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EDITOR'S MIGRATION 
The S out h D ak ot a  Or nithologist s' Union 

pre side nt has gr aciousl y rel inq uished t he 
tr adit ional "Pre side nt ' s  P age ," for t his 
June issue , t o  per mit a fe w de part ing 

re mar k s  by the e ditor . S ome of the notes 
de al wit h e ve nt s  t h at occur r e d  in 
Septe mbe r .  The appar e nt inconsiste ncy in 
t iming ( it s  int o the patter n of a whole ye ar 
of inconsiste ncie s. 

Whe n  e le ct ions were hel d  at the 
S e pte mber 1979 S .D.O.U . fall meeting in 
S ioux Falls, Bill Le mons completed h is se ­
cond term as pre sident and Robert 
Buck man was e le cted to the office for 
1979-80. In ot her act ions by the Board of 
Director s. the resignat ion submitted by 
the e ditor be came final with the se le ct ion 
of Dan T allman to fill that position. 

Bill Le mons. dur ing his tenure,  dilige nt­
ly h andle d  t he dutie s of t he office and was 
e qually atte ntive to anyth ing re late d t o  
S .D.O .U. He spent a lot of t ime 
on tr ave l and paper work , wr ote many ar­
t icles for South Dakota Bird Notes, and 
he lpe d with the final publicat ion st age s of 
The Birds of South Dakota and Bird Notes. 

Bill' s contr ibutions are greatly ap­
pre ciated. 

In t ur n. we we lcome Robert Buck man as 
our ne w pre sident. He te ache s in the 
Biology De partme nt at Dak ot a St ate Col· 
le ge , Madison. Bob has made significant ad­
ditions t o  the or nithologic al re cor ds of 
South Dak ot a. His fir st pre side nt' s  page 
will appear in the S e ptember issue . 

Edit ing Bird Notes dur ing the past six 
ye ar s has provide d a ple asant and valuable 
e xper ie nce . I ac ce pte d  the posit ion with 
some misgiv ings. having ne ver done any 
e dit ing, but the e ncour aging, ge nerous sup­
port e xte nde d by ot her me mbers made t he 
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tr ansit ion much e asier . At the t ime that I 
became t he e dit or , the Boar d also in· 
novated the Edit or ial Advisor y Commit ­
tee. 

Dur ing t hose six ye ars,  t he pre par at ion 
of mater ial for t he journal was ne ver a one ­
person pr oje ct; it was the work of t he 
Edit or ial Committee and the e dit or . 
Me mbers of t his committee, appointed in 
1973, were L.M. Bayl or , Br uce K .  Harr is, 
J.W. Johnson. and Her bert Krause. It re­
maine d a three -me mber c ommittee after 
Her b  Krause die d. E ach issue of Bird 

Notes was de pe ndent on t he ir critical 
re vie ws of the c ontr ibut e d  manuscr ipt s 
and specie s re ports, and I gr ate fully 
ack nowle dge t he aid and coo peration of 
e ach me mbe r .  At the 1979 fall meet ing, the 
Boar d of Dir e ctors ter minat e d  t he 
Editor ial Committee; the re vie w of specie s 
will now be done by the Che ck-L ist Com­
mittee. Its me mbers are the c o-aut hor s  of 
The Birds of South Dakota. 

Dan Tallman, with his wife Erika and 
t he ir ch ild, live s in Aberdeen. He teac he s  
biology and or nit hol ogy at N orthern S t ate 
College. Dan received his P h.D. at Loui­
siana St ate Univer sit y, Bat on Rouge , Loui­
siana; his st udie s and rese ar ch t ook him t o  
t he de serts of Ar iz ona, t he shores of Loui· 
siana, and the forests of South Amer ica, 
and he is now le arning about t he winters of 

S out h D ak ota. Along wit h other S .D.O .U . 
me mbers, I e xtend a we lcome to Dan and 
wish him suc ce ss. Corre spondence may be 
addressed to: 

S OUTH D AK OTA BIRD NO TES 
E dit or , Dan Tal lman 
N orthern S tate Colle ge ·- Box 740 

Aberdeen, S D  57401 

Editor 

23 



1979 SPRING MEETING 
Ever ybody must ha ve ha d a good t ime at 

our a nnual spring meet ing on Ma y 18, 19, 

and 20 a t  P ic kstown. At the Sat urda y night 
ba nquet and a gain at the S un da y  lunc heon 
the Count ry Cl ub' s sma ll dinin g r oom re· 
sounded fr om the c on stant and energetic 
c onversat ion enj oyed by visit ing frien ds. It 
wa s a plea sur e t o  hear . S ome people told 
me or even wrot e to me a bout how much 
they li ked our activities, and I hea rd n o  
unkin d wor ds all weekend. S mall wonder 

t hat doct ors t ell us bir ding is good for high 
blood pressur e. 

The weat her wa s gen era lly excellent , 
a lt hough Friday night wa s co ld. S ome of us 
crea ted a sma ll villa ge of five tent s in a 
plea sant spot acr oss the Missour i River 
where old Fort Ra nda ll onc e stoo d. N inet y­
eight yea rs ago the S ioux t ipis of S itting 
Bull and 168 of his follower s graced the 
sa me sit e. After five years in Cana da 
foll owing the Custer Fight of 1876, t hey 
ha d fina lly sur ren dered at Fort Buford and 
were brought by st eamb oa t  as pr isoner s of 
wa r first t o  Sta nding Rock and t hen to F ort 
Ran da ll. In Ma y, 1883, t hey were returned 
to Standin g  Roc k. As I shivered in my t ent 
Fr ida y n ight , I t hought of those S ioux and 
their tipis, which when cover ed wit h b uf­
fa lo hides and insulated wit h a n  inner lin ­
in g severa l feet a bove the ground were 
toasty war m, even in wint er . 

The turnout wa s la rge -- sixty- five pa r­
ticipant s. It wa s good t o  see B.J. Rose from 
O ma ha a gain and to meet his wi fe S haron ,  
and we hope Mrs. Holly Statz will br in g 
her fa mily a gain from Viborg, inc luding her 
two childr en Michell e and S ha ri. The 
fa cilit ies wer e c omforta ble and the food 
wa s good. We t hank a ga in Mrs. Joan Zahm 
fo r whipping up that batch of tasty cookies 
s o  suddenly on Frida y evening and her hus­
ba nd, Ga ry Zahm, the ma na ger of the La ke 
An des Nat iona l Wildlife Complex, for all 
his a rra ngement s. His illust ra ted lect ures 
wer e exceedingly int erest ing on bot h even· 
ing: on Fr ida y he ta lked ab out t he hist or y 
and ma na gement of the Karl Mundt Ba ld 
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Ea gle Refuge and on Satur da y  he disc uss· 
ed the timely t opic of the fut ure of 
wet la nds in S outh Da kota . At the banq uet 
we would ha ve gla dly list ened t o  more 
songs sung wit h guitar by Comet 
Ha ra ldson. N elda Holden , our trea sur er , 
r eported t hat the sa le of S .D.O.U .' s new 
book, The Birds of South Dakota, ha s been 
goin g well , and she sold sixt een copies of it 
durin g the weekend. 

