study it over and take me apart 
if you think I am wrong. It is a prob­
lem to speak for 300 people and expect 
to please all, but I am accustomed to 
speaking my mind-and being wrong 
at times. I will try to take it in stride. 

4. What effort do we want to make to 
establish natural areas in our State 
and how best can we accomplish those 
aims? 

5. What further efforts should we 
make in the way of acquiring wetlands? 
How can we help overcome some ob­
jection made to that program? I was 
glad to learn that Gov. Gubbrud has 
indicated a less unfavorable stand. His 
main objection concerned taking more 
lands off the tax rolls, a legitimate ob­
jection but not insurmountable in my 
thinking. 

6. Study the South Dak<>ta conservan­
cy law. I hav.e read it and have not 
concluded that it is all good. The title 
is good as we are all for conservancy; 
but try to decide whether it will ac­
complish those ends, or whether, as 
some feel, it may be very destructive 
to wild life. 

7. Make suggestions for the Spring 
meeting on program and volunteer if 
you have something to contribute. We 
have much talent within our own group. 
Come prepared to contribute your 
share. You get what you give.-L. J. 

Moriarty. 
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Birding Along White River 
Velma. DeYrles 

Dear Mr. Johnson: 

Belvidere 
June 23, 1962 

Through the courtesy of Miss Esther 
Serr of Rapid City I have received the 
March and June issues of South Dakota 
Bird Notes, and have enjoyed them 
very much. Enclosed is $3.00 check 
for membership and subscription. 

Although I have enjoyed watching 
and identifying common prairie birds 
since I was a girl, it was Miss Serr 
(with the help of an elusive cuckoo 
that teased me all last summer) who 
prompted me to suggest a bird book 
(BIRDS OF AMERICA, Garden City) 
and a binocular for our family present 
last Christmas. The enthusiasm with 
which our five children have taken to 
bird watching would indicate that our 
choice was a happy one. 

Our ranch is near the banks of the 
White River, five and one-half miles 
southwest of Belvidere. Our window 
looks out upon cottonwood and Rus­
sian olive trees, so that we see a num­
ber of tree-loving birds as well as the 
prairie species that live in the river 
breaks and upland pastures. Last fall 
and winter we identified Chickadees, 
Slate-colored Juncos, Evening Gros­
beaks, Bohemian Waxwings, Tree Spar­
rows, a Red-breasted Nuthatch, Yellow­
bellied Sapsuckers, Brown Creepers, 
Downy Woodpeckers, Red-headed 
Woodpeckers, Pheasants, Sharp-tailed 
Grouse, and a Bald Eagle. 

This spring we had a great deal of 
amusement from the zany spinning and 
bobbing of a flock of Northern Phala­
ropes which spent several days (begin-
52 

ning March 27) on a small dam along 
the road to school. 

Birds are exceptionally numerous in 
this area this summer. Most common 
are Meadowlarks, Lark Buntings, Lark 
Sparrows, Brown Thrashers, Kingbirds, 
Crested Flycatchers, Mourning Doves, 
Red-headed Woodpeckers, Shrikes, Blue 
Jays, Flickers, Redwinged Blackbirds, 
Yellow-headed Blackbirds, Common 
Grack1es, and Orioles. I have been 
able to watch through the glasses at a 
distance the perching and flight of a 
Cuckoo. Another time I came upon 
one in a plum thicket and was able 
to watch it at close range as it sat "froz­
en" in its peculiar hunched position, 
tail hanging down. I could not tell 
whether it was the black or yellow­
billed species, but there was a distinct 
reddish cast about its eye and I could 
not make out any conspicuous white 
spots in its tail. But a cuckoo in the 
yard this evening had a distinctly yel­
low bill. 

Arthur Johnston reported seeing two 
large white birds swimming in the 
White River near his home this spring. 
A few days later, on May 27, the chil­
dren and I saw White Pelicans flying 
back and forth along the river. 

Last evening, as the children and I 
worked in the garden, we were enter­
tained by a Bobwhite who sat in full 
view on a nearby tree, whistling cheer­
fully. The Bobwhites in this area 
were planted by L. A. Pier a few years 
ago. Apparently they don't winter well 
here, as this is the first one we have 
heard this year. 

We have identified three different 
SOUTH DAKOTA BIRD NOTES 



orioles near our house this spring . The 

Bullock's Oriole has been around other 
years, and is easily identified by the 
orange color running along the sides 
of his head. But Sarah Jane McDonald 
and Lavonne Foreman were with me 
one Sunday afternoon when we were 
able to definitely identify bot h a male 
Baltimore Oriole and a male Orchard 
Oriole. We had been seeing a gray­
ish-brown bird with yellow on its head 
and underparts, and a dist inctive black 
mask over eyes and chin. We search­
ed vainly among warblers, sparrows, 
etc., in our books, wondering why a 
bird with such pronounced marking 
should not be featured on the colored 
plates. Finally I chanced upon a pic­
ture of a young male Orchard Oriole, 
and our search was over . 

The material by Claude Barr in the 
June Bird Notes on Long-billed Cur­
lews was particularly interesting to me. 
First , the Barrs have been neighbors 
and friends or my family since befo:e 
I was born. Second, I remember very 
well the Long-billed Curlews. They 
were common inhabitants of eastern 
Fall River County in the late 3J's and 
early 40's. And, third, this spring is 
the first time in the fifteen years 1 

have lived here at Belvidere that 1 

have seen or heard a curlew. We have 
heard them a number of times, and 
the men report seeing five or six of 
the birds out north of town when they 
were moving cattle on June 19. 

One of our pastures was a favorite 
nesting place of the curlews when I 
was a girl (seven miles northeast of 
Oelrichs). More than once I was the 
vict im of the bold and direct tactics by 
which they sought to protect their 
families and drive away intruders. As 
I rode dreamily through the rolling 
hills an old Curlew would rise noise­
lessly to a point above and behind me. 
Then, without warning , wings out­
stretched and long cur ved bill open 
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wide, it would swoop t o  within a !ew 
feet of the top of my hat, uttering a 
shrill, nerve-shattering "Cuurrr-lew­
lew-lew." The latter syllables were ut­
tered in rhythm to the beating of its 
wings as it picked up altitude and dis­
appeared over a rise, leaving me to re­
store my own equilibrium and that of 
my horse as best I could. 

Getting back t o  this spring, we en­
joyed watching a pair of young Great 
Horned Owls sitting on the horizontal 
limb of a dead tree. We discovered 
them late in May, and were able to 
watch them for almost a week before 
they became strong enough to find a 
hiding place away from our spying 
eyes. It was fun to look at them 
through the glasses from various vant­
age points. They sat on the branch, 
one staring over the other's shoulder. 
Regardless of the angle from which 
we approached them, we were met by 
a pair of stern faces, comical to behold 
on babies so fuzzy and helpless. 

We are hoping Esther Serr and a 
party from Rapid City will be able to 
come to our place sometime in Septem­
ber for a day of birding . Maybe we 

can pick up some pointers to help us 

get even more enjoyment out of a fas­

cinating hobby.-Velma (l\lrs. Wallace) 

De Vries. 

COVER 

We have failed to get from Wayne 

Trimm the story of the particular 

Golden Eagle whose picture graces 

our cover . But the bird was named 

Zeus and has a worthwhile story, we 

are assured by the Chapmans who 

own the original painting and gave 

the halftone to Bird Notes. 
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L Our Juniors 

Dear Juniors: 

Due to illness I was unable to attend 
the convention in Pierre, but I am very 
happy to learn from my friends that 
many of you were there. It must have 
been fun birding on Farm Island and 
helping Mrs. Holden with the banding. 

Thos e of you living near or in Water· 
town are very fortunate to have Dr. 
Moriarty as a leader . Perhaps you can 
organize a Watertown Bird Club soon. 

I think a good way to start a Junior 
Bird Club is by using the National Au­
dubon Society's material written espec­
ially for you. The third and fourth 
grades in my school used it last spring, 
along with their science unit on birds. 
While they spent only eight weeks, or 

LATE WINTER BffiDS 

Bill Talen, Jr. 

Many winter birds were seen in Wa­
tertown. I had as many as 4 Evening 
Grosbeaks and 12 Purple Finches . Bot h 
probably were attracted by sunflower 
seeds on the ground. 

I found a dead Purple Finch and an 
Evening Grosbeak. Bot h were beauti­
ful specimens and were killed by flying 
into picture windows . 

Very scarce compared to other years 
were the Cedar Waxwings, Downy 
Woodpeckers, and Red-breasted Nut­
hatches . Crows and Longspurs were 
common. And so were Slatc·colored 
Juncos . Bohemian Waxwings were al­
so common and were seen single (usu­
ally they congregate in flocks). 

Later on, in the spring, I identified 
a Bay-breasted Warbler and saw both 
kinglets many times. 

A dead Rose-breasted Grosbeak and 

54 

sixteen lessons on it, there is enough 
material to supply a club, meeting once 
a month, for a year. 

