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PRESIDENT'S PAGE 

September 1986 marked the end 
of my first term as SDOU president . 
I begin my second term accepting 
once again with pride the challenge 
of spearheading the only South Da­
kota organization dedicated solely 
to birding and ornithology . 

During the past year, several 
of my original goals as President 
have been realized. We now have a 
newsletter , The Lark Bunting, edit­
ed by Dennis Skadsen , which will 
appear twice a year and, hopefully, will expand , to 4 is­
sues annually.  The environmental action committee , which 
was once ably chaired by the late Ken Husmann, i s  reacti­
vated under the direction of Dennis Skadsen . Dennis report­
ed at the Watertown meeting on 2 issues: the James River/ 
Garrison Project and surface mining in the Black Hills. 
This committee will update and alert members about important 
environmental issues by publishing reports in The Lark Bunt­
i ng. Another goal , to encourage scientific bird study , was 
partially achieved by the formation of an atlasing commit­
tee. Headed by Richard Peterson , this 5-member group will 
study the feasibility of undertaking a breeding bird atlas 
project in South Dakota. Their immediate objective is to 
make a proposal to the Board of Directors at the Spring 1987 
meeting. (As an adjunct to this goal, the Board of Direct­
ors voted to hold the spring 1988 meeting at Webster . Ten­
tative plans for the meeting are to provide instructions and 
experience for breeding bird atlasing by sending teams into 
the field . )  A soon to be realized goal i s  the formalization 
of the process for reviewing rare bird reports. The rare 
bird records review committee will become a reality if our 
membership approves a constitutional amendment to establish 
this group as a standing committee. After developing by­
laws and procedural guidelines, the committee will begin 
functioning by accepting or rejecting reports of unexpected 
birds observed in South Dakota. 

According to the constitution, our overall goal is "to 
promote the study of ornithology by uniting more closely the 
students of ornithology . "  This goal will be partially ac­
complished when our organization joins with 2 other groups 
of similar interest during future meetings . SDOU and the 
Nebraska Ornithologists' Union will meet on 15-17 May 1987 
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in Valentine , Nebraska , for a weekend of field trips and 
fellowship. The foll owjng fal l ,  the Inland Bird Banding 
Association will meet with us in Rapid City (25-27 September 
1987 ) .  Some well-known ornithologists and bird banders will 
be presenters at what promises to be a very informative 
meeting. 

My goals for my second term as President are to become 
better informed on West River range management practices 
that ultimately affect birds ( particularly the Burrowing Owl 
and Ferruginous Hawk) and to investigate what the Department 
of Game , Fish and Parks is currently doing to protect non­
game birds. 

In conclusion, I wish to ask about your goals as a mem­
ber. Hopefully one of them is to increase participation in 
SDOU activities.  I hope to meet you at our next meetings.  
Members are needed to enlarge the Environmental Action Com­
mittee and The Lark Bunting staff. Articles are needed for 
both our publication s ,  a s  are cover photographs for South 
Dakota Bird Note s .  Presenters are always in demand for our 
fall meetings.  Possibly you will become better informed on 
a key environmental issue and contact our legislative repre­
sentatives . Finally, you can further our cause by signing 
up new members. If each of us accepts any of these chal­
lenge s ,  our organization will benefit many-fol d .  Act now, 
you can make a difference! 

RESPONSES OF FALL PASSERINES TO RECORDINGS 
OF LOCAL AND FOREIGN OWLS 

by Nancy Ernst 
Northern State College 

Aberdeen 57401 

Introduction 
The objective of this study was to test for differences 

in defensive behavior of passerines toward recordings of lo­
cal and foreign owl species. 

Methods and Materials 
Fifteen minute tape recordings of 4 owl species' calls 

were made from Peterson (1962 ) .  Both large and small owls 
were chosen. The local species were Great Horned and 
Screech Owls and those foreign to South Dakota were Great 
Gray and Ferruginous Owls. All 4 species prey on passer­
ines. 
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Three study locations were chosen in Aberdeen , SD, for 
their abundance of birds and trees and their freedom from 
outside disturbances. The owl tapes were played on calm 
mornings from 26 September 1985 to 8 October 1985. Only 1 

call was played per day at any site until each species' call 
had been played at each location. 

Four categories of antipredator defenses (see Shedd 
1982) were used to measure the response to taped owl calls. 
Category I: Any aggressive move toward the tape recorder . 
Category II: A passive response indicated when a group of 
noisy birds fell silent for the duration of the recording . 
Silent birds that moved out of cover to observe the source 
of the calls were also considered in this category. Cate­
gory III: Mobbing to within 3 meters of the tape recorder . 
Torn between fleeing or fighting (Hinde 1954) , mobbing birds 
perform a combination of calls and visual displays. Cate­
gory IV: Alarm calls given from a distance of several 
meters ,  without giving visual displays. A negative response 
to the recordings consisted of no perceived change in bird 
behavior. 

Some of my data are approximate ,  either because of my 
failing to notice birds displaying undercover , the subtlety 
of the silent defense , or the confusion of many birds dis­
playing together . Nevertheless , defensive response to the 
owl calls were obvious and sufficiently varied to overcome 
some degree of error . 

Results and Discussion 
The 2 local owl calls drew definite responses while the 

foreign calls were essentially ignored or drew only expres­
sions of mild curiosity (Figure 1). Of the local owls, the 
Screech Owl call elicited the most spectacular response . 
Reactions to the Great Horned Owl were evident but more 
subtle. 

At all 3 locations, the Screech Owl recording provoked 
vigorous mobbing interspersed with displacement activities. 
Dark-eyed Juncos and Harris '  Sparrows with raised crests 
were particularly active. A Downy Woodpecker displayed 
random displacement tapping ( similar to that reported in 
Terres 1980) between short flights from branch to branch. 
Black-capped Chickadees stopped to scratch or wipe their 
bills quickly on branches. 

Birds were active at each location as the Great Horned 
Owl tapes began . Some passerines remained undisturbed 
throughout the tape and aggressive defense was rare. The 
most common reaction was a general quieting of bird activ­
ity. Once a large group of noisy American Robins quietly 
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slipped out of sight for the duration of the tape . This 
comparative lack of aggression toward the Great Horned Owl 
may be because of its size relative to the Screech Owl or 
because small passerines might be less threatened by the 
larger owl. 