E irds wer e plent iful ever ywhere, 
a lthough unusua l sight ings wer e not 
n umerous, perha ps. We a ppreciated the 
fa it hful ser vic e of field trip lea ders Da vid 
Hilley and J ohn Dec ker. The S unda y ca ll­
off of 145 or 146 species wa s enlivened by a 
lit tle cont roversy over whet her Grea ter 
Scaup ha d been seen , a s  wel l a s  the L esser. 
It is still not set tled. ·- Bill Lemons. 

REGISTRANTS 

Out of state 
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Da vid H. Dudgeon 
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An drea J ohnson 
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Meckli ng 
Bi ll Le mons 
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Gary and Joan Z ahm 
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Jim Pollock 
Ron Spomer 
Velma V ance 
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Alfred and Ger tr ice Hi nds 
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Gilbert Blankes poor 
Harry L ink 
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Robert F. and Luc ille Tr usler 

Ver million 
Ba rbar a Br own 
Byron and Joyce Harrell 
Ade le ne Si lje nberg 
N orma Wilson 

Vi bor g 
Car ol Bree n 
Holly , Miche lle , and Shar i Statz 

Wakonda 
Clarence and Sandy Pe derson 

Y ankton 
Willis and Ros amond Hall 
Jim and Julie Wilcox 

1979 SPRING MEETING SPECIES LIST 

Compiler:  Robert Buckman 
Symbols for the ide ntifica tion of obse rva· 
tion loc ations and for the e vide nce of 
nesting: 
CM · Char les Mix County 
G · Gre gory County 
BH · Bon Homme County 
H · Hutchi ns on County 
R - Ri ver or lake 
N · Nesting or young 

June , 1979 

Common Loon R 

Horned Grebe CM 

Eared Grebe CM. BH 

Western Grebe R 

Pied-billed Grebe CM, BH. N 

White Pelican CM. G 

Double-crested Cormorant CM. R 

Great Blue Heron CM 
Green Heron BH 

Black-crowned Night Heron CM. G 
American Bittern CM 

Mallard CM. G. N 

Gadwall CM 
Pintail CM. N 

Green·winged Teal CM. R 

Blue-winged Teal CM. N 
American Wigeon CM 

Northern Shoveler CM 

Wood Duck G 
Redhead G 
Ring·necked Duck CM. BH 

Scaup species ? CM 
Bufflehead CM 

Ruddy Duck CM. BH 

Common Merganser R 

Turkey Vulture G 

Red·tailed Hawk CM. G 

Swainsons Hawk CM. G 

Ferruginous Hawk G 
Marsh Hawk CM. G 

American Kestrel CM, G 

Greater Prairie Chicken G 

Bobwhite G 
Ring·necked Pheasant CM. G 

Gray Partridge BH 

Virginia Rail CM 

Sora CM 

American Coot CM. BH. N 
Killdeer CM. G 
Upland Sandpiper CM 

Spotted Sandpiper CM. BH. R 
Willet CM 

Lesser Yellowlegs CM. G 
Pectoral Sandpiper G 
White-rumped Sandpiper CM 

Baird's Sandpiper CM 

Least Sandpiper CM 
Long·billed Dowitcher CM 

Stilt Sandpiper CM. G 
Semipalmated Sandpiper CM 

American Avocet CM 

Wilson·s Phalarope CM. G 

Herring Gull R 

Ring-billed Gull R 

Franklin's Gull CM. R 

Bonaparte's Gull R 
Forster's Tern CM. R 

Common Tern CM 
Black Tern CM. G. BH. R 

Rock Dove CM. G 

Mourning Dove CM, G. N 

Yellow·billed Cuckoo CM. G 

!Continued on page 351 
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WINTER SEASON AND CHRISTMAS COUNTS 
Compilers: E.M. Serr, B.K. Harris, J. Harter 

Wi nter in S out h Da kota. Dec. l, 1978 t o  
Feb. 28,  1979, was mil d until  t h e  las t week 
of December when s ub-z er o t emper at ur es 
init iated an uncomforta bly long cold 
period. In many parts of the state, it was 
the last week of February befor e the mer­
cury again rea ched or passed 32°F. 

Snowy Owls a n d  winter f inches wer e 
s car ce, but the s peci es list is evi dence t hat 
the winter was not without some nota ble 
si ghtin gs .  And the list of 107 s pecies plus 
t wo j unco ra ces obs er ved i n  the Chr ist mas 
Bir d Count s ur passed the 1977 recor d 
count by t hr ee. P i erre led a gai n in the 
number of s pecies an d individuals: food and 
open wat er wer e ava ilable for the 
t hous ands of gees e and ducks , and the 
a bunda nce of mi ce in the ar ea was 
r ef lect ed by a n  a bove- nor ma l count for 
hawks and owls . S hri kes on the Pi err e 
Count wer e obs er ved in at l east two in­
s tances i mpaling fr es hly caught mice on 
t hor ns or bar bed wire. 

The following deta ils . s upplied by the 
compilers, list the numbers of obs er vers, 
bir ds s een in count per iod but not on count 
day , and a ccounts of rare or uncommon 
s pecies obs er ved on the counts . 

ABERDEEN - (11 obs er vers i n  4 par­
ties) Dat e: Dec. 16. The Common Sni pe was 
locat ed below the Ri chmond L ake dam. 
S ome seepage keeps t hat wat er open and 
the s nipe was t her e along wit h s ome ducks . 
- E.C. Montgomery, co mpiler . 

BROOKINGS ·· (15 obs er vers) Dat e: 
Dec. 16. S pecies s een dur ing count per iod 
but not on c ount day :  Ba ld Ea gle, White­
t hr oated S parrow. ·• N elda Holden, com­
piler. 

DEUEL COUNTY ·· S een dur ing count 
period but not on count day: Car di nal. I n­
cr eas ed coverage pr oduced a hi gher count. 
Int er esting was the dis covery of five 
s pecies of bla ckbir ds at one feedlot . The 
Mour ni ng Doves , Am. Robin, a nd W. 
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Mea dowlar k wer e go od r inds als o. ·• Br uce 
Harris, compiler . 

HIGHMORE ·• (5 obs er vers ) Dat e: Dec. 
29. Seen dur ing count per iod but not on 
count day :  Common Flicker , N ort her n 
S hr ike, W. Mea dowlark. - June Hart er , 
compi ler . 

HOT SPRINGS - (8 obs er vers in 5 par ­
t ies) Dat e: Dec. 16. Temper atur e 16° to 35° 
F. Clear day wit h 4 t o  10 inches s now 
cover . Wild foo d crop poor . Seen during 
count week but not on count day :  Ga dwa ll, 
Gr een-winged Tea l, Common Mer gans er. 
Amer ica n Coot . The Bufflehea d, Mer lin, 
and Shar p-t ailed Grous e wer e new s pec ies 
for the Count . The Golden Eagle, Common 
Cr ow, Red-br east ed N ut hat ch, and Red 
Cr oss bill counts wer e the highest ever . 
Counts for the Bla ck- bi lled Magpi e and 
Cedar Waxwi ng wer e the lowes t ever . 
-Richar d R os che, Cra wfor d, N eb., co m­
pi ler . 