If any of you are interested, write to 
the National Audubon Society, 1130 
Fifth Avenue, New York 28, New York, 
and ask for information about their 
Junior Audubon Bird Clubs. 

Mr. Johnson and I were so happy 
to have three fine letters from Juniors 
i n  the March issue. Keep them coming. 

If any of you are in Rapid City this 

summer call me and maybe we can do 
some birding together. We are the on­
ly Yargcrs in the phone book. 

l hope you have had a happy sum­
mer.-Clara Yarger, 2742 St. Anne St., 

Rapid City. 

a Cape May Warbler were found. All 
the thrushes were seen and Mory saw 
a Canada Warbler.-Watertown. 

* ? 11: * 

A BIRDING TRIP 

Darlene Ewert, Age 9 

I would like to tell you about a bird· 
ing trip I took with the Black Hills 
Audubon Society. We went on Sunday, 
April 29, 1962. The weather was warm 
and sunny. The wind was mild. There 
were some clouds in the sky. The tem­
perature was 58. 

We met at the School of Mines cam­
pus i n  Rapid City. While waiting there, 
we saw English Sparrows and heard a 
Chipping Sparrow. 

We went east through Rapid Valley 
seeing several Western Meadowlarks 
and Red-wing Blackbir ds. 

We were going to a Great Blue Her­

on rookery. We left the cars near the 
road and walked back through a field 
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across a creek toward the rookery. On 
the walk we saw a Brewer 's Blackbird, 
Robins, Rough-winged Swallows, a Com­

mon Crow, and a Mourning Dove. We 
did not get too close to the rookery as 
it disturbed the birds but we could see 
their nests in the trees. We counted 
20 Herons. 

The Great Blue Heron is often called 

a Crane. One difference between them 
is that the Crane flies with its neck 
stretched out and the Heron with its 
neck folded back. 

Another new bird for me that day 
was the Long-billed Curlew. We saw 
three. One flew over our heads and I 

could tell what it was without binocu­
lars. We had seen 2 Curlews before 
that in a field with a bird that looked 
like a Willet. Mrs. Yarger wasn't pos­
itive it was a Willet but we think so. 

On our way home we saw a Rcd-shafl­
ed Flicker, Killdeer , Pheasant, Marsh 
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Hawk, and a Sparrow Hawk. I saw 16 
birds in all on my South Dakota check 
List. 

There were children and grown-ups 

from the Rapid Valley School. My two 
friends, Joanne and Bonnie French, 
and I are from Evergreen District.­
Rt. 1, Box 364 C, Rapid City, S. D. 

Ill • * * 

WATCHING BIRDS 

Sharon Loos, Age 8 

I like to watch birds. Do you? We 
have a Meadowlark at our bird bath 
every morning. Sometimes we see the 
English Sparrows there too. 

In our garage we have a Sparrow's 

nest. A Starling is trying to build its 
nest there too. But the Sparrow does· 
n't want him to do it. The Starling is 
trying to build it up while the Sparrow 
is away.-Box 329A, St. Road 787-4556, 
Rapid City. 

Screech 

Owl 

-E. W. Steffen 
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Birds' Nests of South Dakota 
L . . J. .lloriart�· 

A. 0. U. n-511 COl\ll\ION GRACKLE 

(Quiscalus quiscula) 

T
HE Common Grackle nests every­

where in eastern South Dakota. 
They arc inclined to nest colonially, 
often but a few feet apart in choke­
cherry thickets and other low brushy 
areas. They seem to prefer a location 
near water. However, they are adapt· 
ive and will use almost any kind of 
tree or bush. Conifers are favored. 

Usually the nest is placed from 6 to 
12 feet above ground but quite often 
somewhat higher. It is well construct­
ed, somewhat like a Robin's nest but 
larger, deeper, both overall and in 
depth of cup. It is usually built rather 
loosely on the outside bi.:t well woven 
as with all the black·bird·oriolc family, 
the weavers. 

The nests I find are built entirely 
of grasses, lined with finer rootlets, 
with some mud being used. I do not 
find any twigs or leaves used to any 
extent. The lining is circularly placed 
in a very neat manner. 

They start nest building in our area 
as early as the first part of May, in 
spruce trees, and sometimes rcnest in 
suitable seasons. 

The nest measures, on the outside, 
from 5 to 8 inches deep by 7 inches 
across, is tightly woven into a multiple 
fork of a tree. The cup is about 3� 
inches deep and 4 inches wide. 

The usual clutch is 5 eggs; but some­
times 4 or 6. I have found very few 
Cowbird eggs in grackle nests although 
redwing nests in the immediate area 
usually do have them. 
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The eggs are rather long ovate with 
a blue-green ground color blotched and 
heavily scrawled, most profusely around 
the larger end, with dark, purplish, 
brown with some smaller spots and 
scrawls that are distributed pretty well 
over the egg and appear to be within 
the shell or slightly under the surface. 
The large markings are definitely on 
the outside and can be felt. The eggs 
measure about 1.25 x 0.90 inches. 

This bird is rather fond of other 
birds' eggs and young, though not near­
ly so much so as the Bluejay. The 
p3rents are aggressive in defense of 
the nest. 

* * * * 

A. 0. U. #538 CHESTNUT COLLARED 

LONGSPUR 

(Calcarius ornatus) 

These nests are very hard to find at 
first. I hunted two summers without 
success. Now, in the first half of July, 
I can find as many as 4 or 5 nests in 
an hour or two. They arc found in 
short grass pastures and, most often, 
within a few feet of a rock or weed 
where the male can sit or perch to 
watch and sing. 

When one nears the nest area, the 
male will fly directly overhead, then 
usually directly over the nest, where it 
hovers and sings, alight about 20 or 30 

feet away, and utter the alarm call of 
three sharp notes, all of one pitch 
(thee, thee, thee). Then, when one 
moves closer to where the nest appears 
to be, watching closely to see whether 
the bird goes by on the same side, 

CContinu�l on Pa :f� G•i) 
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I General Notes of Special Interest I 
BANDING ON FARM ISLAND-Dur­
ing the Spring Meeting at Pierre, I 
stretched three mist nets on Farm Is­
land in the hopes of banding some of 
the many birds present in the area. By 
late Sunday afternoon 52 birds were 
b anded, representing 18 species. 

The following is the list of birds 
banded: Black-billed Cuckoo · 1, Alder 
Flycatcher - 4, House Wren · 1 ,  Catbird 
· 2, Brown Thrasher · l, Swainson's 
Thrush · 1, Cedar Waxwing · 1, Red­
eyed Vireo · 8, Black and White Warb­
ler · 1, Yellow Warbler - 3, (2 male, 1 
female ) ,  Ovenbird - 1, Macgillivray's 
Warbler - l, Yellow-breasted Chat · 5, 
American Redstart · 10 (4 males, 6 
females) , Baltimore Oriole - 2 females, 
Scarlet Tanager - 2 males, Black-head­
ed Grosbeak · 7 (5 males, 2 females),  
and Spotted Towhee · 1 .  

It was quite satisfying to see the en­
thusiasm of the Junior Members who 
helped me keep an eye on the nets. 
They really enjoyed seeing the birds in 
hand.-Nelda Holden <Mrs. Davjd J.), 

Brookings. 

* * * * 

TOWNSEND'S SOLITAIRE AT ABER· 
DEEN-I saw two different Solitaires 
in March, 1962: The first was in Aber­
deen on March 8, the other at Rich­
mond Lake State Park on March 28. 
I wat ched both birds for some time. 
The gray overall color , the white outer 
tail feathers, the tawny wing-patches, 
the eye-ring and size could belong t o  
no other species. 

Mrs. Paul G. Bunker, also an avid 
birder, too, saw a Solitaire in Aber­
deen about March 8.-L. R .  Lynch, 714 
8th Ave. S.  E., Aberdeen. 

SEPTEMBER, 1962 

CATTLE EGRET, GLOSSY IBIS, AND 
LEAST BITTERN AT SAND LAKE­
A Cattle Egret was first observed on 
the Sand Lake National Wildlife Ref­
uge, July 17, 1961. Since then a single 
bird of this species has been sighted 
several times in the same portion of the 
refuge during June, 1962. 

Another new record was est ablished 
at the Sand Lake Refuge with the 
sighting of a Glossy Ibis on June 7, 
1962. The bird was not found in later 
visits to this marsh. 

The Least Bittern is recorded as an 
occasional visitor to the refuge, but 
none have been seen for several years 
prior t o  1962. This species was sighted 
frequently near the refuge observation 
site on State Highway 10 during the 
months of May and June, 1962.-Lyle 
J. Schoonover, Refuge Manager, Sand 
Lake Refuge, Columbia. 