The few reactions to the foreign owls were non-aggres­
si ve . Most birds continued their normal activities and vo­
calizations during these tapes. A Downy Woodpecker landed 
near the recorder playing the Ferruginous Owl call . The 
woodpecker cocked its head for a few minutes and then flew 
off. Similar behavior has been recorded in Chaffinches 
examining an owl model with poor predatory characteristics 
(Hinde 1954). Birds learn to recognize predators by obser­
ving the mobbing behavior of conspecif ics towards these 
enemies (Curio et al . 1978). Presumably the passerines in 
this study showed no alarm toward foreign owl calls because 
the local birds were not culturally trained to fear them . 
Since birds give a more aggressive response to predators 
during the breeding season (Shedd 1982), I look forward to 
similar experiments in the spring . 
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Figure 1 .  Passerine reactions to 4 owl calls. See text for 
description of catagories of response. 
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SF-00170, Helsinki 17, Finland 
Flake, Dr. Lester, Box 226, South Dakota State Univ., Brookings, SD 57007 
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Harrell, Dr/Mrs Byron E., 1 2 1 5  Valley View Circle, Vermillion, SD 57069 
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Harris, Mr. Wayne C., Box 414, Raymore, Saskatchewan, Canada SOA 3JO 
Harter, Mrs. June, Box 236, Highmore, SD 57345 
Hempel, Mr. Robert D., Box 393, Springfield, SD 57062 
Herold, Mr. Jim H., 3441 Brookview Dr., Casper, WY 82604 
Hinderaker, Mr. Irving A., 1220 Mayfair Drive, Watertown, SD 57201 
Hinds, Mrs. Gertrice, HCR 1, Box 1 1 2, Prairie City, SD 57649 
Historical Research Center, 800 North Illinois, Pierre, SD 57501 
Hoeger, Rev. August J., 2913 Ridgeview Way, Sioux Falls, SD 57105 
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Holden, Dr. David J., Route 4 Box 252, Brookings, SO 57006 
Holden, Mrs. David J., Route 4 Box 252, Brookings, SO 57006 
Hollen, Mrs. Marie K., P.O. Box 128, Sisseton, SD 57262 
Houtcooper, Wayne, SD Natural Heritage Program, SD Game, Fish and Parks 

Pierre, SD 57501 
Husmann, Mrs. Patsy, P.O. Box 37, Brookings, SO 57006 
Hyde, Mrs. Franklin R., 517 North Grand, Pierre, SO 57501 
Jackson, Mr/Mrs. H. R., 306 N. Berry Pine Rd., Rapid City, SO 57702 
Jackson, Mr. Warren, 204 South Monroe, Pierre, SO 57501 
Jacobs, Bena H., RR 4 Box 98, Lennox, SO 57039 
Jacobsen, Fee, 331 North Grand, Pierre, SO 57501 
Jeppson, Mr. Joseph H., 962 Highland Blvd, Pocatello, ID 83201 
Johnson, Mr/Mrs C. E., Apt 406, 604 South 22nd St., Omaha, NE 68102 
Johnson, Blanche Battin, 1421 Utah SE, Huron, SO 57350 
Johnson, Jim and Diane, 61 5th Ave. NW, Watertown, SO 57201 
Jonkel, Mr/Mrs George, 5910 Windham Rd, Laurel, MO 20707 
Kannowski, Editor Or. Paul, The Prairie Naturalist, Box 8238, Univ. Sta. Grand 

Forks, NO 58202 
Keeler, Mr/Mrs Charles E., 1 304 E. Broadway, Pierre, SO 57501 
Kellett, Mrs. Merle L., Box 144, Cresbard, SO 57435 
Kelly, Ms. Katharin, B., Box 43, Baldwin City, KS 66006 
Kemper, Editor Or. Charles, Passenger Pigeon, 733 Maple Street, Chippewa 

Falls, WS 54729 
Kentucky Warbler, The, University of Louisville, Louisville, KY 40292 
Koerner, John & Cindy, RR 1 Box 79, Waubay, SO 57273 
Kokkai-Toshokan, Kagaku-MZ Nagatacho, Chiyoda-Ku, Tokyo, Japan 
Kolb Ms. Tarrmey, 209 S. Jackson Apt B, Aberdeen, SO 57401 
Kreger, Mr. Douglas, Box 602, Clear Lake, SO 57226 
Kretschmar, Mr. William E., Box A, Venturia, ND 58489 
Kronner, Karen, Route 1 Box 268, Tabor, SO 57063 
Krl.llll1l, Mr/Mrs. Kenneth, 511 Laird St., Winona, MN 55987 
Kuhlmann, Mr. Howard, P.O. Box 471, Menno, SO 57045 
Kurtz, Mrs. Fred, Route 1 Box 83, White, SD 57276 
Kvernes, Mr. David, Dept. of English SIU-C, Carbondale, IL 62901 
Lambeth, Mr. David, 1 909 20th Ave. S., Grand Forks, NO 58201 
Larsen, Janet, Apt. 4 4901 S. Saha, Sioux Falls, SO 57106 
Larsen, Mr/Mrs Wallace L., 104 W. Seventh St., Pierre, SO 57501 
Larson, Mr. Leo R., 1210 E. Cabot St., Pierre, SD 57501 
Lauritzen, Mr. Lester R., RFD Rt. 2 Box 117, Centerville, SD 5701 4 
Library, Grace 8alloch Mem., Corner Main & Kansas St., Spearfish, SO 57783 
Library, The Devereaux, So. Oak. School of Mines, Rapid City, SD 57701 
Library, Rawlins Municipal, 1 000 E. Church St., Pierre, SD 57501 
Library, South Dakota State, 800 North Illinois, Pierre, SO 57501 
Library, Samuel Ordway Mem., HCR 1 Box 16, Leola, SO 57456 
Library, Alexander Mitchell, 519 South Kline St., Aberdeen, SO 57401 
Library, Northern State College, Aberdeen, SD 57401 
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Library, Bio-Medical, University of Minnesota, Minneapolis, MN 55455 
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New York, NY 10024 