MADISON ·• (7 obs er vers in 3 parties )  
Dat e: Dec. 29. The Whit e-cr owned S par­
row was obs er ved by Jerry Sour in La ke 
Her man State P ar k  for s everal days pr ior 
to the Count , an d was s een by most of the 
Count parti cipants as t hey lunched in the 
Park. - Da vid L. Gilbert, compiler . 

PIERRE - - (39 obs ervers in 15 parti es )  
Date: Dec. 17. Seen dur ing count week but 
not on count day : Ri ng-n ecked Duck, 
Gr eater Prairie Chi cken, Red-bellied 
Woodpecker , V aried Thr us h, Cardinal , and 
Evening Gros bea k. The thr us h, obs er ved 
carefully for two weeks , became a window­
kill the day befor e the Count . 

The Great Blue Heron, fr eq uent ly 
obs er ved all dur ing the count peri od, was 
hea lt hy and fly ing on count day .  The Blue· 
winged Tea ls wer e on the wa rm-wat er 
Ca pitol La ke i n  Pierre. They, as well as the 
Gr een-winged Teals , s wam wit hin 20 feet 
of the compi ler . Sever al obs ervers , i n­
cluding Ri chard Hil l  and Davi d Ha mm, 
identifi ed the O lds qua w in the tai lwaters 
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be low Oa he Da m, at a dista nce of seve ra l  
hundre d yar ds unde r c lear, calm weathe r 
c ondit ions . The long tail  a nd t he 
pre ponderance of white we re noted. The 
White -winge d S coters ,  on Ca pit ol La ke , 
we re obse rve d by R.V. Summe rside and 
Le o Larson. The birds we re a lmost black in 

c olor; t he heavy bill ha d a tinge of ora nge . 
An a dult male Ruddy Duck, a not he r 
Ca pit ol La ke bird, was obse rve d a lmost 
daily by a num be r  of pe ople. The Fra nklin's 
Gull was in a m ixe d floc k of Glaucous , He r­
ring and Ring-bille d Gulls fee ding in t he 
ta ilwa t e rs be low Oa he Dam .  The 
Fra nklin's was st udie d care fully by several 
obse rve rs , inc luding Ric ha rd Hill, Fre d 
June , Thomas O'Br ie n, and Douglas Sea rls . 
Weather c ondit ions we re c lear and ca lm; 
t he distance was 100 · 300 yar ds .  The bird's 
black hea d  and whit e -e dge d black wing tips 
we re pa rtic ula rly noted. A pre vious late 
date for t his s pecies was N ov. 24, 1909, 
S ioux Fa lls a rea (The Birds of South 

Dakota). Patsy and Kris K ringe l obse rve d 
t he White-t hroated S pa rrow at t heir 
fee der, wit h  Har ris' S par rows , at a 
distance of not ove r 10 feet . The ye llow 
lores we re c lea rly vis ible . ·· R.V. S umme r· 
s ide , c ompile r. 

RAPID CITY - ·  A c ount of 61 s pecies 
plus two j unc o races was one of two best 
winter c ounts s i nce t he s urveys we re 
be gun by Dr. and Mrs . N .R. Whit ne y in 
1953. The Great Blue He ron was a ne w 

s pecies for t he Count . Ba rrow's Goldene ye 
and House Finc hes were seen only once 
be fore . · ·  Est he r  Se rr, c ompiler. 

SIOUX FALLS ·-(21 obse rve rs in 8 pa r­
t ies , 2 at fee de rs )  Dat e :  Dec .  16. Seen dur­
ing c ount wee k  but not on c ount da y: Great 
Blue He ron, Ye llow- be llie d Saps uc ke r, Am . 
Robin. Expected but a bse nt s pec ies: 
Golde n-c rowne d K inglet , Ce da r Wa xwing, 
Re d- winge d Blac kbird, Common Grac kle , 
P urple Finc h, Re d Cross bill and S now Bun­
t ing. 

S ingle Great Blue Her ons we re present 
in 197 5 and 1976; we ha d t hree in 1978 . The 
Gra y Pa rtridge numbe rs re flect t he ma rk· 
e d  inc rease in t he populat ion of t his 
s pecies. The K illdeer s i ght ings bec a me t he 
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t hird Count rec ord, and t he 1978 Common 
S nipe was t he fo urt h rec ord in t he 30-year 
history of t he S ioux Falls Count . A ne w 
bird for our Count was t he Townse nd's 
S olita ire , a s pecies t hat has ra re ly bee n  
rec orde d t hi s  fa r east in S out h Da kota. The 
Western Mea dowla rk num bers were e x­
ceeded only once ·· 38 in 197 0 .  There we re 
ma ny m ore Da rk-e ye d Juncos rec orde d 
t ha n  in rec e nt years. ·· Gilbe rt 
Bla nkes poor, c ompile r. 

SPEARFISH ·· A male Wood Duc k 
was obse rve d in S pear fis h Cit y Park at a 
distance of a bout 20 ya rds . The bi rd ha d 
freque nted t he Park most of t he. s ummer 
and fall mont hs . This s pecies is unc ommon 
in t he western pa rt of t he state (The Birds 
of South Dakota, p. 68 ). Winifre d and 
R ic hard Mic hae l  and Thomas Ha ys observ­
e d  t he Le wis' Woodpecke rs .  The c row-like 
flight of t he birds was noted, and re ddis h 
face ma rkings were seen on two bir ds pe r· 
c he d  at t he top of a dea d  t ree. Cecil Ha ight 
a nd t hree of his st udents obse rve d t he 
male P ine Grosbeak for 10 m inutes 
t hrough a s pott ing sc ope as t he bird pe rc h­
e d  on a dec iduous tree along Bea ve r  Creek 
at a distance of a bout 30 yards . The s hort ,  
t hic k bea k  was note d a long wit h t he red­
dis h head, back, and b reast. The si ngle 
male La pla nd Longs pur, in a n  unus ua l loca­
t ion, was seen at a fee de r  a long Chic ke n 
Creek. It was observed fr om a pict ure win· 
dow at a distance of 12 feet . N ot e d  were 
t he s light ly streake d  s ides , da rk s pot 
underneat h t he t hroat , t hin e ye st ripe , and 
s light ly c hest nut neck. ·· Da n Bjerke , c om· 
pile r. 

WAUBAY NATIONAL WILDLIFE 

REFUGE·· (4 obse rvers in 3 pa rt ies )  Date: 
Dec . 17 . Inc reased c overage made a dif· 
fe re nce; t he 1978 s pecies t ot a l  was more 
t ha n  double t he 1977 t otal. Weat he r condi· 
t ions: Clea r, 12° t o  30°, wit h light nor­
t hwest wind. The wild food crop in t he area 
was fa ir. ·· Linda Watters , c om pile r. 