WHOOPING CRANE SIGHTED NEAR 
MARTIN, SOUTH DAKOTA-On the 
afternoon of May 18, 1962 I was driving 
south on highway 73 about 15 miles 
north of the headquarters of the La­
Creek National Wildlife Refuge. At a 
distance of about a half a mile I noticed 
a large white bird feeding in a shallow 
pothole. I thought at once that this 
bird must be a whooping crane, but I 
could not really believe my great fort­
une i n  seeing a member of this nearly 
extinct species until I parked at the 
side of the road and observed the bird 
closely through field glasses and my 20 
power spotting scope. 

The whooping crane I observed was 
evidently a young bird, since many 
brown feathers were apparent in its 
plumage. The vivid coloring of the 
head that I expected was not present 
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although the color pattern of pink on 
the base of the bill and black on the 
head was very definite. This bird was 
all alone on the small pothole and I 
observed it closely from a distance of 
about 75 yards. I watched the bird un­
til I was certain in my own mind that 
I was actually seeing a whooping crane. 

I then drove to the headquarters of 
the Lacreek National Wildlife Refuge 
where I not ified all staff members of 
my observation. All of the personnel, 
with our wives and children, returned 
to the pothole where I had seen the 
whooping crane. It was still there and 
put on an excellent demonstration of 
the characteristic feeding habits of the 
species for a period of one-half hour, as 
we all  watched. At one time we thought 
that the bird would fly away. It rose 
into the air several feet with its wings 
out-spread but then settled back down 
to the water's edge and continued to 
feed. 

The whooper did not seem to be 
troubled by the traffic along highway 
73 or by the two car-loads of people 
watching. We left it undisturbed along 
the edge of the pothole. 

We left the whooper at about 5:00 
p .  m. I returned to the refuge and 
picked up a movie camera to try to get 
some pictures. However, when I re­
turned t o  the pothole about 5:45, the 
bird was gone. We searched for it on 
water areas in the immediate vicinity 
but could not find it. 

The wife of the rancher on whose 
land the bird was seen said she had 
seen a large white bird on this pothole 
early in the morning but had not gone 
close to it and did not know what kind 
of bird it was. The whooper had evi­
dently spent a n  entire day in the vi· 
cinity of Martin resting and feeding 
and then moved on north, continuing 
its migration. It probably was a strag­
gler from the main flock of whooping 
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cranes which went through South Da· 
kota about two weeks before the bird 
was seen near the LaCreek Refuge. 

Each year we have reports of one or 
more whooping cranes being observed 
near the refuge but this is the first 
time that we have been able to verify 
a n  observation of that bird.-C. A. 
Hughlett, LaCreek Refuge, l\1artin. 

* * * * 

SW ANS I N  NORTHEASTERN SOUTH 
DAKOTA-On April 14, 1962, a flock 
of 12 Whistling Swans passed over our 
farm, flying low and headed North. 

The next day, at Lake Albert, 41h 
miles north, the lake itself was still 
icebound but the sloughs and potholes 
nearby were full of water. At Swartz 
Slough there were over 100 Swans, as 
well as 2 Buffleheads, 46 White-fronted 
Geese, 12 Common Mergansers, 8 Can­
vasbacks and 12 Lesser Scaup. 

More Swans were in the larger pot· 
holes in a two-mile square east of Lake 
Albert and west of Highway 12. These 
birds were tame and feeding in pot· 
holes in fall-plowed soilbank land and 
in potholes in plowed cornfields. I n  
the water of three potholes a total of 
330 Swans were counted. In the air, 
flying low and going west were about 
90 more. They straggled along and were 
easy t o  count. 

In all, my count came to 520 and I 
a m  sure there were more than that. 

In the same area the next day, April 
16, only 21 Swans were still to be found, 
mostly old birds, I believe, while the 
ducks had greatly increased in species 
and numbers. By the next day all the 
Swans were gone and none were seen 
later.-Lowry Elliott, Milbank. 

* * * * 

WOODCOCK IN BROOKINGS-Sunday 
morning, March 25th, Herbert Cheever 
called to say he had an American 
Woodcock in his yard. We quickly 
grabbed camera equipment, binoculars 
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and bird guides hoping to get there be­
fore it might be disturbed. Sure en­
ough there it sat, just about 15 feet 
from their dining room window, at the 
base of a shrub. There was no mistak­
ing it with its long bill and barred 
crown. It was a hazy morning but the 
coloration showed up well. It sat in 
the same spot, occasionally changing 
its position, all the time we observed it. 
Orena Cooper and Gerald Spawn were 
there observing it also. Mr. Spawn was 
able to get some good pictures of it. 

The Woodcock remained until 4:00 
that afternoon when Mrs. Cheever chas­
ed away a hunting dog which came in­
to the yard. The Woodcock was gone 
when she went back into the house and 
was not seen again. 

In the past South Dakota Bird Notes, 
the Woodcock is listed as accidental in 
the Checklist of South Dakota Birds 
(VIII: 19). It was observed three other 
times in the past 10 years; one June 
2, 1954 at Bird Haven near Milbank 
by Lowry Elliott (Vl:35), one in the 

extreme S. E. corner of Union County 
on June 13, 1959, by Wm. Youngworth 
(X:63), and one feeding on a lawn of 
a home in Sioux Falls on July 22, 1959 
by John S. Tuthill (X1:35). 

These observations were all made af­
ter migration. Evidently the Woodcock 
at Brookings was migrating through 
and stopped to rest during the day be­
fore moving on that night.-Nelda Hol­
den, Brookings. 

• * • t) 

MOCKINGBIRD NEAR SIOUX FALLS 
-On June 1 ,  1962 I had the pleasure of 
seeing a Mockingbird at my home 
northeast of Sioux Falls. The pictures 
of Peterson and Pough matched the 
bird I saw in every detail. 

The bird remained for three days and 
then disappeared. It drank from our 
pedestal birdbath, foraged on our front 
lawn in full view of my 7 x 50 bin-
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ocular and perched on some low bushes 
(Viburnwn Ientago). It was shy and, 

when the door was opened, quickly flew 
to the cover of a red cedar tree. It al­
so sang twice that I heard, its song 
conforming closely to that recorded by 
Allen and Kellog. 

The general similarity between the 
Mockingbird and the Townsend's Solit­
aire proved a little confusing to me in 
March of last year when one of the lat­
ter visited the same place where I saw 
the Mockingbird this year. A hurried 
glance could lead t o  some diffic ulty in 
identification, particularly to a begin­
ner such as I. But now I am sure that 
both birds visited our home.- R. R. 

Nelson, Rt. 2, Box 122, Sioux Falls. 

* • * * 

BIRDS OF THE TRI-STATE AREA-
From the varied observations mailed, 

telephoned or told t o  this writer , there 
must be hundreds of people in the Tri­
state area interested in birds. They tell 
of the behavior of well-known birds; 
they tell of the less common and lhc 
rare, their observations sufficiently ac­
curate that the bird, if a stranger, may 
be identified thru bird guides. Later 
the identification is confirmed and 
sometimes the new bird becomes fam­
iliar t o  many-as with the waxwings 
and evening grosbeaks. 

There are Townsend's solitaires in 
this area. They nest, we know, along 
Redwater east of town and make occa­
sional visits to our hill. A few years 
ago, when a pair of mockingbirds nest­
ed in Hay Creek draw, any number of 
people were certain that we were mis­
taking the solitaire for the mocking­
bird. But we weren't. We had both. 
Though both birds have somewhat sim­
ilar colors, the silhouette particularly, 
is different-so different that one can 
be told from the ot her in flight. 

Known to many in this area now is 
the Lewis woodpecker-an 11-inch, 
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dark woodpecker with a rose-red belly, 
a wide gray (almost lavender) collar 
and bib, black head and red face. This 
woodpecker is seen, both winter and 
summer, i n  the ponderosa timber near 
Colony and in Belleview where the pon· 
dcrosa finger into town. 

With a bit of concentrated obscrva· 
tion, these birds might all be added to 
the list of birds of the northern Black 
Hills.-Irma G. Weyler, Daily Belle 
Fourche Post. 

" . . . 

OLIVE-SIDED FLYCATCHER NEAR 
S I OUX FALLS-May 26, 1962, at 8:00 
a. m., the sky was ove rcast in the area 
or my home in the foot of the Cactus 
Hills northeast of Sioux Falls. In a 
low spot with tall willows and thick 
undergrowth I observed a large, thick· 
necked bird perched in flycatcher !ash· 
ion on the upper most dead limb of the 
tallest black willow (Salix nigra) in the 
area. 

It would occasionally sally forth and 
then return to the branch. With an 
excellent opportunity to view the bird, 
standing only about 30 feet from the 
tree in which it perched, I could sec 
the breast and belly whic h, upon refer· 
ring to Peterson's "Guide," exactly 
matched the description: "a dark jack· 
ct  unbuttoned down the front." 