Library, The National Audubon Society, 950 Third Ave., New York, NY 10022 
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Lokemoen, Mr. John T., 818 Seventh Ave SW, Jamestown, ND 58401 
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Lynn, Mr. Terry, 1111 11th Ave. NE, Aberdeen, SD 57401 

Mack, Mr. Stanley A., 517 Crescent Dr., Mobridge, SD 57601 

Martsching, Mr. Marvin, Rt 2 Box 44, Redfield, SD 57469 
Massachusettes Audubon Society, South Great Road, Lincoln, Mass. 01773 

Mayclin, Monica, RR 1 Box 5, Plankinton, SD 57368 

Mclaird, Mr. James, 712 S. Edmunds St., Mitchell, SD 57301 

Melius, Mr. Michael, Route 2 Box 40C, Hermosa, SD 57744 
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l"liller, Mr. Ernest E., 639 Sherman St., Sturgis, SD 57785 
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Miller, Othelia, 303 1/2 North Main, Mitchell, SO 57301 

Mollhoff, Mr. Wayne J., 736 South Third, Albion, NE 68620 

Monroe, Mr/Mrs J. Donald, 1407 E Main Street, Vermillion, SD 57069 

Montgomery, Mrs. Aileen E., Star Route 85 S. Box 98, Belle Fouche, SO 57717 

Montgomery, Mr/Mrs Everett, 1105 N. 4th Street, Aberdeen, SO 57401 
Moore, Mr. Merle N., 103 East Kemp, Watertown, SD 57201 
Mord, Jan, Box 86, Ft. Pierre, SD 57532 

IY\.Jdge, Jr., Mr. E. W., 5926 Averill Way, Dallas, TX 75225 

IY\.Jrdock, Katherine, Rt 1 Box 120, Hot Springs, SD 57747 

Museum of Canada, National, Ottawa, Ontario, Canada K1A OMS 

DECEMBER 1986 91 



Nelson, Mr/Mr Delbert A., P.O. Box 1364, Lander, WY B2520-1364 
Nelson, Dr. Robin K., 1733 South Second Street, Abe.rdeen, SD 57401 
Nelson, Mr. Ronald R., 4500 S. Four Mile Run Dr. #1034, Arlington, VA 22204 
New Hampshire Audubon Society, 3 Silk FaI111 Road, Concord, NH 03301 
Nicholson, Charles P. Editor, The Migrant, Box 402, Norris, TN 37828 
Nordstrom, Mr. Barney, Box 62, Fairburn, SD 57738 
North Dakota State U. Library, Fargo, ND 58105 
North, Dean & Donna, 1526 South Grant Street, Aberdeen, SO 57401 
Northern Prairie Wildlife Res. Ctr., P.O. Box 2096, Jamestown, NO 58402 
Novotny, Mr. Lawrence C., 928 Eighth St., Brookings, SO 57006 
O'Leary, Family, P.O. Box 641, Belle Fouche, SO 57717 
Ode, Dave & Jeanne, 415 North Highland, Pierre, SD 57501 
Odland, Mrs. A. M., Box 296, Britton, SO 57430 
Oleson, Alan G., 100 S Court #8, Pierre, SO 57501-2338 
Oleson, Mr/Mrs. Loyd, 1406 Firesteel Drive, Mitchell, SO 57301 
Olson, Mrs. Roy, RR 2 Box 26, Andover, SO 57422 
Olson, Mrs. Sheila A., 1409 South Lincoln Street, Aberdeen, SO 57401 
Opitz, Alvina, 5 1/2 East Maple, Sisseton, SD 57262 
Ornithological Society, Kansas, University of Kansas Libraries, Lawrence, KS 

66045 
Ornithological Society, The Wilson, Museum of Zoology, University of Michigan, 

Ann Arbor, Michigan 48109 
Ornithological Society, Mississippi, Drawer GY Mississippi State, MS 39762 
Ornithologists' Union, Minnesota, 10521 S. Cedar Lake Rd., Minnetonka, MN 

55343 
Ornithologists' Union, Nebraska, University of Nebraska, Lincoln, NE 68508 
Palmer, Mr. George, HCR 62 Box 41, Long Pine, NE 69217 
Palmer, Vernette, 840 No. Spruce, #8, Rapid City, SO 57701 
Parker, Marjorie J., Route 1 Box 142-0, Hot Springs, SO 57747 
Pengra, Dr. Robert, 1047 3 Ave #6, Brookings, SD 57006 
Perkins, Keith, 1100 S Hawthorn, Sioux Falls, SO 57105 
Peterson, Mr. Peter C., 235 McClellan Blvd, Davenport, IA 52803 
Peterson, Mr. & Mrs. Richard A., Box 683, Custer, SD 57730 
Pettingill, Jr., Or. Olin Sewall, Box 97, Wayne, ME 04284 
Piehl, Mr/Mrs Arthur W., P.O. Box 461, Sturgis, SO 57785 
Prisbe, Mr. George, 1309 S. Lincoln, Aberdeen, SO 57401 
Prisbe Mr. Joe A., Box 157, Roscoe, SO 57471 
Raml, Ms. Teresa A., 3222 Hall Street, Rapid City, SO 57702-8150 
Randall, Mr. Robert N., 928 North 16th St., Bismarck, NO 58501 
Riis, Mr/Mrs. Rex, Box 824, Fort Pierre, SO 57532 
Riner and Family, Mr/Mrs W. A., RR 1 Box 5450, Black Hawk, SO 57718 
Roach, John & Paul, 655 Morro Street #1, San Luis Obispo, CA 93401-2768 
Roberts, Mrs. Raymond, 1411 S. Dakota St., Aberdeen, SD 57401 
Rocky Mt.Forest & Range Experiment Station, SO School of Mines Campus, Rapid 

City, SO 57701 
Rogers, Dr. Dilwyn J., Augustana College, Sioux Falls, SO 57197 
Rogge, Mr/Mrs Charles, 2012 S. Grange Ave., Sioux Falls, SO 57105 
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Rose, Mr. 8. J., 14937 North Street, ()naha, NE 68137 
Ross, Mr. George, 342 West Lincoln, Spearfish, SO 57783 
Russell, Jr., Mr. Robert P., 1204 S. Washington Street, Apt 2DW, Alexandria, 