WILMOT - This was t he second highest 
s pecies list in t he 20 -year hist ory of t he 
Wilmot Count (33 in 197 5, 31 in 1978). Seen 
dur ing c ount pe riod but not on c ount da y: 
N ort he rn S hrike . The W. Mea dowlark was 

(Continued on page 32) 
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Great Blue Heron 
Black-crol'lned Night Heron 
Canada Goose 
1rJh i te-fronted Goose 
Snow Goose 
Ma 11 ard 
Black Duck 
Gadwall 
Pintail 
Green-win ed Teal 
Blue-winged Teal 
llmeri can Iii �eon 
Wood Duck 
Redhead 
Lesser Scaup 
Common Goldeneye 
Barrow's Goldeneye 
Bufflehead 
Oldsquaw 
White-winged Scoter 
Ruddy Duck 
Common Merganser 
Goshawk 
Sharp-shinned Hawk 
Cooper' s Ha�ik 
Red-tailed Hawk 
Rough-legged Hawk 
Golden Eagle 
Bald Eagle 
Marsh Hawk 
Prairie Falccn 
Merlin 
American Kestrel 
Sharp-tailed Grouse 
Bobwhite 
Ring-nec�ed Pheasant 
Gray Partridge 
Turkey 
American Coot 
Killdeer 
Common Sn 1 pe 
Glaucous Gu 11 
Herring Gull 
Ring-billed Gull 
Franklin's Gull 
Bonaparte's f.ull 
Rock Dove 
Mourning Dove 
Screech Owl 
Great Horned Owl 
Snowy Owl 
Short-eared 0..11 
Selted Kin�fisher 
Common Flicker 

(Red-shafted) 
(Yellow-shafted} 

Red-be 11 i ed \4oodpecker 
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Lewis' Hoodpccker 
Hairy Woodpecker 
Downy Woodpecker 
Horned Lark 
Gray Jay 
Blue Jay 
Black-billed Magpie 
Corrmon Crow 
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Pinon Jay 
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Red-breasted tluthatch 3 
Pygmy Nuthatch 
Brown Creeper 
Dipper 
Winter Wren 
Long-billed Marsh Wren 
Canyon l-!ren 
Amcri can Robin 
Townsend's Solitaire 
GOl den-crowned Kinglet 
Bohemian Wj1x1·1i ng 
Cedar Waxuing 
Northern Shrike 
Starling 
House Sparrow 
Western Meadowlark 
Yellow-headed Blackbird 
Red-winged Blackbird 
Rusty Blackbird 
Brewer's Blackbird 
Corrmon Grackle 
Brown-headed Cowbird 
Cardinal 
Evening Grosbeak 
Purple Finch 
House Finch 
Pine Grosbeak 
Gray-crowned Rosy Finch 
Corrmon Redpoll 
Pine Siskin 
American Goldfinch 
Red Cross bi 11 
Dark-eyed (\.l.-l1.) Junco 
Dark-eyed (Sl.-Col.) Junco 
Dark-eyed (Ore.) Junco 
Tree Sparrow 
Harris' Sparrow 
White-crowned sparrow 
Whi t_e-!_hroated sparrow 
Fox Sparrow 
Song Sparrow 
Lapland Longspur 
Snow Bunting 

Species 
Individuals 
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a ne w bir d for the Count , and all-t ime high 
counts were re cor de d for Ring-ne cke d 
P heasant, Rock Dove , Mour ning Dove , 
Blue Jay, House S parrow, and Snow Bun­
ting. -- Br uce Harris ,  compiler. 

YANKTON ··  Dat e :  De c. 23. O ur 1978 
CBC lis t was a re cor d count for this area. 
The immature Bla ck-cr owne d N ight 
Heron, a rar ity and a ne w b ir d  for t his 
Count , was obse rve d by Larry Far mer and 
Craig Oetken, us ing 8 x 50 and 7 x 35 binoc­
ulars. The light was high c louds with no 

sha dows; t he hab itat was a high ba nk along 
t he Missour i River wit h ta ngle d debris and 
expose d r oots fr om live trees . The bir d was 
flushe d four t imes; it fle w two times direct · 
ly beneath t he stat ione d observer a t  a 
dis ta nce of 15 to 20 m. The fina l observa ­
tion of t he bir d was made as it per che d on 
a n  overha nging root a t  a ppr oxima te ly 40 
m. Tota l observing time was 12 t o  15 
minute s .  T he heron was br ownis h, with a 
t hree- foot wing spa n. Its back was light 
br own wit h whit ish ova l-s ha pe d  spots and 
its unde r parts were brown a nd buffy 
streaked. In flight, its le gs exte nde d barely 
pas t  t he e dge of the ta il, its ne ck was pul l­
e d  ba ck, a nd its wing bea ts were s low and 
dee p. Whe n  per c hed, its silhouette was a 
hunche d shape .  The a mber iris of the eye 
was rea dily distinguishable, as was t he 
t hick bill which was grayis h-green a bove 
and ye llowis h bel ow. The bird was a lert 
but it a ppare ntly was not fea rful. -- Willis 
Ha ll, compiler. 

The Belle Fourche Count was compile d 
by Ir ma Weyler and t he Mitche ll CBC was 
done by Har ol d  Wa gar. 

WINTER SEASON SPECIES 

GREAT BLUE HERON • 12/1 Hartford 
Beach, Roberts Co., BKH; 12/2 to 12/27 
Canyon L., Rapid City, a cripple re­
lease by Game, Fish and Parks Dept. 
(Sharls); other records in the CBC in 
this issue. 

Giant Canada Goose • Introduced birds 
in Deuel Co., stayed until about 12/5, 
then one bird fed regularly at farmlot 
in area until 1/15, BKH. 
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Snow Goose· 12/1 (26) Yankton Co., WH; 
also Pierre CBC. 

Pintail · On three counts in CBC. 
BARROW'S GOLDENEYE • 12/17 to 2/28 (1) 

Canyon L., Rapid City, JLB, NRW. 
Bufflehead • 12/17 to 2/28 (3 f) Canyon 

L., Rapid City; (1) on Hot Springs CBC. 
OLDSQUAW • 12/15 (1) Oahe Dam, Pierre, 

RLS; (2) on Pierre CBC. 
WHITE-WINGED SCOTER • 12/14 (1) Cap­

itol L., Pierre, RLS; (2) on Pierre CBC. 
Goshawk· Two observations in the Black 

Hills, RAP; (1) on Hot Springs CBC. 
Sharp-shinned Hawk • More than usual; 

reports from Yankton, WH; Rapid City, 
LAW, CCJ, EMS; Gregory Co., GLS; 
Sturgis, EEM, and two CBC. 

Cooper's Hawk • Reports from Gregory 
Co., Spearfish, and the Hot Springs 
CBC. 

Rough-legged Hawk • Record numbers 
were present in the West River area, 
particularly along the Missouri R. (10 
in one day at Reliance equalled total 
for past three years, WCT). Observed 
on 10 CBC. 

Golden Eagle· 1/18 Deuel Co., BKH; early 
Feb., Brookings Co. (2) SV: 2/11 Yank­
ton Co., WH; Sand Lake N.W.R., BS, 
BM; Clay Co., WH. Normal count in 
West River area. 

Bald Eagle • About 151 sightings state­
wide during period, EMS. 

Marsh Hawk· Wintering numbers were a­
bove normal. Reported from Gregory, 
Yankton, Buffalo, Lyman, Stanley, 
Charles Mix, and Hughes Counties. 
Present on three CBC. 