The size of the bill-quite large, dis· 
tinct whiteness of the throat, and very 
stocky appearance (a litt le smaller than 
the Crested Flycatche r but seemingly 
with little or no neck) made the iden­
tification of the Olive-sided Flycatcher 
unmistakable. Upon my return to the 
house I consulted Pough's "Eastern 
Land Birds" and found it bore out the 
identification, as did Youngworth's 
Olive-sided Flycatcher as a l\figrant in 
the Upper Missouri River Valley, Bird 
Notes XIII I:28. 

The only distinctive characteristic 
that I did not see-the bird had flown 
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Cedar Waxwing 
K W �le>fen 

while I was watching it and did not 
return-were the white patches on its 
sides. However, Peterson remarks that 
they are not always visible and are not 
determinat ive. Youngworth's c o m· 
ments upon its perching habits-tall 
dead branches or trees near banks 
(this one was near a sand pit), its sol· 
itary habits, its migrational silence. and 
its occasional sightings by birders in 
eastern South Dakota all tend to con· 
firm the identification. 

The dates of migration given by 
Youngworth (May 10-25) are close. -
R. R. Nelson, Rt. 2, Box 122, Sioux 
Falls. 

* Ill * * 

PLUMAGE VARIATION IN SCARLET 
TANAGER-The Scarlet Tanagers 
banded on Farm Island were of inter· 
est to me for they had a red spot in the 
black wing. It appeared in the meta· 
carpal area near the bend of the wing, 
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and showed up very nicely in the Kod­
achrome Slide taken of one of the birds. 

I became curious so did some re­
searc h on the Scarlet Tanager. In one 
of my Auk Magazines I found this state­
ment in Robert W. Nero's article Plum­
age Aberrations in Redwings: "The 
Rose-breasted Grosbeak (Pheucticus lu­
dovicianus,) and the Scarlet Tanager 
(Piranga olivacca) show considerable 
red in this area of the wing in sub-adult 
plumage, and usually this part of the 
adult plumage is all black, but in a few 
Scarlet Tanagers I have found red fea­
thers scattered among the black." 
(Auk, 71:149). Evidently my two tan­
agers were sub-adult.-Nelda Holden 
(Mrs. David J.), Brookings 

EVENING GROSBEAKS AT ABER­
DEEN-Numbers of Evening Gros­
beaks were seen in Aberdeen during 
the past winter. My first sighting was 
on January 1, 1962, of a male and fe­
male. Later, in February, I saw three 
flocks at different times in the same 
hackberry tree, the largest of 11 birds, 
the others of 9 and 6. Probably the 
same birds were included in all. Many 
other people reported seeing quite a 
few of the birds at different times.­
L. R. Lynch, 714 8th Ave. S. E., Aber­

deen. 

LONG-BILLED CURLEWS N E A R  
PIERRE-At a point 8 miles north and 
7 miles west of the junction of High­
way 14 and the cast access road to 
Oahc Dam, late in the afternoon of May 
27, 1962, two Long-billed Curlews were 
first noticed by Dr. David Holden of 
Brookings and South Dakota State Col­
lege. 

At once the car was stopped and 
backed up to a favorable viewing posi­
tion while all present studied the birds 
with care, comparing with the picture 
and text i n  Pet erson. 

The two Curlews were in company, 
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though separated by a hundred yards 
when first seen. Their distances from 
the car were about 50 and 100 yards. 
Soon the near bird Hew to join the 
other, giving us an image of the flight 
attitude. 

Through 7 x 50 binoculars used by 
all, the distinctive length and curve of 
bill could be plainly seen. The weath­
er was cloudy but the light was ade­
quate to show the varying shades of 
brown, both at rest and in flight. The 
grass was green from recent rains but 
still too short to conceal anything of 
the birds but their legs and feet. 

Besides Dr. Holden there were pres­
ent: Blanche Battin, Jean Jonke!, Mr. 
and Mrs. J. W. Johnson, and Mary Ab­
erdeen Ketelle.-J. W. Johnson, Huron. 

ENGLISH SPARROWS D E S T  R 0 Y 
MARTIN EGGS On the afternoon of 
June 10, 1962, I sat for a few minutes 
on the lawn, watching many Purple 
Martins and a few House Sparrows as 
they entered and left various rooms of 
the martin house. l was trying to de­
termine whic h rooms were in the pos­
session of each species. 

A pair of House Sparrows left the 
opposit e side of the house and came 
down to the paved driveway about 15 
feet from me. As one Sparrow still was 
about 18" above the road I heard a 
"Plop." The two birds returned im­
mediately to the martin house. 

Walking over to the spot on the drive 
where the Sparrows had been, I found 
a freshly smashed martin egg. 

In other years I have found good in­
dications of the destruction of martin 
eggs by pecking and by rolling them 
from the nest and dropping them onto 
a concrete foundation that held the 
tower. On circumstantial evidence I 
called the sparrows guilty. 

In the act described I do not know 
whether the egg was carried by the 
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male or the female sparrow. Nor do I 
know how the sparrow was able to 
carry the egg. It seems it must have 
been in the feet.-Chas. P. Crutchett, 
Armour. 

(Editor's note: I too have had no 
doubts about the sparrows destroying 
martin eggs. Using a George Lowery 
design house this year for the first 
time, I was able to keep close check 
on the nests and numbers of eggs. One 
or two eggs would be taken from a 
martin's nest each day until all were 
gone. The shells would be found on 
the ground under the house, as though 
the egg were simply rolled out, to 
break on the ground. 

Then, the very afternoon that I re­
ceived Mr. Crutchett's letter, I had con­
firmation that the eggs must be car­
ried sometimes: In the Lowery style 
house all the apartments open on the 
front of the house. But I found a fresh· 
ly broken egg BACK of the house, 
where it could not have been if it had 
fallen o r  been rolled out the opening 
of the apartment. And there was no 
wind blowing during the period when 
it must have been done. 

I suppose we might , however, suggest 
the possibility of a falling egg being 
struck accidently by a flying or strug­
gling bird in the air to account for the 
location where this one was found, and 
somet hing of the sort is always possi­
ble.-Ed.) 

GOOSE MIGRATION-1962-0n April 
4, 1962, Mrs. Moriarty and I drove 
south from Watertown 6 miles to Helb­
ing's Sloughs, where a concentration of 
Snow, Blue, Canada, Lesser Canada, 
and White-fronted Geese were found. 

From there we went west 4 miles 
and then south toward Hayti. On the 
way we came upon one of the greatest 
concentrations of geese we had ever 
seen. This flock on the ground and 
water was over a mile long and about 
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25 to 30 yards wide, and covered the 
surface so completely that it looked like 
a great snowdrift. 

With a 22 power scope and estimat­
ing by hundreds, I figured there were 
over 30,000 geese in this flock. 

On, south to Marsh Lake, Lake Nord­
en, and Lake Albert, where we saw 
more great flocks. I estimate we saw 
about 1000 White-fronted Geese, 10,-
000 Canadas of the various sizes, 35,000 
Blue and even more Snow Geese, mak­
ing, in about three hours, a n  estimated 
80,000 geese or more. 

This was probably a once in a life­
time event.-L. J. Moriarty. 

INLAND BIRD BANDING ASSOCIA· 
TION-will hold its Annual Conference 
in Omaha, Nebraska, November 3-4,  
1962, at the Gene Appley Library, Uni­
versity of Omaha. Host groups are the 
Omaha Bird Club and the University of 
Omaha. 

Meals will be served on the Campus 
at cost. Elmwood Park borders the 
Campus to provide ample birding area 
within walking distance . Parking space 
is available on the Campus. Many mo­
tels and hotels are within a few blocks 
of the Campus. The new library build­
ing has projection booth with sound 
equipment. A lounge across the hall 
from the Auditorium will be available 
and coffee will be served there. Plan­
ning is for a broad program for the 
benefit of all interested in ornithology. 

SDOU members are invited to at­
tend. For more information contact 
Mrs. John Lueshen, Wisner, Nebraska, 
General Chairman. 

ODDLY COLORED WARBLER WEST 
OF PIERRE-While returning to Dead­
wood from the SDOU meeting at Pierre 
May 27, 1962, my son, Dick, and I stop­
ped to look over a typical prairie pot­
hole about fifty miles west of Pierre. 
We noted about the expected resident 

SOUTH DA KOT A BIRD NOTES 



species for this type of habitat as well 
as a number of Redstarts. 

I put my binocular on a movement 
in a small tree in the willows next to 
the water and saw what I was about to 
dismiss as another female Redstart 
when she turned and displayed a dark 
pattern on the breast. This called for a 
closer look. 

We were surrounded by miles of roll­
ing prairie, without another tree in 
sight; so she was more or less confined 
to our immediate a1,ea. Although she 
was hopping about in the usual unco­
operative warbler manner, we could 
always find her for another look; so 
we were able to observe her closely. 