VA 22314 
Sahr, Mrs. Carla A., 222 E. Prospect, Pierre, SO 57501 
Sawinsky, Mrs. Dorothy, Box 79, Selby, SO 57472 
Sch1TUlbach, Mr. James C., 922 Ridgecrest Or., Vermillion, SO 57069 
Schumacher, Lonnie, Box 884, Ft. Pierre, SO 57532 
Seaman, David and Family, 1410 S. Eighth St., Aberdeen, SO 57401 
Senckenbergische Bibliothel<, Zeitschriftenabteilung/OFG Bockenheimer, Landstra 

134-138, 0-6000 Frankfurt/Main, West Germany 
Severson, Verna K., 1920 Richard Road, Sioux Falls, SO 57103 
Severson, Karen, 121 1/2 East 5th Apt 4, Canton, SO 57013 
Sheldon, Mr. Bill, Box 30-A, Westport, SO 57481 
Sheldon, Mr. Dan, RR 1, Box 139, Aberdeen, SO 57401 
Sieg, Carolyn Hull, Forest & Range Exp. Station, SO School of Mines Campus, 

Rapid City, SO 57701 
Sieh, Roland & LaVohn, RR 1, Box 15, Bath, SO 57427 
Sikkink, Mr. Virgil, RR 1, Waubay, SO 57273 
Siljenberg, Mrs. Adelene M., 22 S. Pine Street, Vermillion, SO 57069 
Simpson, Gay, HCR 33, Box 1, Ft. Pierre, SO 57532 
Skadsen, Mr. and Mrs. Dennis, P.O. Box 113, Grenville, SO 57239-0113 
Skadsen, Mr. Mark, 1904 W 26th Street, Sioux Falls, SO 57105 
Sloan, Or. Norman F., Dept. Forestry, Michigan Tech. U., Houghton, MI 49931 
Smith, Mr/Mrs Stanford, No. 39 205 West 18th St., Sioux Falls, SO 57105 
SD Dept Game Fish & Parks, % Ron Fowler, Anderson Building, Pierre, SO 57501 
SD Natural Heritage Database, SO Game, Fish and Parks, Pierre, SO 57501 
Spevak, Mr/Mrs Edward J., 1025 North Park, Watertown, SO 57201 
Spieker, Or. & Mrs. C. W., 600 North Lake Drive, Watertown, SO 57201 
Spitzenberger, Mr. Terry L., 1012 4th Street, Brookings, SO 57006 
Spitzer, Mr. Erwin, Box 188, Roscoe, SO 57471 
Spomer, Mr. Bob, RR 1 Box 159, Yankton, SO 57078 
Springer, Dr. Paul F., 1610 Panorama Drive, Arcata, CA 95521 
Staab, Joe and Mary, 1607 N. Mable, Sioux Falls, SO 57103 
Stanford, Mr. Jerry, 108 15th Ave. SE, Aberdeen, SO 57401 
Steffen, Mr. Galen L., Box 73, Burke, SO 57523 
Strasser, Mr. Royce, Box 822, Sllllmit, SO 57266 
Suel, Charlann, 809 North First Street, Aberdeen, SO 57401 
Summerside, Mr. R. V., 102 S. Madison, Pierre, SD 57501 
Tallman, Dr. Dan, Northern State College Box 740, Aberdeen, SD 57401 
Tallman, Mr. Peter, Box 323, Sandia Park, NM 87047 
Thompson, Mrs. Virgil N., 1324 12th Ave. SE, Bethesda Apt. #20, Aberdeen, SO 

57401-7757 
Townsend, Ardis, 126 Lakeview Drive, Pierre, SO 57501 
Trimm, Mr, Wayne, Sketch Book Farm, Chatham, NY 12037 
Trusler, Mr/Mrs Robert F., 2112 West 33rd, Sioux Falls, SD 57105 
Twomey, Mrs. C. J., Box 629, Hot Springs, SD 57747 
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Van Sickle, Mr±Mrs Steve, 809 East 1 9th Street, Yankton, SO 57078 
Vance, Mr. Velma G . ,  1022 W. Elizabeth, Pierre, SO 57501 

Vandel, Mr. George M . ,  1 004 South Garfield, Pierre, SO 57501 
Vanderwall , Edith, RR 3 Box 9, nierre, SD 57501 

Wagar, Rev. Harold W . ,  #Apt 35, 1 1 15 W. Havens, Mitchell, SD 57301 

Webb, Mr. Morgan C . ,  1325 South Newton, Sioux City, IA 5 1 1 06 
Weber, Duane and Sanna, 134 South 6th Custer, SD 57730 
Wells, Mr/Mrs Darrell, Route 4 Box 233, Brookings, SD 57006 
Western Foundation of Vertebrate Zoology, 1100 Glendon Ave, Los Angeles, CA 

90024 
Weyler, Mrs. Irma G . ,  c/o Daily Post, 1004 5th Ave, Belle Fourche, SO 57717 
Whitney, Jr., Dr/Mrs Nathaniel R.,  633 S. Berry Pine Road, Rapid City, SD 

57702 
Wilcox, Mrs. Juli, 519 W. Riverside Or., Yankton, SD 57078 
Williamson, Mr. Al, Box 54, Halsey, NE 69142-0054 
Williamson, Miss Ellen, 913 East 5th Street, Webster, SO 57274 
Winter, Mr/Mrs Robert O.,  Riverside Acres, 1 1 1  Pike, Yankton, SD 57078 
Witt, Mrs Linda J . ,  Route 1 Box 227, Butler, SO 57219 
Wyse, Philip, 1 002 North Lloyd, Aberdeen, SO 57401 

Yarger, .Mr/Mrs Lenord B., 2421 Central Blvd . ,  Rapid City, SO 57702 
Young, Mr. Durand C.,  1905 s. Sixth Ave, Sioux Falls, SO 57105 
Young, Mr. Steve, RR 1 ,  Box 1 9 ,  Columbia, SO 57433 
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GENERAL �JOTES 

FIRST SOUTH DAKOTA TRICOLORED HERON NEST. On 19 June 1986, 
Bruce Harris located a heron/egret colony 2 . 5  miles south of 
the town of Lake Preston , Kingsbury Co . ,  SD. '!'he colony was 
sp�ead out in willow thickets over 3 . 4  feet of water along 
250 feet of a swollen stream between Lake Whitewood and Lake 
Thompson. Harris found Black-crowned Night-Herons, Cattle 
Egrets, Snowy Egrets, and Little Blue Herons on nests. An 
adult Tricolored Heron was at the colony and Harris suspect­
ed it was nesting. 