Merlin· Reported from Custer Co., BMN, 
and Butte Co., IGW. The latter was ob­
served catching a robin. 

Sharp-tailed Grouse • Populations good 
in western half of state; observed on 
six CBC. 12/30 (13) Sand Lake N.W.R., 
TKE; 2/14 (4) Waubay N.W.R., GRW. 

Ring-necked Pheasant· 12/19 Clay Co., a 
pheasant crashed through two panes 
of glass into the living room, landed 
on the couch eight feet away, wrap­
ped in a window shade and shattered 
glass, then got up and walked out the 
front door! KJH. 
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American Coot - 2/1 (1) Yankton Co., 
WH; (1) on Pierre CBC. 

Kiiideer - 12/10 to 1/3 Canyon Lake, 
Rapid City, EMS, NRW. See the CBC 
chart. 

Common Snipe - Observed on five CBC. 
GLAUCOUS GULL - 12/10 to 1/7 Big Stone 

Lake, BKH; (5) on Pierre CBC. 
Snowy Owl - Not a good year; reported 

from only ten locations, and the CBC 
had only two. North Dakota had more 
than 70 for the winter, EMS. 

BARRED OWL - 1/25 at Big Stone Lake, 
BKH. 

Belted Kingfisher - Observed on six CBC; 
12126 Yankton, WH. 

Red-bellied Woodpecker - Reported from 
five areas, an increase over those of 
previous years. 

Red-headed Woodpecker - Observed in 
Gregory Co., GLS, and Yankton Co., 
WH. 

Lewis' Woodpecker -12/15 and 2/3, Spear­
fish area, (2 to 3) birds observed by 
DLB and NRW; (6) on Spearfish CBC. 

Black-backed Three-toed Woodpecker -

Observed in Penn Co., RAP, and Cus· 
ter State ParR, RLS. 

Clark's Nutcracker - 12/15 (2) Custer Co., 
RAP. 

Red-breasted Nuthatch - Observed state· 
wide on seven CBC. 

Dipper - Observed in Spearfish Canyon, 
NRW, DLB. 

Canyon Wren - Observed in Custer Co., 
RAP, and at Keystone, Penn. Co., 
NRW, ADM. Present on Hot Springs 
and Rapid City CBC. 

VARIED THRUSH - 12/16 (1) Pierre, a bird 
that had been present for two weeks 
became a window kill the day before 
the Pierre CBC, RLS. 

Golden-crowned Kinglet - 1/16 (7) at Terry 
Peak, Lawrence Co., DLB; more than 
usual in Black Hills; present on three 
CBC. 

Bohemian Waxwing - 12/2 Perkins Co. 
(119) AGH; good flight in Black Hills; 
present on four CBC. 

June,1979 

Western Meadowlark - Observed on 10 
CBC; also reported from Gregory and 
Clay Counties. 

Brewer's Blackbird - 12/26 Deuel Co., 
BKH, WE; present on five CBC. 

Brown-headed Cowbird - 12/26 Deuel Co., 
BKH, WE. 

Evening Grosbeak - Reported from Greg­
ory Co., and present on three CBC. 

Purple Finch - Reported from Deuel Co., 
and present on seven CBC. 

Common Redpoll - Numbers were low 
statewide. Reported from Rapid City 
and present on six CBC. 

Pine Siskin - Many in southeast and Black 
Hills, up to (70-90) at feeders in 
Yankton Co., JEW, WH. Present on 
nine CBC. 

American Goldfinch - Average of (6) daily 
at Brookings, NJH; 1/10 (110) Bon 
Homme Co., WH; present on nine CBC. 

Rufous-slded Towhee - 12/1 to 2/28 Greg­
ory Co., GLS. 

Harris' Sparrow - Reports from Gregory 
and Clay Counties; observed on 11 
CB.C. 

WHITE-CROWNED SPARROW - In Vermil· 
lion during Jan. and Feb., Byron Har­
rell; present on two CBC. 

WHITE-THROATED SPARROW - (1) present 
all period at feeder in Deuel Co., JC; 
observed on three CBC. 

Song Sparrow - Reported from Deuel Co., 
BKH; present on eight CBC. 

CONTRIBUTORS 

WEST RIVER 
(JLB) · Jocelyn Baker, Rapid City, Penn. 

Co. 
(DLB) . Dan Bjerke, Spearfish, Lawrence 

Co. 
(AGH) · Gertrice and Alfred Hinds, w. 

Perkins Co. 
(CCJ) · Carol Johnson, Rapid City 
(ADM). Mike Michael, Rapid City 
(EEM) · Ernest Miller, Sturgis, Meade Co. 
(BMN) · Barney Nordstrom, Fairburn, 

Custer Co. 

(Continued on page 401 
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SUMMER MEETING AT PIERRE 

The second experimental summer 
meeting of S.D.0.U. was most enjoyable 
for those who came but attendance was 
low. We met in the Community Room of 
the Red Owl Store in downtown Pierre on 
Friday evening, July 13, as we had done 
the year before, and Velma Vance 
distributed among us a handsome field 
card newly designed and published by the 
Pierre Audubon Society. Everett Mon· 
tgomery introduced us to a new state resi· 
dent and S.D.O.U. member, Dan A. 
Tallman, who had just been engaged to 
teach biology and ornithology at Northern 
State College in Aberdeen. While waiting 
for others to come, we chatted about some 
S.D.O.U. affairs. The Pierre people affirm­
ed that the unusually large numbers of 
rodents last winter in their community ac­
counted for late seasonal sightings of 
hawks, some of which have been challeng 
ed. Ken Husmann agreed to represent us 
at the state fair with various materials for 
publicizing S.D.O.U. and for pushing the 
sale of The Birds of South Dakota. His 
wife, Patsy, persuaded us to pose for 
several photographs, as she did again on 
the following day. Before we adjourned, we 
decided to take to the birding fields as one 
group during the weekend. 

On Saturday, at 7:00 a.m .• eleven of us 
appeared at the Red Owl parking lot and 
drove to Farm Island, where we spent 
most of the morning. The mosquitoes were 
bad but birds were plentiful. We then ex· 
plored La Framboise Island, where the 
birds were disappointingly scarce. At noon 
we met near the Downstream Unit pavilion 
below Lake Oahe and lunched from the 
tailgates of two station wagons. Most of us 
had not brought food, but Velma Vance 
rushed home to prepare sandwhiches and 
lemonade, and the Husmanns generously 
shared their fine stock of provisions. We 
searched the shores of Lake Oahe and a 
few sloughs that afternoon. In the evening, 
sixteen members and friends dined 
together at "The Epicurean." 
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On a very beautiful Sunday morning we 
studied fields along the Bad River Road, 
where we counted at least 25 Burrowing 
Owls in a new prairie dog town, and along 
some other roads to the south. The car I 
was in encountered six Turkey Vultures at­
tacking a rabbit carcass in the middle of 
one road. At noon we lunched in a city 
park. The call·off yielded 86 species 
sighted, which was a good record for a 
single group's efforts. (The large slough 
east of Pierre had dried up and so we miss· 
ed the large number of waterfowl and 
shore birds we saw the year before.) 
Everett and Jeanette Montgomery won 
the pot of money collected as 25-cent con­
tributions at the dinner on Saturday night 
-- he for guessing the number as 87 and she 
for guessing 85. 