She was olive on the back, wings, and 
tail, seemingly a little darker than the 
average female redstart. Wings were 
plain but the tail had the usual large 
yellow "windows." Breast and belly 
were grayish with a narrow stripe of 
yellow on the sides. The markings on 
the chest were heavy black spots ar­
ranged in necklace formation as on the 
Canada warbler, but on one side only, 
stopping about at the midline of the 
breast . I also had the impression that 
she was smaller than the usual female 
redstart but perhaps within the normal 
variation of individuals. 

I am unfamiliar with hybridization 
among the warblers and can find no 
reference to it among the books avail­
able to me. But this bird suggests 
a product of a redstart plus some other 
warbler, with the Canada being a likely 
suspect. If anyone has any other ideas 
I would appreciate hearing them.-Dr. 
V. B. Van Heuvelen, Deadwood. 

;) * ::: * 

GRACKLES KILL T HRUSH-On the 
morning of May 19, 1962, Miss Etta 
French heard a commotion in her yard 
and saw two grackles attacking a small­
er bird, which they seemed to have 
penned in the corner of the fence. 

Miss French rushed to the victim's 
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defense but the grackles had pecked it 
severely. She picked up the small bird, 
still alive. It died in her hand. She 
brought the still warm body to my drug 
store for identification. 

It was a beautiful Gray-cheeked 
Thrush.-Chas. P. Crutchett, Armour. 

* ':' * * 

AUDUBON SCREEN TOURS AT AB· 
ERDEEN-Henry M. Reeves, 810 15th 
Ave. S. E., advised that arrangements 
have been completed for the Audubon 
Screen Tours to present three lectures 
with their wildlife color films there 
during the coming winter. 

The series starts October 26, 1962 
with Charles T. Hotchkiss, Teton Trails, 
foll owed February 8, 1963 by Edgar T. 
Jones, Alberta Outdoors, and March 23 
1963 by Bristol Foster, Roving Three 
Continents. 

The lectures will start at 8:00 p. m. 
at the Auditorium of Northern State 
Teachers College. Season, or single, 
Family, Adult, or student tickets on 
sale at Weber Floral in Aberdeen and 
at the door. 

Local sponsor is the Aberdeen Gard· 
e n  Club, Mr. Paul Underwood, presi­
dent. 

This editor, having been privileged 
to attend some sixty Audubon Screen 
Tour lectures, including two of those 
listed above, in the past 12 years, feels 
no hesitation in recommending them, 
both for their educational value and 
unequalled entertainment. 

* * * * 

PURPLE FINCHES AT PICKEREL 
LAKE-On Wednesday morning, Jan­
uary 31, 1962, the pungent aroma of 
brewing coffee slowly drifting into the 
bedroom helped to speed me into my 
thermal underwear in preparation for 
a day of ice fishing. 

"Hurry, there is a sparrow-like bird 
with lots of red all over it feeding on 
the front lawn," my wife, Agnes, was 
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calling from the kitchen. She was ac­
customed to the usual Juncos , Downies, 
Hairies, Chickadees , Pheas ants, Red­
polls, Creepers and Nuthatches in our 
yard but this was something diffcr�n!. 

I hurriedly put the glasses on the 
bird and sure enough it was a male 
Purple Finch. I was elated, too, be­
caus e the last one I had seen was a 
lone male in October, 1953 about 150 
yards from this same spot. Later that 
same afternoon there were two of 
them, the male, plus a female or an 
immature. We saw them several times 
each day from the 31st of January to 

�---===--

the 12th of February, 1962. For the 
greater majority of times they were 
together although there were a few 
instances when we would see just one 
or the other. 

We had cleared a spot on our front 
lawn about 4 feet square and only 12 
feet from our picture window. Th:s 
was replenished daily with sunflower 
seeds. The Finches seemed t o  pick up 
the seed, turn it over in their mandi­
bles until it was vertical, and then 
crush and eat it. This was quite a 
contrast from the manner of the Tree 
Sparrows and the Juncos . They did 

Wes tern Meadow lark 
-E. W. Steffen 
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not go through this procedure but 
seemed to be able to crush the seed i n  
any position and with much less effort . 

Peterson says, "rosy-red-brightest 
on head and rump." Roberts says, 

richest on crown and palest on 
rump." The particular male we saw 
was just as bright on the rump as on 
his head-in fact I thought the r ump 
was the brightest color on the whole 
bird. The red coloring on his breast 
made the white area look like an invert­
ed V. 

Femal e or immature? We could de­
tect no "greenish yellow on rump or 
underparts," or "on the edges of tail 
and wing feathers," according to Rob­
erts. He also says, "the first nuptial 
plumage of the male is practically like 
that of the female." The bird was gen­
erally brownish with a lot of stripes, 
huffy white below, streaked with brow:i 
and about the size of a house sparrow 
wlth a large finch bill and a w'.1itish 
stripe above the eye.-Hennan and A3-

ncs Chilson, Pickerel Lake, Day Coun­
ty. 

* * * * 

LAZULA BUNTING AT FEEDER IN 
WATERTOWN-After many years of 
birding I have had only fleeting 
glimpses of the Lazul a Bunting. Then 
on May 20, 1962, a beautiful full plum­
aged male fed at my feeder with the 
sparrows for an hour. On the afternoon 
of the same day, while birding at the 
Waubay Wildlife Refuge, I saw another 
male on a bush in perfect light. I had 
never seen them at all cast of Pierre, 
and wonder if they did not migrate a 
little cast of their usual range this year . 
-L. J. Moriarty, Watertown. 

* B :!: * 

SCISSOR-TAILED FLYCATCHER IN 
LYMAN COUNTY-On June 18, 1962, 
on a trip t o  Winner, I saw a Scissor· 
tailed Flycatcher along the highway at 
a point just half a mile west of Vivian. 
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Having been raised i n  Oklahoma, 
where this species is common, I am 
quite familiar with it and its behavior ; 
there is little chance for me t o  be mis­
taken in my identification. I was able 
to observe the bird both sitting and in 
flight from a distance of about 125 feet . 

This flycacher has the swooping and 
dipping flight of the kingbirds. The 
addition of frequent flourishes of the 
long tail feathers gives an effect not 
likely t o  be confused with any other 
bird.-Weudell Bever, Chief, Game Di­

vision, Department of Game, Fish, and 
Parks, Pierre. 

* * * * 

CAPE MAY WARBLER KILLED AT 
WATERTOWN-On May 15, 1962, Pet­
er Beardsley brought me five birds 
that were killed by striking windows. 
Among them was a male Cape May 
Warbler. This is a rare bird, one I 
have never seen anywhere before. It i s  
on our check-list but I wonder if any­
one in the group has identified it in 
our state in recent years.-L. J. Mor iar­
ty, Watertown. 

* * * * 

COMMON EGRET AT WATERTOWN 
-At 7:45 a. m., April 30, 1962, in driv­
ing t o  my office, I used the street at 
the east side of the Sioux River in the 
northwest part of Watertown. There 
I saw a large white bird that I knew 
must belong to the Heron family. 

I drove back home, about 4 blocks 
away, and got my 22 power scope. The 
bird proved to be a Common Egret. Not 
so common in our state, though it has 
been seen before, and new to me for 
the state. 

The following morning two of the 
birds were feeding in the same area 
and regularl y until May 4, when Mrs. 
Moriarty got to see them.-L. J. l\for­
iarty, Watertown. 
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Lois N. Chapman and Sage Grouse Chick, Harding Co. 

Birds' Nests 
(Con1lnuP.d fron1 Pa..:t• !'i6) 

watching where he sings and hovers, 
the nest can usually be found at once. 
Generally it is not far from a rock, of­
ten in buffalo grass, and sometimes 
hidden under a tuft of grass. 

The cup is about 2'-!i inches across by 
1 ¥.! inches deep, lightly lined with fine 
grass. The rim is level with the 
ground. 

The usual clutch is five but some 
nests with three or four young indicate 
they sometimes lay fewer or, perhaps, 
some fail to hatch. The eggs measure 
0.8'.) x 0.60 inches, arc ovate and of a 
light grayish white ground color, spot­
ted rather liberally with dirty brown 
in smallish spots, without much scrawl­
ing. I have never found a nest with 
Cowbird eggs. 

The young are rather black skinned, 
with a creamy yellow down. I have 
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watched them being fed rather large, 
unidentified, green worms which the 
parent tears into portions for division 
among the nestlings. Both parents 
feed the young and the male is more 
bold around the nest and will often 
hover only 2 or 3 feet over one's head. 

I believe this bird must nest twice 
a season as I have found nests with 
eggs, others with downy young, another 
with young just able to fly a few feet 
and immatures on the fence able to 
care for themselves, all on the same 
day: July 16. 

They nest in suitable short grass, 
hilly and stony pastures, both cast and 
west of the Missouri, throughout the 
state. They are inclined to nest colon­
ially, at least, several nest in the same 
pasture and the nests I have found 
were about 100 yards apart. 