I visited the colony on 13 July and observed an adult 
Tricolored Heron fly from the top of the willows to a nest 
at the outside edge of the thicket nearest to me. The nest , 
a 15-inch diameter cup made of dead twig s ,  sat in a live 
willow 3-4 feet above the water. The adult bobbed its head 
down into the nest several times and at least 1 downy young , 
less than l/6th grown, was seen above the nest rim. I did 
not see the adult feed the nestling. The long, thin , light­
brown down on the nestling's head contrasted with the light­
buff breast and gray-brown back. Its long, stout bill was 
black or very dark gray. This plumage identifies the Tri­
colored Heron; the young of all the other herons and egrets 
at this colony have white or gray down (Bent, 1963, Life 
Histories of North American Marsh Birds, Dover Publica­
tions, New York ) .  I returned to the colony on 20 July and 
found the young had more than doubled in size . A nestling 
stood on the edge of the nest and jabbed its bill at an 
adult Snowy Egret perched less than a foot away. An adult 
Tricolored Heron sat in the willow tops but was not seen at 
the nest. A possible second adult Tricolored Heron was seen 
3 miles west of the colony 30 minutes earlier . 

On 26 July , Gil Blankespoor and Augie Hoeger accompan­
ied me to the colony to confirm the nesting. Four young 
were now nearly half grown, but noticeably different in 
size . The smallest was still in the nest, while the other 3 
had climbed into the willows above the nest. Their plumage 
was very well defined , with chestnut on the head and neck , 
except for a white chin and stripe running down the front of 
the neck. The wings were dark gray, the back cinnamon-drab , 
and the belly white. Blankespoor waded through the colony 
and found a second adult Tricolored Heron with young at a 
nest, 20 feet from the first , on the other side of the wil­
low thicket. The second nest was 5 feet above the water in 
a dead willow. The 3 or 4 young were 1 to 2 weeks younger 
than those in the first nest. 
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These records are the first of the Tricolored Heron's 
nesting in South Dakota . Of the 3 previous sight records 
for the state , 1 is from Lake Whitewood in 1981, the other 2 
are from NE South Dakota (SDBN 32:81 , 33:85, 35:76) .  In 
July 1978, at Long Lake National Wildlife Refuge , North 
Dakota, a Tricolored Heron neste d ,  although later abandoned 
its eggs and chicks (Lokemoen , 1979, The Prairie Naturalist 
11:97-110). 

Because of increasing water levels, the Kingsbury 
County heron/egret colony's location has changed 4 times 
during the past 4 years. Levels in the county have risen 
drastically since 1983 and are currently at record highs. 
During 1981 and 1982, an egret , heron , and ibis colony was 
located in cattails at Lake Whitewood (SDBN 33:84-85 , 34: 
98) . In 1983, Darrell and Lois Wells and Ken Husmann found 
the colony in rushes at the east end of Lake Preston (SDBN 
35: 52-53 ) .  In late June 1984 heavy rains flooded this 
colony, forcing the birds to move to an established ( ? )  Cat­
tle Egret colony at Lake Thompson , where they again nested 
in 1985 (SDBN 36:80-8 1 ,  37:84 ) .  The 1986 spring and summer 
again brought heavy rain to Kingsbury Co. Emergent vegeta­
tion previously used for nesting cover has been flooded out 
of Lakes Whitewoo d ,  Preston , and Thompson , leaving large , 
open expanses of water . Even with these changing water con­
ditions , it is pleasing to know these colonial birds have 
found suitable sites each year . The movements of this 
colony in future years will be interesting to observe. Will 
they continue to nest in the stream thickets or move back 
into the rushes and cattails as they reappear? Mark 
Skadsen, 1904 W 26th Street , Sioux Falls 57105. 

OBSERVATIONS OF NESTING CHIPPING SPARROWS. During the 1981 
breeding season , a pair of Chipping Sparrows nested in an 
ornamental White Fir (Abies concolor) by our l iving-room 
window at our home in western Rapid City. On 1 June 1981, 
nest building began, and the task was completed on 4 June. 
The nest was 1 . 8  m above the ground and was next to the 
trunk on the house side of the tree. Principal nest mater­
ials included fine rootlets, fine dry grass, and horsehair . 
The cup's diameter was 5 . 08 cm, and its depth at the center 
was 3 . 1 8  cm. These data are similar to those provided by 
Stull (in Bent , 1968, Life Histories of North American Card­
inals, Grosbeaks, Buntings, Towhees, Sparrows, and Allies). 

Egg laying lasted from 5 to 7 June, with the completed 
clutch consisting of 3 pale blue eggs with dark brown spots 
at the large ends. According to Stull ,  4 eggs are more 
typical for Chippi.ng Sparrows, but 3 eggs are re la ti vely common. 
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Incubation probably started on 7 June and lasted 
through late 18 June or early 19 June . In the morning of 1 9  
June , the nest contained 2 downless nestlings. The third 
egg never hatched. The incubation period of about 1 3  days 
is within the normal range for this species (Stull ) .  

During the nestling stage , both adults fed the young 
bird s .  Fledging occurred on 28 June , with 1 young leaving 
the nest several hours before the other . Thus about 10 days 
transpired between hatching and fledging . Stul l ' s  records 
for fledging range from 8 to 12 days. 

During the nesting period, we saw the male feed the 
female only 3 times. In contras t ,  Stull indicates that 
males commonly feed their mates at the nest during incubation . 

Throughout the nesting cycle the female did not flush 
because of our presence , even though we frequently used the 
door near the nest. Our presence near the fir, however , 
often provoked scolding from the male, or from the female if 
she was off the nest. Also we did not observe territorial 
conflict between the adults and other Chipping Sparrows. 
The sparrows showed distress, however , with the proximity of 
Common Grackles and drove off House Sparrows . 