Perhaps the most memorable sightings 
were the Burrowing Owls and a Hooded 
Merganser (seen on a slough west of 
Pierre). But also memorable was the 
unusually cordial and intimate fellowship 
enjoyed by each day's eleven birders - a 
felJowship that I at least have seldom 
known at larger meetings. - Bill Lemons, 
Meckling. 

Participants at Pierre 

Aberdeen 

Everett and Jeanelle Montgomery 

Dan A. Tallman 

Brookings 

Ken and Patsy Husmann 

Camp Crook 

Bob Rogers 
Highmore 

Mrs. Richard Raske 

Meckling 

Bill Lemons 
Pierre 

Augusta Eklund 

Richard, Pamela. and Emily Hill 
Velma Vance 

Edith Vanderwaal 
Rapid City 

Jocelyn Baker 
Reva Pearce 

Yankton 

Mellie Biwer 
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SUMMER SPECIES 

AT PIERRE 

Black·and·white Warbler 
Yellow Warbler 
Common Y ellowthroat 
Yellow·breasted Chat 
American Redstart 
House Sparrow Double-crested Cormorant 

Great Blue Heron 
Green Heron 
Canada Goose 
Mallard 
Gad wall 
Blue-winged Teal 
Wood Duck 
Hooded Merganser 
Turkey Vulture 
Swatnsoo·s Hawk 
Marsh Hawk 
American Kestrel 
Ring necked Pheasant 
Gray Partridge 
Killdeer 
Upland Sandpiper 
Solitary Sandpiper 
Herring Gull 
Ring billed Gull 
Franklin'• Gull 
Mourning Dove 
Y ellow·billed Cuckoo 
Black billed Cuckoo 
Great Horned Owl 
Burrowing Owl 
Common Nighthawk 
Chimney Swift 
Bolted Kingfisher 
Common Flicker 
Red headed Woodpecker 
Hairy Woodpecker 
Downy Woodpecker 
Eastern Kingbird 
Wes tern Kingbird 
Great Crested Fly<atcher 
Say's Phoebe 
Horned Lark 
Tree Swallow 
Rough.winged Swallow 
Barn Swallow 
Cliff Swallow 
Purple Martin 
Blue Jay 
Black·billed Magpie 
Black capped Chickadee 
While·breasted Nuthatch 
House Wren 
Long·billed Marsh Wren 
Gray Catbird 
Brown Thrasher 
Am�r1cao Robin 
Cedar Wuwing 
Loggerhead Shrike 
Starling 
B•ll's Vireo 
Red eyed Vireo 
Warbling Vireo 

June, 1979 

Bobolink 
Western Meadowlark 
Yellow·headed Blackbird 
Red·winged Blackbird 
Orchard Oriole 
Northern Oriole 
Common Grackle 
Brown·headed Cowbird 
Rose-breasted Grosbeak 
Black-headed Grosbeak 
Indigo Bunling 
Lazuli Bunting 
Dickcissel 
American Goldfinch 
Ru!ous-sided Towhee 
Lark Bunting 
Grushopper Sparrow 
Lark Sparrow 
Field Sparrow 
Song Sparrow 

Spring Meeting 
(Continued from page 25) 

Black billed Cuckoo CM, G 
Screech Owl G 
Great Horned Owl CM. N 
Chimney Swift CM 
Belted Kingfisher CM. G, R 
Common Flicker CM, G, N 
Red bellied Woodpecker G. N 
Red headed Woodpecker CM. G, N 
Hairy Woodpecker G 
Downy Woodpecker CM. G 
Eastern Kingbird CM. G. N 
Western Kingbird CM. G. N 
Great Crested Flycatcher CM, G 
Eastern Phoebe CM. G 
Willow Flycatcher CM 
Least Flycatcher CM, BH 
Eastern Wood Pewee CM. G 
Say'• Phoebe H 
Horned Lark CM, G 
Tree Swallow CM. G 
Bank Swallow CM, G 
Rough·winged Swallow CM. G 
Barn Swallow CM, G, N 
Cliff Swallow CM. G. N 
Purple Martin CM, G. BH. N 
Blue Jay CM. G 
Black billed Magpie CM, G 
Common Crow CM, G. BH 
Bla<k capped Chickad ... CM, G, H 
Whil�breated Nuthatch CM. G 

House Wren CM, G 
Long-billed Marsh Wren CM, N 
Gray Catbird CM. G 
Brown Thrasher CM. G 
American Robin CM. G. N 
Swainson's Thrush CM, G. BH, H 
Eastern Bluebird G, H, N 
Cedar Waxwing CM, G 
Loggerhead Shrike CM 
Starling CM, G. N 
Bell's Vireo CM 

Red eyed Vireo CM. G 
Philadelphia Vireo CM 
Warbling Vireo CM. G 
Tennessee Warbler CM, G 
Orange<rowned Warbler CM, G 
Nashville Warbler CM 
Yellow Warbler CM, G. N 
Yellow rumped Warbler G 
Chestnut·sided Warbler CM 
Blackpoll Warbler CM 
Ovenbird CM, G 
Common Yellowthroat CM, G 
Yellow breasted Chat CM, G 
Wilson's Warbler CM 
American Redsurt CM. G 
House Sparrow CM. G, N 

&bolink CM. G 
Western Meadowlark CM. G 
Yellow headed Blackbird CM, G 
R .. d-winged Blackbtrd CM. G 
Orchard Oriole CM. G. N 
Northern Oriole CM. G, N 
Common Grackle CM, G. N 
Brown·headed Cowbird CM, G 
Cardinal CM. G, H 
Rose-breasted Grosbeak CM. G, N 
Black htad•d Grosbeak G 
Indigo Bunting G 
Dickcissel CM 
American Goldfinch CM. G 
Rufous sided Towhee CM, G 
Lark Bunting CM, G, BH 
Grasshopper Sparrow CM, G 
Lark Sparrow G, H 
Chipping Sparrow CM, G 
Clay�lored Sparrow CM 
Field Sparrow C�I. H 
Fox Sparrow CM 
Lincoln'• Sparrow CM 
Swamp Sparrow CM 
Song Sparrow CM, G. BH. N 
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IN MY YOUTH I SEE • • • 

Lawrence Dongilli 

During the last 2000 years, at least 100 
different species of wild animals have 
become extinct in various parts of the 
world. In the past 200 years, the process 
has speeded up, and the rate of extinction 
is now believed to be as high as one or two 
species a year. Between 250 and 300 
species of wild animals are now regarded, 
by the International Union for Conserva· 
tion, as in serious danger of becoming ex· 
tin ct. 

Not long ago, the Passenger Pigeon liv· 
ed here in incredible numbers. Millions 
gathered sociably in the forests to raise 
their young. It was all too easy to slaughter 
this species. At last, from all the huge 
flocks that had literally darkened the skies 
as they flew, not one bird remained alive, 
and never again will one live on this earth. 

The once nearly extinct Whooping 
Crane now has a population of slightly over 
100 birds, thanks to the effective manage­
ment efforts by the United States and 
Canadian wildlife services. 