The birds defend their territory, at 
least, near the nest-Watertown. 
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Benham, Carrie A. ··--··-·················-··-················· ··-·-·················· Box 836, Mitchell 
Berdahl, James 0. -·· ........ . ······-······-·····-··········· 125 S. Main Ave., Sioux Falls 
Berner, Les ... .... ... ····················-·············-··-······-······· 608 N. Poplar, Pierre 
Berry, Rev. Clayton . ...... ···-························· 4 Second Avenue S. E., Watertown 
Black Hills Teachers College ···········-·····················-······-···--····--··-··-······· Spearfish 
Bonham, Mrs. Arthur ·············-····-·····-··································-······················- .. Britton 
Boyce, Dr. Raymond, M. D. ············-··················· __ .... 628'1.? 6th St., Rapid City 
Breeden, Miss Marjorie ... ··············-·····-·-··------··-··-··· 211 East Prospect , Pierre 
Breen, Mrs. Enoch ···········-·················-···················· . . ·--·····-···········-····-· Hurley 
Brookings Carnegie Library ................. ··-··-· ........ ........ 524 4th St., Brookings 
Brown, Wendell ··············-······-·········-················· 5224 Blake Rd., Minneapolis, Minn. 
Bunker, Mrs. Paul -·········-···· ..... ········----· ··-·····-·· ···-·-·-··--·--· Rt. 1, Aberdeen 
Burgi, M. E. ·············-·········-··········-····-··-··--············-···-···············-··· Springfield 
Burgi, Lola ···-··-······· ·-··-···-·············-··············-···-·············--·· ..................... Springfield 
Buttz, Mrs. Jane A. ·································-····-················-···· ··-··· ·- 345 Harney, Custer 
Card, Harold ······-···-·······-····--····-··-·--·········-··-····--···-··-······-········· ..... Webster 
Carlsen, J. C. ···-·-··-··-··-··-··-··-····-····-·-·-···· 2045 3rd St. N. W., Minot, N. Dak. 
Carlson, Mrs. Herman E. ······---·········-······--····--·-···-·····-··············--····--··· Britton 
Carter, Dennis L. ·······-·-·--·······-············--···········-······- 857 8th St., Boulder, Colo. 
Cave, Mrs. R. B. ···-···········-····· 260 North Shore Drive, Lake Kampeska, Watertown 
Chapman, H. F. ··-······-······-··-····--···-·-·-·-···--·- 712 S. Dakota Ave., Sioux Falls 
Chapman, Mrs. H. F. --····-·-············--····--·······-···· 712 S. Dakota Ave., Sioux Falls 
Chase, I. H. ·······-······························-·····-···--------·-·-·-·-··-··· Box 272, Rapid City 
Chilson, Herman P. ···-········-···-····-···········--·················-··· 325 W. 8th Ave., Webster 
Cramer, Mrs. Carol ··-···-···-·····-·····-···· Northern State Teachers College, Aberdeen 
Cronkhite, Earl ······-··-···-·-·-······-······-·-···----------·--------------·-·-···-··· Desmet 
Crutchett, Chas. P. ·······-·····-···-····-······-·-·-···-·····-··-··-········--···-···-···-··-·· Armour 
Crutchett, Mrs. Louisa ···--·········-···-···················-······-···-··-------·-·· ····- ·-··· Armour 
Dafnis, Mrs. William ·······---···-··········-···--··-··-····--· ... 719 So. 10th St., Aberdeen 
Dahling, Mrs. Ury -···-····-·············--·······-···-·--·-··· 1011 E. 2nd St., Webster 
Deadwood Public Library ····-·-··············· Mrs. Elmer Pontive, Librarian, Deadwood 
Deane, Mrs. Claude ···-···-·-··············-····-·····-······-·········-···--------·-···-······-·· Alcester 
Deitz, Mrs. Lillie --······-·········-······················-····-··········--· .... __ ·-········-······ Groton 
Desjalais, J. H. ···-··--·-··-········-·--······-·--·-······-········ .. 1068 Main Street, Sturgis 
De Vries, Velma (Mrs. Wallace) ······-······-·······-----------·-··-····- ----···-·· Belvidere 
Ditmanson, H. A., Manager ···-·-····-···········- Sharaton Carpenter Hotel, Sioux Falls 
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Drissen, Mrs. Edward M. ____________ . -------------·····------ .. . _________ Britton 
Drissen, Edward N. ····-----------------·-··-··----------- . 20 Willow Street, Vermillion 
Duffner, Dorothy ·······--··-······ ··········-····· 616 2nd Ave., S. E., Watertown 
Duffner, F. A. -----------···· ------------ Box 216, Watertown 
Dumont, Phillip A. . __________ 4114 Fessenden St. N. W ., Washington 16, D. C. 
Eastman, Whitney _________ 7000 Valley View Road, Minneapolis 24, Minn. 
Elliott, Lowry __ ·----------- _____ .. Route 1, Box 84, Milbank 
Fantle, Mrs. Zelda ···-------- --------- 6 River View Heights, Sioux Falls 
Felton, W. R. Jr. ·····------------------------------------------- McCook Lake, Jefferson 
Fiksdal, Richmond ······-·····-····· ___ -------------····. ----------- ·····--······· Webster 
Findley, J. S. ······················-····· .... . --····-···-···· 1201 So. Center Ave., Sioux Falls 
Findley, Mrs. J. S. ·····------------·- ----------···· 1201 So. Center Ave., Sioux Falls 
Fiscus, Clifford II. ·····------- 750 Belmont Ave., E. Apt. 17, Seattle 2, Washington 
Flett, Charles D . ... ------------------------- ------... ___________ Clarkfield, Minnesota 
Flett, Miss Louise ------------ ______ __ ... 506 So. 1st Street, Milbank 
Fox, Adrian C. ___ Box 521, Benjamin Franklin Sta., Washington 4, D. C. 
Freeman, Tom _________ ______ _ 1010 No. Main, Mitchell 
Froiland, Dr. S. G. ------------- _______ 1910 So. Duluth Ave., Sioux Falls 
Gates, Miss Doris ······-·········---- .. --------------- So. Rt., Chadron, Nebr. 
General Beadle College Library ···········- -·-·-------·-··· Madison 
Gilbert, R. A. . ·····-···············- _ ----------········ .. . ...... Belle Fourche 
Gill, Gertrude .. . ----------------------··-·-··· ............ 613 W. 16th St., Sioux Falls 
Goebel, George L. -········· ---·····-······--···-·· 1726 So. Grange Ave., Sioux Falls 
Goldin, Leland . ·····-·······-···--····-······---- --------···· __________ Mellette 
Grace, Dr. Cyril W. ·---------- _ .. Woodlawn G4, Tahlequah, Okla. 
Graham, Mrs. Allred ------------------------- __ Jacksonville, New York 
Gross, Ellwood _ ____________ . Madison 
Habeger, Ruth _______________ .. _ ___________ 502 N. Egan, Madison 
Hagen, Mrs. George E., Librarian ·----- . ------........ ·····--·-···· Armour 
Haight, Cecil P. .. ·········-····· . ·····-···-······ 1106 Ames Ave., Spearfish 
Halbritter, Wesley E. ···········-······-······-·························· 112 West 42nd, Sioux Falls 
Hall, Willis ···········--·-······ . ___ ................. 1111 Douglas Ave., Yankton 
Harper, Dr. E. W. _ -····-············ _________ 61h S. Broadway, Watertown 
Harrell, Byron E. _ ----------------------- .... Zoology Dept., U. of S. D., Vermillion 
Harris, Bruce K. ___________ 912 W. Alvarado, Carlsbad, New .Mexico 
Harter, Lois __ _________ ______ _ ____ Highmore 
Harter, Mrs . .Morris .. --------------- ---------···· ____ Highmore 
Hawkins, Robert J. --------------. The Hotchkiss School, Lakeville, Connecticut 
Hawkins, Mrs. F. E. ···-······-··········· _____________ _ ____________ Highmore 
Ileinson, C. W . ... ···········---------·····--······-··············-··· 752 S. 3rd Ave., Sioux Falls 
Hempel, David . . .................. ·--·· --·-··········--·-··· 59 E. 3rd Ave., Webster 
Herting, Gerald ___ ·····--·- --·················- .. ------··········-··· .  704 12th Ave., Brookings 
Hill, Mrs. Lois ·····-···--------------·---------------····· 667 Calif. Ave., S. W., Huron 
Holden, Dr. David J. ·------------- -------------- Route 1, Box 80, Brookings 
Holden, Mrs. David ---------. ------------ Route 1, Box 80, Brookings 
Hughlett, Charles A. ____ _______ LaCreek Refuge, Martin 
Hurd, Richard M. .. .. --------- Star Route, Riverside Park, Juneau, Alaska 
Huron Public Library, Blanche Battin, Librarian ----··· Huron 
Hyde, Mrs. A. L. .... ······--·-····-·-·····----· __ ·---------- Box 366, Rapid City 
Hyde, Mrs. F. R. . ·-·····-········ ·······---------------- 517 N. Grand, Pierre 
Hyde County Library, Nellie Rudd, Librarian ··-·······-······· ·······-··· Highmore 
Jenney, Miss Elice ·-····-··--····· -----------····-··· .. ·····---------- Delmont 
Jenni, Donald A. __ -------------------------------- % Iver Hovland, Ortley 
Jennings, Verne H. ---------------·---- ___ __ 2404 So. 5th Ave., Sioux Falls 
Johnson, Agnes E. ------------ -------. _ _ __ Stockholm 
Johnson, Carl M. ----- ---- ---· ·------ 1500 7th St. N. E., Rochester, Minn. 
Johnson, James W. ----------·· -------------. ___ 1421 Utah S. E., Huron 
Johnson, Mrs. Leonard L. ---------- ---------------- Questover Farm, Big Stone City 
Johnson, Robert R. ······---------- ···-····-···-··- Waubay Refuge, Waubay 
Jonkel, George ·······-····························-------------- 1722 Kansas S. E., Huron 
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Jonkel, Jean --------··· --------- 1722 Kansas, S. E., Huron 
Judy, Addie B. _ ----------------------------- Forestburg 
Karlins, Mary ______ . ------------······· 419 West 7th Ave., Webster 
Karnes, Donald M. .. ----·-····--·----- --··· 1509 W. 29th St., Sioux Falls 
Kaufman, Miss Katherine .. _________________ ·····-·· Freeman 
Keeler, Charles .................. ----·--·-·-···-·· -···--------·· 401 N. Lowell, Sioux Falls 
Ketelle, Mary Aberdeen ·-·······- ·-···-·-----------------------··· 930 Ohio S. W., Huron 
Kranz, Esther ···················- ·······--·--·- . ----·-····--··· 4081h So. Maple, Watertown 
Krause, Herbert ····-············-·--····-·---·-··· ----·· 1811 S. First Ave., Sioux Falls 
Krumm, Kenneth ------·-····-···- _ ----··----------- Fountain City, Wisconsin 
Kudrna, Edward W. ------------------·----------------- ·····-·· ····- . Tabor 
Lafferty, Linda Lou ... --------·-··· . __ Eagle Butte 
Langager, Ludvig ----·-··---------- 421 East 10th Ave., Webster 
Larson, Mrs. Julia ------------·· Route 3, Box 65, DeSmet 
Lauer, Mrs. Louise ·--------·- 118 7th St. S. E., Watertown 
Laughlin, Harold G. __ . __________ Box 313, LaSalle, Ill. 
Lauritzen, Lester R. -------· ------------- Route 3, Box 32, Centerville 
Leland, David ····---------------- ··------·-·-·- .... 432 13th Street, Huron 
Levin, George D. ------------------··-··············--·····--········ ·-····-···-· Newell 
Lien, Evelyn C. ··-·-····-····- ·--------···--···-················ ·····-... Volin 
Liggett, Dale A. ·-····-············-······-···-·········-··-·······-········-·-······· Box 53, St. Lawrence 
Linngren, Mrs. Elmer ·········-·· __ ········-·-······························· Strandburg 
Linton, Mrs. Ann H. ---------------- 243 E. 18th St., New York 3, New York 
Lovering, Dr. Joseph ··--·- .. ····--------------------·-····· Webster 
Lueshen, Mrs. John ---------· _ -----------------·-·····-····· .. Wisner, Nebraska 
Magedanz, David ··-···-------- _ ----····-····--- Route 3, Webster 
Mallory, Mrs. W. B. -------···- . Canton 
Martinson, Norman __ -----------·-·· 902 East 3rd, Webster 
Mathers, Mrs. Norman ___ 1109 So. 2nd Ave., Sioux Falls 
May, Danny ______ .. -·-··--··------··- __ North Evans, Pierre 
McFarland, Mrs. Frank J. _ ··------ - 107 Elm Ave. S. E., Flandreau 
McNeil, Mrs. C. W. ... -·--·-- ------··· -·· .. _______ Britton 
McWayne, A. ________ ······-··-·- ---------------------- Box 622, Sioux Falls 
Medeck, George B. _ ............ . ···-·····---·· 1215 West 13th St., Sioux Falls 
Miller, Gertrude ..... Northern State Teachers College, Aberdeen 
Moriarty, Dr. L. J. ... .. ................ ····-·· 302 New Midland Bldg., Watertown 
Mosiman, Mrs. Elmer Box 24, Onida 
Mundell, Mrs. F. E. .. . .. ----------- 823 1st Street N. W., Watertown 
Murdy, Dr. Robert ..... ·------ 1017 So. Washington St., Aberdeen 