At the onset of the 1982 breeding season , a pair of 
Chipping Sparrows returned to the fir tree and for a few 
days carried new nesting materials to the old nest. Then 
they abandoned the site, and we removed the old nest. In 
June 1983, a pair of Chipping Sparrows inspected the fir for 
2 days but then departed . Chipping Sparrows did not show an 
interest in the site during 1984 and 1985. L. M. Baylor and 
Mary E. Baylor, 1941 Red Dale Drive, Rapid City 57702. 

APPARENT COWBIRD PARASITISM OF A BELL'S VIREO NEST. On 7 
July 1985, Mark Skadsen and I located a Bel l ' s  Vireo nest at 
the Platte Creek Recreation area, along the Missouri River , 
in Charles Mix Co. The nest was located about 36 inches 
above the ground in the lower branches of a Green Ash. The 
nest contained 3 vireo eggs . A Brown-headed Cowbird egg 
(white, speckled with brown, measuring 18 x 23 mm) lay on 
the ground directly below the nest . The cowbird egg con­
tained a small puncture mark that we assume was made by the 
adult vireo while removing the egg from the nest. The re­
maining eggs hatched successfully with no further cowbird 
parasitism. 

Terres (Audubon Socie t y  Enclyclopedia of North American 
Birds, 1980) indicates that the Bell's Vireo is a frequent 
host to cowbirds . Recently Hall (SDBN 31:71) reported on 
another occurrence of cowbird parasitism on this vireo 
species. Dennis Skadsen, Box 113, Grenville 57239. 
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LESSER SCAUP NESTING IN MARSHALL COUNTY. While conducting 
waterfowl nest surveys for the U .  S .  Fish and Wildlife Ser­
vice, on 9 July 1986, Lana Lunde, Mike Dargatz , and I saw 4 
Lesser Scaup nesting at Piyas Lake , Marshall Co . ,  SD. The 
nests were found on the lake's 2 pelican/cormorant i sland 
rookeries . Female Lesser Scaup were flushed from each of 
the 4 nests, which were concealed in heavy vegetation. Two 
of the nests contained 9 eggs , the others had 6 and 10 eggs . 
Three nests were on the periphery of the pelican colony , no 
closer than 25 feet from any active pelican or cormorant 
nest. However, 1 nest was among 18 Common Tern nests, with 
some of the terns breeding 2-3 feet from the nesting scaup . 

Islands on lakes with grassy or weedy cover are the 
Lesser Scaup's preferred nesting sites (Johnsgard , 1979, 
Birds of the Grea t Pla ins, breeding species and their dis­
tributions) . The Lesser Scaup i s  listed as a rare to un­
common breeder in NE South Dakota (Whitney et a l . , 1978, The 
B irds of South Dakota). Dennis Ska dsen, Box 113, Grenvi lle 
57239. 

INJURED PRAIRIE FALCON NEAR BRISTOL . On 10 August 1986, 
staff of the Waubay National Wildlife Refuge received a 
phone call from Marsha Peckham, who reported an injured 
"hawk" 6 miles south and 7 miles west of Bristol, Day Co . ,  
SD . The next day, Assistant Refuge Manager Mike Getman and 
Roberts Co. Conservation Officer Doug Jones picked up the 
injured bird and took it to Sisseton , where Jones and Dr . 
Harry Burrish DVM operate a raptor recovery clinic ( see SDBN 
36:77). The bird suffered a broken humerus, possibly caused 
by a gun shot or a collision with an overhead wire. The in­
jury was untreatable by the Sisseton clinic, so the falcon 
was sent to Dr . Redig of the raptor rehabilitation clinic at 
the University of Minnesota. 

I identified the bird as an immature Prairie Falcon , an 
unconunon migrant in eastern South Dakota (Whitney et al . ,  
1978, The B ir ds of South Dakota ). This record i s  2 days 
later than the earliest fall observation by Elliot on 8 
August 1946 near Milbank. Dennis Skadsen , Box 113, Gren­
vil le 57239. 

BREWER'S SPARROW NESTS. On 24 May 1986, field trip partici­
pants at the SDOU Spring meeting found 4 Brewer ' s  Sparrow 
nests in an area about 6 miles west of Edgemont along High­
way 18. The vegetation was dominated by Big Sage and 
Greasewoo d ,  along with other shrubs and sparse grass. One 
nest was discovered in Sand Sage, the others were found in 
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Big Sage. Three were located by flushing the incubating 
birds. The nests were woven grass cups about 3 inches in 
diameter and 1 to 1 . 5  feet above the ground. Three tur­
quoise-blue eggs with dark specks were found in 1 nest, the 
others each contained 4 eggs. Sage Thrashers were observed 
in this same area, however,  no nest of this species was 
foun d .  Richard and Juanita Peterso n ,  Box 683, Custer 57730. 

BLACK-THROATED GRAY WARBLER AT ABERDEEN . At 8 am on 1 Sep­
tember 1986, while driving past Melgaard Park in south Aber­
deen, Brown Co . ,  SD, Prisbe noticed the elms in the park 
were full of warblers . This discovery was not surprising; 
it had rained heavily the previous night with the passing of 
a cold front and the morning was overcast and misty. 

Prisbe birded for over an hour before locating a Black­
throated Gray Warbler . The most striking field mark was the 
bird's broad white superciliary stripe that ended abruptly 
behind the eye. The warbler had a chunky, upright posture , 
unlike the many Black-and-White Warblers flitting alongside . 
Furthermore ,  the back appeared to be nearly uniform gray, 
unlike the Black-and-whites' white-striped backs . The 
Black-throated Gray Warbler had two white wing bars and 
black cheeks. The throat was dusky , mottled with black and 
the underparts were white. The flanks were marked with 2 
rows of stripes. 

Prisbe watched the bird for about 3 minutes from dis­
tances as close as 20 feet before he ran to call Tallman to 
confirm his identification. Tallman arrived at 10:30 am and 
he and Prisbe quickly located the bird. Never staying still 
long enough in the open to allow photography, the warbler 
flew from tree to tree across the park. The only field mark 
not certainly confirmed by both observers, who were able to 
study the bird for about 5 minute s ,  were the bird ' s  yellow 
lore spots. 