The Eskimo Curlew was hunted with 
such greed along its migratory route so 
that by 1925 is was judged extinct. Even 
though a few individuals appeared in 
Texas between 1950 and 1962, this curlew's 
status is precarious, at best. 

In 1973, the Department of Interior's Of· 
fice of Endangered Species characterized 
the American Ivory-billed Woodpecker as 
"probably close to extinction because of 
scarcity of suitable habitat." If any Ivory· 
billed Woodpeckers remain today in our 
southern states, this rarest of American 
species needs large stands of virgin. timber 
and such forests are virtually gone. 

Some other examples of endanR'ered 
species are the sea otter, the black-footed 

ferret, the monk seal, the white-lipped 
rhinoceros, and the Bald Eagle. If the 
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threats to the Bald Eagle continue, we may 
soon have an extinct national bird. 

Endangered animals can be saved. The 
main rules are: (1) maintain the habitat; (2) 
maintain the breeding stock; and (3l DO 
NOT KILL ANY ANIMAL WITHOUT A 
CONSTRUCTIVE PURPOSE. 

No wild animal can survive without the 
habitat to which is has become adapted. If 
man chops down all the trees, the squirrels, 
woodpeckers, and any other creatures that 
depend on those trees will be in serious 
trouble. If man pollutes the water, fish, 
crabs, and all other aquatic life will suffer. 

Man can endanger the species that he 
hunts by killing animals at a faster rate 
than they can reproduce. 

Of course, some animals can be 
ferocious, and some snakes are poisonous. 
For this reason some people think they 
should kill all animals that do not appeal to 
them. Such an attitude would lead to the 
uprooting of every three-leaved plant 
because it might be poison ivy or to 
eradicating all berries because some are 
not good to eat or to destroying all 
mushrooms because some are deadly. 
Whether a creature is large or small, 
dangerous or tame, it has a place on this 
earth, and a species should not be killed to 
the point of extinction. 

We mi. ept that hundreds of other 
animals are � this earth besides the one 
called man. Some are many times bigger 
than he is. Others are so small that they 
cannot be seen with the naked eye. But 
large or small, they were born here just as 
man was, and this is their home, too. 

If we finally crowd other species off the 
earth, purposely or accidentally, we can 
never bring them back, for we do not have 

(Continued on page 401 
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General Notes of Special Interest 
CHESTNUT-SIDED WARBLER IN 

CUSTER COUNTY -- On June 17, 1979, 

we discovered a male Chestnut-sided 
Warbler Wendroica pensylvanica) singing 
in a group of chokecherry bushes in the 
vicinity of the Visitor Center at Wind Cave 
National Park. The bright greenish-yellow 
cap and chestnut sides make this bird un­
mistakable. Three of the observers 
-·Carlyn J. Jervis, Thomas R. Jervis, and 
David Wimpfheimer -- are familiar with 
this bird and its song from living a number 
of years in New England. A fourth 
observer was L. Scott Johnson. 

The bird was seen frequently over the 
next few days in the same area; the last 
sighting occurred on the morning of June 
30. A singing male was also observed by 
one of us (LSJ) in the lower portion of Wind 
Cave Canyon on the same morning, in­
dicating the existence of at least two in· 
dividuals. Only singing birds were observ· 
ed. 

Previous records for South Dakota (The 
Birds of South Dakota, Whitney et al., 
1978) indicate that these individuals are far 
from their normal range, and, if migrants, 
are quite late as they are an uncommon 
May migrant in the eastern part of the 
state. - Carlyn J. Jervis, 893 Laramore 

Drive, Las Vegas, NV 89119. 
• • • • • • • •  

YELLOW-CROWNED NIGHT HERON 

IN PENNINGTON COUNTY -- On May 
17, 1975, I observed a Yellow-crowned 
Night Heron INyctanassa violacea) on a 
stock pond located approximately two 
miles southwest of Wall, Pennington Coun­
ty (legal description: TIS, Rl6E. Sec. 18, 

NW 'I•). The bird was perched in a scrub 
tree along the shoreline. One side of the 
tree was against a steep hillside. which was 
located between me and the heron, so I was 
able to get within 25 feet of the bird before 
he spotted me. The path of flight taken by 
the heron prevented me from seeing if it 
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landed further along the pond. This was 
the only time the Yellow-crowned Night 
Heron was sighted. -- Gene D. Mack, 

Wildlife Biologist, U.S. Fish and Wildlife 

Service, Huron, SD. 

• • • • • • • •  

HOUSE FINCHES NEAR RAPID CITY 

·· While participating in the Rapid City 
Christmas Bird Count on Dec. 17, 1978, 

Reva Pearce and I observed two birds in 
the top of a tall tree. Because of the long 
distance we used the 20x scope, and our 
first impression was of the Purple or 
Cassin's Finch. The birds flew down to feed 
on the ground near some pens by the road. 
We then observed them at approximately 
35 feet with 7 x 35 wide angle binoculars 
and the scope and saw that there was one 
male and one female. They were the size of 
House Sparrows and had large, thick, con· 
ical finch bills. I studied the female for the 
broad white line behind the eye and for the 
dark jaw strip -· field marks of the female 
Purple Finch -- but found neither mark. 
Then I saw that the female's head was a 
dark brown unmarked by strong lines, 
markings, or pattern. Its underparts were 
streaked. 

This led to a closer check of the male. It 
had brownish streaks, narrow but well· 
defined, along the belly and flanks to the 
rump. This discovery initiated an examina­
tion for other field marks of the House Fin· 
ch. The coloration of the bird was a 
yellowish-red, somewhat like that of a male 
Red Crossbill in non-breeding plumage. 
There was a red stripe above the eye, an 
orange-red throat, breast, rump, and 
forehead, and a streaked brown back. The 
color of the male appeared different from 
that observed at other times (I have 
observed male and female House Finches 
in winter plumage in Brookfield, Conn. and 
Oshkosh, Neb.). The Audubon Society 
Field Guide to North American Birds: 
Western Region states that "Immature 
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males (are) less highly colored, often 
orangish or yellowish on head and breast" 
(p. 588), so perhaps this male was an im· 

mature bird. Pictures in Audubon Fi£/d 
Guide: Ecutern Region of the male and 
female House Finch (Carpodactu mex· 
icaniu) are fairly food representations of 
the birds we saw. Other reference sources 
used for identification were A Fi£/d Guide 
to We.tern Birch (Peterson) and Birch of 
North America (Robbins et al.). 

The status of the House Finch in South 
Dakota is "casual" (The Birds of South 
Dakota, p. 242), and several records are 
listed in the book for both the western and 
eastern parts of the state. - Joeelyn Lee 

Baker, Rapid City . 

• • • • • • • • 

CARDINALS IN GREGORY COUNTY -
During the fall and winter of 1978-7 9, I was 
pleased to have several sightings of Car· 
dinals in the Burke area. The first one was 
on September 20, 1978, when a pair, male 
and female, was observed at Burke Lake, 
two miles east of the town of Burke. 
Another sighting, of probably the same 
pair, was made at the lake on Sept. 30. 