Nash, Charles A. ____ .. . ·--·--·-------------- -------- -----·· Platte 
Nelson, Mrs. Joseph S. ·-·-----.. ---- 1110 East 6th St., Sioux Falls 
Nelson, Ronald Roy ___ 

----------- Route 2, Box 122, Sioux Falls 
North Dakota State University ____ ---- The Library, Fargo, N. Dak. 
Northern State Teachers ----------__ Library, College, Aberdeen 
Noteboom, Miss Charlotte M. ------·--- _ 914 So. 2nd St., Aberdeen 

O'Banion, Mrs. H. W. --------- -------------- ··---------- Canton 
Odland, Mrs. A. M. --- ------- ----------- ··-·--·-· Britton 
Olawsky, Mrs. G. W. ............. . ---······-···-·-······ 509 S. Montana, Mitchell 
O'Leary, Kathy _ ... 6226 20th Ave., Green Meadows, West Hyattsville, Maryland 
Olson, Raymond A. . . ....... ..... ...... _ ............. 2029 Austin Drive, Sioux Falls 
Ornithology Library, Peabody Museum .. _ ----··· 170 Whitney Ave., Room 205, 

Palmerton, Mrs. L. R. ----·---

Pay Clifford T. ------__ _ 
Peeke, Dr. A. P. __ ______ _ 
Peterson, Alfred ___ _ 
Pettingill, Dr. Olin S., Jr. 

Mrs. Rourke, New Haven Connecticut 
__ --·---------·----··· 1114 Fairview St., Rapid City 

. _______ 1201h S. Phillips Ave., Sioux Falls 
······------- 523 Kasan Ave., Volga 

__ ------ ___ _ _ __ Brandt 
Laboratory of Ornithology Cornell University, 

Pierce, Fred J. ------------·----------· -------
Ithaca, New York 

Winthrop, Iowa 
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Pierce, Max E. ···········-·····---·--····--------·-········· 2020 So. Grange Ave., Sioux Falls 
Pierce, Mrs. H. M. ··········--------------·-·······----------- 1302 Campbell Drive S. W., Huron 
Pierre Carnegie Library ·------------------------------------ Esto Hatfield, Librarian, Pierre 
Pinckney, F. M. -········------------------------------------------------------------- 103 E. Seneca, Pierre 
Pinkert, Elroy ···-··········-····------···-·····--------------------------------------------- Big Stone City 
Rabenberg, Mary Joan ----------·-······-----···-······-·········-········---------------------··········· Britton 
Randall, Robert N. ----··················--···------------···········- 928 16th St., Bismarck, N. Dak. 
Rapid City Free Library ----···-------------------·-·-----------········------------------- Rapid City 
Rapp, William F. Jr. -------------------------------------------·---- 430 Ivy Av.enue, Crete, Nebr. 
Reeves, Henry M. ------······-················------------------------ 810 15th Ave. S. E., Aberdeen 
Riss, Mrs. Eleanor G. ··········------------------------------------------ Route 1, Big Stone City 
Rogge, Charles H. ------------------------------------------- 2012 So. Grange Ave., Sioux Falls 
Rose, W. A. ··-·-------------------------------···--------------------------·--···· --------------- Clear Lake 
Rosine, Willard --····························-············-·······-···-····· 1001 S. 5th Ave., Sioux Falls 
Ryan, Marguerite E. ------------··---------------············-- Canyon Lake Heights, Rapid City 