Other birds in the flock included many Black-and-White 
Warblers, Orange-crowned Warblers, American Redstarts, a 
Chestnut-sided Warbler, a Mourning Warbler, Red-eyed and 
Warbling Vireos, a Least Flycatcher and a Northern Oriole, 
and several Black-capped Chickadees . (Swainson's Thrushes , 
Rose-breasted Grosbeaks, Northern Waterthrushes, Ovenbirds, 
and a Golden-winged Warbler were also observed during the 
day elsewhere in Aberdeen) .  Only 3 other South Dakota re­
cords for the Black-throated Gray Warbler are cited in The 
B irds of South Dakota ( 1978): 2 in the spring (Sioux Falls 
and Oahe Dam),  and 1 in August (Rapid City) . D. George 
Prisbe, 1309 S Li ncol n ,  Aberdeen 57401 a nd Dan A .  Tal lma n ,  
Northern Sta te College , Aberdee n 57401. 
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PURPLE FINCH AND DARK-EYED JUNCO RECOVERIES. On 11 November 
1985, during a heavy influx of Purple Finches into our area, 
I captured a banded finch whose number ,  850-51366, I did not 
recognize as my own. According to the Banding Offi ce , the 
bird was banded on 1 December 1984 near Cedar Falls, Iowa , 
about 360 miles SE of Aberdeen. 

On 14 October 1985, I banded a Dark-eyed Junco ( 1720-
21799) that was subsequently recovered at Lawrence Kansas. 
Lawrence is about 500 miles SSE of Aberdeen. Dan Ta llman, 

Northern State College, Aberdeen 57401. 

LEUCISTIC AMERICAN ROBIN IN CHARLES MIX CO. On 23 March 
1985, I observed a leucistic American Robin at the Platte 
Creek Recreation Area, along the Missouri River, in Charles 
Mix Co. The bird was among 300+ robins that had wintered in 
the area. About 85% of the bird's plumage was white , with 
some black feathers on the abdomen , breast, throat , and 
around the eyes. The tail and wings had solid white plumage 
and the only orange feathers were 2 patches on its sides . 

Terres (Audubon Society Enclyclopedia of North American 
Bi rds , 1980) reports albinism as common in the American 
Robin. Recently reports of leucistic robins have appeared 
in Blankespoor (SDBN 34: 4 1 ) ; and Rogge and Rogge (SDBN 36: 
76) reported a robin that completely lacked white. Final l y ,  
George Prisbe (pers. comm. ) reported a white-faced robin 
with several white primaries in Brown Co. during the 1986 
summer .  Dennis Skadsen, Box 113, Grenville 57239. 

BOOK REV I EWS 

Shorebirds : an identification guide by Peter Hayman , John 
Marchant , and Tony Prater . Houghton Mifflin Co.: Boston. 
1986. Hardbound 412 pp. $35.00. 

The cover flap touts this book as "a new generation of 
field guides."  This statement is true--no serious birder 
should be without either this guide or its companion volume , 
Seabirds by Peter Harrison, also published by Houghton Mif­
flin. 

Shorebirds covers the waders of the world ,  except the 
herons, cranes , and ibis. First impressions of the book are 
immediately favorable, no doubt because of its handsome 
color illustrations. (These paintings are better than the 
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merely adequate illustrations in Seabird s . )  The plates are 
full of identification data. A whole page is devoted to 
variously plumaged Dunlins; White-rumped and Bair d ' s  Sand­
pipers share a page , showing many more plumages than would 
be found in a typical field guide. 

Second impressions of the book, however , are often less 
enthusiastic when one realizes all the world ' s  shorebirds 
are included in this text. While North American birders pro­
bably need pointers on separating Pectoral from Sharp-tailed 
Sandpipers, the inclusion of species like Cox ' s  Sandpiper , 
known only from southern Australia since the bird ' s  discov­
ery in 1982, is trivial and makes for confusing and clutter­
ed plates. As i s ,  the plates tend to be hard to decipher . 
Species are not separated by spaces or lines. They are 
identified by numbers and letters ( i . e . , 190b = juvenile 
Semipalmated Sandpiper) .  The result of different species 
and plumages scattered across the pages is the need to con­
stantly consult the text opposite each plate. Some draw­
ings, such as flying Cal idris on Plate 81 , are not labeled, 
leaving the reader to guess to which species drawings refer. 
One problem with plates containing only a few species i s  
that a wider , instantaneous comparison is difficult. This 
problem i s  partially addressed , however, by 2 plates of 
small sandpipers ( "peeps") . 

Plates of particular interest to South Dakotans include 
those of Western and Semipalmated Sandpipers and Short-bill­
ed and Long-billed Dowitchers. Opposite each plate is a 
short description of the depicted plumages and a range map. 
This arrangement is an improvement over Seabirds that has 
maps at the end of the book. The 89 plates are followed by 
almost 200 pages of text. Here are included descriptions o f  
plumages ,  voices, habitat s ,  ranges,  measurements ,  sub­
species, and references to the technical literature. The 
only omission I detected was how to tell eastern from 
western races of the Solitary Sandpipers (the western race 
can be identified by its mottled inner primary webs, in 
contrast to the dark-primaried eastern birds ) .  

Shorebirds begins with a short introduction , appro­
priate for a book aimed at advanced birders. The section of 
shorebird silhouettes ,  however , is probably superfluous . 
The text is well designed, without the bizarre paragraph 
initials prevalent in Seabirds ( i . e . ,  SS for similar 
species ) .  Also mercifully lacking from Shorebirds is all 
but a passing reference to the word "jizz." Jizz is the 
process by which an advanced birder does not have to explain 
to beginners how he identifies rare birds . Jizz refers to a 
bird ' s  overall shape and demeanor . But, i f  such stuff can 
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not be accurately put into words , I can not believe a bird 
has been accurately observed . I should note, however, that 
even in Seabirds , a phrase such as "heavier jizz" is usually 
explained , making the use of the word redundant in the first 
place. 