On November 21, 1978, a single male 
Cardinal was seen to briefly visit the 
feeder in my yard in Burke. During the 
next several months, I had reports of a 
male Cardinal, presumably the same bird, 
appearing daily at some feeders in another 
part of town. 

From December 8, 197 8 through March 
10, 197 9, a male Cardinal wintered at my 
banding station at Burke Lake. The bird 
was observed at the feeders on nearly 
every visit I made to the station. From 
February 11, 1979 to March l, two male 
birds were frequently observed at the sta­
tion. Attempts to trap and band them were 
prevented by unfavorable weather. 

I had only two previous observations of a 
Cardinal in the Burke area: a single male at 
Burke Lake on Nov. 9, 197 5 and again on 
Dec. 22, 1975. - Galen L. Steffen, Burke. 
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WHITE-TAILED KITE: 
NEW SOUTH DAKOTA RECORD 

Gene Mack 

Photo Courtesy of Gene Mack 

WHITE- TAILED KITE 
On July 9, 10, 1978, a White-tailed Kite 

(Elanus leucurusJ was sighted and 
photographed near Draper, Jones County, 
South Dakota by Steve Tessman (a fellow 
research biologist) and myself. When spot· 
ted, the kite was perched on a large hay 
bale approximately 2 5  m from a graveled 
road. The bird seemed to have an affinity 
with the area, for while photographing the 
kite we flushed it several times within a 
300 m rad ' the first sighting location. 
During the . � of observation (approx· 
imately 15 minutes) a Marsh Hawk (Circus 
cyaneus} attempted, but failed, to drive the 
kite from the area. We returned the next 
day with a third observer, Dale Gates, and 
found the kite located on the same bale of 
hay. On this visit the bird was flushed 
twice, each time it circled and landed near 
the bale. 

The White-tailed Kite is a non-migratory 
bird. Prior to the 1940's the status of the 
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White-tailed Kite in North America was 
extremely rare and approaching extirpa­
tion. In 1935, the breeding range was 
reduced to western California, the 
southern coast of Texas, and the Gulf 
Coast area of Mexico (May, 1935). Since the 
1940's the kite has made a rapid population 
recovery and is common in its breeding 
range with sightings occurring in southern 
states (Eisenmann, 1971). Recent northern 
sightings of misplaced kites have been 
reported in Wisconsin (Hamerstrom, 1965) 
and in Minnesota (Otnes, 1976). To my 
knowledge, this is the first sighting 
reported in South Dakota. ·- Wildlife 

Biologist, U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service, 

Huron. 
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REVIEW 

A FIELD LIST OF BIRDS OF THE 
QUAD-CITY REGION. By Peter C. 
Peterson and Eldon Fawks. Quad-City 
Audubon Society, 1977.  

Peterson and Fawks have developed a 
26-page field list for bird students in the 
Quad-Cities area (Davenport and Betten· 
dorf, Iowa, and Moline and Rock Island, II· 
linoisl. The booklet begins with a one-page 
introduction, and then has a list of 21 
habitats, each designated by a letter. The 
next four pages are brief descriptions of 31 
selected birding areas, numbered con­
secutively (13 in Illinois, 15 in Iowa, and 
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three on the river), and keyed to a road 
map in the center. The main body of the 
booklet, 13 pages, is a list of species, with 
horizontal bars to show the times of occur· 
rence through the year and relative abun· 
dance. 

The area is fifty miles in diameter and 
relatively homogeneous, although 21 
habitats are listed. For this area the bar 
graphs seem to be an excellent way of pro­
traying information quickly and concisely. 
Each month is divided into thirds, so that 
the length of the bar shows seasonal occur· 
rence and the width shows relative abun· 
dance. The Jetter codes for habitat are both 
concise and detailed. I found that I had to 
refer back often to the list of habitats on 
page 4, but I expect that with practise one 
could soon memorize the meanings of the 
code letters. 

On a recent trip through the Quad-Cities 
area, I toqk the booklet along and tried to 
evaluate its usefulness to a stranger. I 
found that the numbers indicating specific 
birding areas are hard to see on the map 
when they are within the cities, but easy to 
read where they are away from the cities. 

In summary, I believe that this will 
prove useful to everyone interested in 
bird-study within the immediate Quad-City 
area, but it should also prove valuable to 
everyone studying birds anywhere in 
eastern Iowa and northwest lllinois. If you 
plan to visit that area, buy a copy first. 
Price is $1.00 from the Putnam Museum, 
17 17 W. 12th St., Davenport, Iowa, 52804. -

N.R. Whitney, 633 South Perry Pines 

Road, Rapid City, SD 57701. 

CORRECTION 

My note in SDBN 31:18 of a late fall 
Yellow-rumped (Myrtle) Warbler at Huron 
was in error as to quoting latest fall date 
for this species from The Birds of South 
Dalwta. The correct late date is Dec. 2, 
1962 instead of Oct. 27 , 1961. The latter 
date refers to the Audubon's Warbler. I 
apologize to all for such carelessness. -

J.W. Johnson, Huron. 
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WINTER SEASON 

(Continued from page 331 

(RAP) · Reva Pearce, Rapid City 
(EMS) · Esther Serr, Rapid City 
(GLS) · Galen Steffen, Burke, Gregory 

Co. 
(WCT) · Walt Thietje, Reliance, Lyman 

Co. 
(NRW) · N.R. Whitney, Rapid City 
(LAW) · Leota Williams, Rapid City 
(IGW) . Irma Wyler, Belle Fourche, Butte 

Co. 

EAST RIVER 
(JC) · James Cole, Gary, Deuel Co. 
(WE) . Wynn Eakins, Deuel Co. 
(WH) . Rosamond and Willis Hall 
(BKH) . Bruce Harris, Clear Lake, Deuel 

Co. 
(NJH) · Nelda Holden, Brookings, Co. 
(KJH) · Karolyn Hoover, Clay Co. 
(TKe) . Tim Kesseler, Sand Lake N.W.R., 

Brown Co. 
(BM) . Berle Myers, Sand Lake N.W.R. 
(RLS) · Ron Spomer, Pierre, Hughes Co. 
(SV) • Spencer Vaa, Brookings Co. 
(GAW)· Garner Waddel, Waubay N.W.R., 

Day Co. 
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IN MY YOUTH I SEE ... 

(Continued from page 361 

the knowledge to create a single animal. It 
is easy to destroy things, but we cannot 
make even so small a creature as a fly. We 
cannot grow a flower without a seed, and if 
we have no seed, who can make one? 

Unless human beings will be content to 
walk through silent woods and fields and 
never see flash of wing or fur, they must 
grant wild creatures some share of this 
earth. Farms and woodlands must not be so 
tidied that no hedges or growths of under­
brush remain to shelter birds and mam· 
mals. We must preserve woodlands so that 
the birds and animals can live there. Lakes 
and streams must remain pure and clear. 

Before we intentionally destroy any 
creature, we should consider why it shares 
the earth with us-·why it is a part of 
nature. 

(Editor's Note: In early 197 9, as an 
eighth-grade student at Vandenberg Mid­
dle School, Douglas School System, Box 
Elder, SD, the author presented a version 
of this paper at an Optimist Club speech 
contest.) 
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