Scott, David --------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- Geddes 
Sewell, E. A. ------------------------------------------------------------------------------- Box 597, Webster 
Shafer, A. N. ---------------------------------------··················· Route 2, Box 105 B, Sioux Falls 
Shaw, Karen ················-·······-···-··········-=---·-···········-····················-······ Route 1, Brookings 
Shepersky, A. D. --------·········----------------------------··-·····------- 930 Illinois S. W., Huron 
Shepherd, Dorothy A. -----····-····-·····--------·--------··------- Shepherd Hills, Sioux Falls 
Shindelbower, Mr. Moses F. ········--------------------····-----·-----·-----·····-----····· Pine Ridge 
Shindelbower, Mrs. Moses F. ··-·········------------------------------------ -------------- Pine Ridge 
Sigelman, Dan -------------------------------------------------------------- 320 7th N. W., Watertown 
Siljenberg, Mrs. Adelene M. ----···········-------------·········· 22 So. Pine Street, Vermillion 
Smith, Miss H. Elva ---------------------··------------------------------------------------------ Alpena 
Smith, Kimberly ----------------------------··----------------·······-·············-··-···········-······---- Hurley 
Sioux Falls Carnegie Library -------···············----------------- 10th and Dak., Sioux Falls 
S. Dak. State College Library _____ .. __________________ Periodical Department, Brookings 
Spawn, Dr. Gerald B. ···--·-----------------------·················------ 1101 Second St., Brookings 
Speirs, Mrs. C. W. ···-··········----------------------------------------------------------- Ree Heights 
Staley, M. M. ··························--··-············-·· 117 4th Ave. S. W., Box 526, Watertown 
Stevens, Mrs. H. B. ·-··········-············------------------------------------- Box 339, Hot Springs 
Stewart, Kenneth --········-----·-·······-········-················· Sells Trailer Park, Fort Pierre 
Stradinger, Kirk ·---------······-········---·············-······-----·· 317 2nd St. S. E., Watertown 
Stransky, Sally ··---------············-·-······-------------·········· 622 N. Lake Drive, Watertown 
Szalay, Rev. Eugene W. ·········------------------------------------···········------- Box 765, Winner 
Talon, Billy -·····-··············---·········---·········-······-······--·-······· 909 N. Maple, Watertown 
Taylor, Mrs. C. A. -------------------------··-------------------------··---- 914 4th Street, Brookings 
Tout Bird Club, o/. Mrs. Glenn Viehmyere _____________ Route 4, North Platte, Nebr. 
Trusler, Robert F. ------------------------------------------------------ 2112 W. 33rd., Sioux Falls 

University of British Columbia --------------------------------··· Vancouver, B. C., Canada 
University of Minnesota Library, Mrs. Harriett Vaux -·· -··-······· Serials Division, 

Minneapolis 14, Minnesota 
U. of South Dakota Library, Periodical Librarian -----------·-······-··--·--· Vermillion 
V ander Linden, Leonard --------·········-···--·--··------·-··-----·------------------··-·------ Webster 
Vander Stein, Mrs. George --------------····--------·-------··- --- 1225 Kansas S. E., Huron 
Van Heuvelen, Dick ------······-······----····--·-------------------------------------------------- Deadwood 
Van Heuvelen, Dr. Virgil ----------······---------------------------------------------- Deadwood 
Van Ornum, Miss Leota ---------------·····-·····--·-··----------- ··-··· 622 North Egan, Madison 
Visher, Dr. S. S. ···---------------------------- Indiana University, Bloomington, Indiana 
Wagar, Rev. Harold ····--·----------------------------------------------------- 1206 Third St., Sturgis 
Walker, Alex -----------··-··------------------------ Route 3, Box 190, Tillamook, Oregon 
Watters, Earl W. ····--·-··-·---------------------------·-·------------···------------------------ Mellette 
Weyler, Irma G. ----····----------------------------------------------------------------- Belle Fourche 
Whitney, Dr. Nathaniel R. Jr. -------------------------------- Route 1, Box 41, Rapid City 
Whitney, W. A., D. D. S. ···-······-------------------------------------438 S. Pierre St., Pierre 
Whitmus, Harold V. ·······-········--·-····-·····----------------------- 5800 Saylor, Lincoln 6, Nebr. 
Whitmus, Mrs. Harold V. ------------···-·············-····-·········· 5800 Saylor, Lincoln 6, Nebr. 
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Williamson, Ellen ..... ··---------· --··-··-···---------------·· 301 E. 5th Ave., Milbank 
Wilson, Roy C. -·-----·----·--···--·--···-··----····----·--·-···· 806 S. Main St., Milbank 
Winter, Bertha ····-------------·--- ----·-·----·-·····-·- 1004 E. St., Lincoln, Nebr. 
Wipf, Mrs. John ···--------------···-·-·--·------·-··- _ .• ·······-·--·------·--- Freeman 
Woodward, Mary C. _ __________ --------·----- 110 S. Conner, Hot Springs 
Woolstencroft, Mrs. Mark ---------------- Box 634, Watertown 
Yankton College Library --------------- ___ Yankton 
Yarger, Mrs. L. B. ·--- ------- ___ 2742 W. St. Anne, Rapid City 
Youngworth, Wm. -----------·--·--··------- 3119 E. 2nd St., Sioux City, 5, Iowa 

Comparison of Spring Arrival Dates for 15 Common Birds 
Waubay National Wildlife Refuge 

Waubay, South Dakota 

1959 
Canada Goose ---------- 3116 
Mallard ----------·· --- 3118 
Gad wall 3131 
Blue-winged Teal ··---·--··- ··- 41 16 
Lesser Scaup ----·-·· ---·-····· ... 412 
Ruddy Duck ------------·--·- 4123 
Marsh Hawk __ 

- -----·- 3118 
Coot --------- 4110 
Killdeer ------·------ ·-·· ·····-·-- 3131 
Yellow-shafted Flicker .... .. 416 
Purple Martin _______ -· .. 4120 
Robin ------- 411 
Meadowlark ___ 3118 
Yellow-headed Blackbird 4122 
Red wing ------------- 3l23 

1960 
3131 
3129 
4113 
4121 

416 
4122 
3 30 
4113 
417 
4115 
41 13 
412 

414 
4123 
3131 

1961 
319 
3 17 

411 
3126 
3124 
4124 
3 4  
415 
3124 
3128 
4122 
31 19 
3l16 

4121 
3117 

Arrival dates for these 15 species are being used as a phenological index.­
J. C. Carlsen, Refuge l\lanager 

Mr. Carlsen is now stationed at Minot, N. Dak. (See page 67 for address). 
Perhaps Mr. Johnson, at Waubay, will give us data for succeeding years-as well 
as other avian events of the area. 
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Species of Birds Observed in the Pierre Vicinity 

May 26-27, 1962 
By members of South Dakota Ornithologists' Union 

Western Grebe 
White Pelican 
Double-crested Cormorant 
Great Blue Heron 
Canada Goose 
White-fronted Goose 
Mallard 
Gad wall 
Pintail 
Blue-winged Teal 
Wood Duck 
Redhead 
Canvasback 
Lesser Scaup 
Ruddy Duck 
Turkey Vulture 
Cooper's Hawk 
Red-tailed Hawk 
Swainson's Hawk 
Rough-legged Hawk 
Marsh Hawk 
Osprey 
Sparrow Hawk 
Sharp-tailed Grouse 
Bobwhite 
Ring-necked Pheasant 
Wild Turkey 
American Coot 
Killdeer 
Upland Plover 
Pectorial Sandpiper 
Wilson's Phalarope 
Ring-billed Gull 
Franklin's Gull 
Common Tern 
Black Tern 
Mourning Dove 
Yellow-billed Cuckoo 
Black-billed Cuckoo 
Great Horned Owl 
Short-eared Owl 
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Common Nighthawk 
Chimney Swift 
Belted Kingfisher 
Yellow-shafted Flicker 
Red-headed Woodpecker 
Hairy Woodpecker 
Downy Woodpecker 
Eastern Kingbird 
Western Kingbird 
Great Crested Flycatcher 
Eastern Phoebe 
Least Flycatcher 
Western Wood Pewee 
Olive-sided Flycatcher 
Tree Swallow 
Bank Swallow 
Rough-winged Swallow 
Barn Swallow 
Cliff Swallow 
Purple Martin 
Blue Jay 
Black-billed Magpie 
Raven 
Common Crow 
Black-capped Chickadee 
White-breasted Nuthatch 
House Wren 
Catbird 
Brown Thrasher 
Robin 
Wood Thrush 
Swainson's Thrush 
Veery 
Eastern Bluebird 
Cedar Waxwing 
Northern Shrike 
Starling 
Bell's Vireo 
Red-eyed Vireo 
Philadelphia Vireo 
Warbling Vireo 

Black and White Warbler 
Tennessee Warbler 
Yellow Warbler 
Magnolia Warbler 
Chestnut-sided Warbler 
Black-poll Warbler 
Ovenbird 
Mourning Warbler 
MacGillivray's Warbler 
Yellow-throat 
Yellow-breasted Chat 

Wilson's Warbler 
American Redstart 
House Sparrow 
Bobolink 
Western Meadowlark 
Yellow-headed Blackbird 
Redwinged Blackbird 
Orchard Oriole 
Baltimore Oriole 
Common Grackle 
Brown-headed Cowbird 
Scarlet Tanager 

Cardinal 
Rose-breasted Grosbeak 
Black-headed Grosbeak 
Blue Grosbeak 
Indigo Bunting 
Lazuli Bunting 
Dickcissel 
American Goldfinch 
Rufous-sided Towhee 
Lark Bunting 
Vesper Sparrow 
Lark Sparrow 
Chipping Sparrow 
Clay-colored Sparrow 
White-crowned Sparrow 
Chestnut-collared Long-

spur 

Total - 121 Species 
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