I think the i deal book for advanced birders would be 
yet more restricted in geographical scope, with paintings of 
species in as many shades of plumage as possible--for ex­
ample, a molting yellowlegs with muddy feet. The argument 
against a book restricted to just North America, is that 
shorebirds (and seabirds) are notorious vagrants . Ruffs 
almost certainly occur in South Dakota more of ten than the 
single state record implies. I believe an observer using 
this shorebird guide could make a reliable Ruff identifica­
tion (one that could be difficult using standard books) . 
And, of course , anyone travelling beyond the continent 
without this book and its companion simply can not be 
classified as a serious birder . In conclusion , Shorebirds 
is an absolutely first-rate book . The price is reasonable 
but birders should beware: they will also find themselves 
purchasing Seabirds. Dan Tallman , Northern State College, 
Aberdeen 57 401. 

THE 1 9 86 SUMMER SEASON 

by Bruce Harris 
Box 605, Clear Lake SD 57226 

The summer was generally very wet and windy. By Au­
gust , most o f  the state was well over average annual rain­
fall. Devastating hail hit various places in the eastern 
part of the state . More importantl y ,  water tables were full 
and continued rising in much of the east, causing flooding 
of many areas. Colonial birds especially were adversely 
affected by this high water and many had to move due to 
flooding and high winds. 

This season was outstanding. We found first nesting 
records for the Tricolored Heron, Blue-gray Gnatcatcher , and 
Ruby-throated Hummingbirds (although the latter 2 nests were 
abandoned) .  Skadsen found the second nest for Le Conte ' s  
Sparrow, Peterson discovered a family o f  Common Mergansers, 
and ibis were found in 2 new areas. Other uncommon nest 
records include: Three-toed Woodpecker , Swamp Sparrow, and 
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Brewer ' s  Sparrow. Among the uncommon birds listed are 
Scissor-tailed Flycatcher , Black Duck , Caspian Tern,  and 
Cerulean Warbler. A Special thanks to Monica Jonwalbach for 
sharing her work on Piping Plovers and Least Terns. 

The following abbreviations are used in this report: 
Badlands National Monument (BNM) 
Custer State Park (CSP) 
Newton Hills State Park (NHSP) 
Sand Lake National Wildlife Refuge (SLNWR) 
Waubay National Wildlife Refuge (WNWR) 

Observers cited in this report: 
Jocie L. Baker (JLB) 
Gil Blankespoor (GB) 
Ralph L. Bryant (RLB) 
Mike Dargatz (MD) 
John M. Gilman (JMG) 
Plarjorie Glass (MG) 
Ken Graupmann (KG) 
Bruce K. Harris (BKH) 
Lee A. Harris (LAH) 
Randy Hill (RH) 
David J. Holden (DJH) 
Nelda J. Holden (NJH) 
John Jave (JJ) 
l'lonica Johwalbach (MJ) 
Karen Kronner (KK) 
Michael Melius (IYfVIVl) 

Lana Lundie (LL) 
Everett Montgomery (ECM) 
Marjorie J. Parker (MJP) 
Richard A. Peterson (RAP) 
George Prisbe (DGP) 
Rex Riis (RR) 
Steve Van Sickle (SVS) 
Dennis R. Skadsen (ORS) 
Mark s. Skadsen (MSS) 
Gary J. Stava (GJS) 
Dan A. Tallman (OAT) 
Erika J. Tallman (EJT) 
George Vandel (GV) 
Nat R. Whitney (NRW) 
John Wilson (JW ) .  

COMMON LOON--4 June, WNRW, 1 (LL). 25 July, WNWR, 2 (LL). 
RED-NECKED GREBE--3 broods on WNWR. 
EARED GREBE--Codington Co., Goose Lake, 300 nests in colony (BKH, ORS, JMG ) .  
AMERICAN WHITE PELICAN--1 June, Roberts Co., Drywood Lake, 567 Nest (BKH, ORS, 

MSS). 5 June, Marshall Co., Piyas Lake, 795 total on 2 islands (ORS, MSS). 
5 June, Waubay Lake, 740 nests (ORS, MSS). 1 July, Codington Co., Grass 
Lake, 300 (BKH ) .  14 June, N Waubay Lake, 1 nest (ORS, LL, MO). 

DOUBLE-CRESTED CORMDRANT--5 June, Piyas Lake, 274 nests total on 2 islands 
(DRS, MSS). 5 June, E Waubay, 252 nests on island, 17 on shore (ORS, MSS). 
1 June, Roberts Co., N Drywood, 151 nests (BKH, ORS, MSS). 1 July, 
Codington Co., Grass Lake, 80+ nests, most with eggs or very small young 
(BKH). 19 June, Lake Preston, 125 nests in flooded cottonwood (BKH). 20 
July, Jackson Co., Kadoka Lake, 8 nests (KG). 

AMERICAN BITTERN--Oay Co., 2 nests (fide DRS). 
LEAST BITTERN--24-26 June, SLNWR, 3 (RH). 
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GREAT BLUE HERDN--1 June, N Drywood, 7 nests on ground (DRS, MSS, BKH). 5 
June, Piyas Lake, 5 nests (DRS, MSS). 1 July, Deuel Co., Coteau Lake, ca. 
30 nests (BKH). 7 July, Lake Andes, 6 nests with young (JJ). 20 July, 
Jackson Co., Kadoka Lake, 14 young (KG). 

GREAT EGRET--7 July, Lake Andes, 15 nests with feathered young (JJ). 13 July, 
Lake Preston Creek, adult working with sticks in colony (MSS). 13 July, 
Rush Lake, 1 in egret colony and 4 on Little Rush Lake but nesting not 
verified (BKH, DRS). 

SNOWY EGRET--1B June, Hughes Co., 1 (DAT, EJT). 7 July, Lake Andes, 20 nests 
with young (JJ). 1 3  July, Lake Preston Creek, ca. 15 pairs nesting in 
colony (MSS). 13 July, Rush Lake, 10 adults and at least 15 fledged young 
(BKH, DRS). 

b1.!1!:f. BLUE HERON--7 July, Lake Andes, 1 nest with feathered young (JJ). 20 
July, Lake Preston Creek, 4 nests with young photographed (MSS). 26 July, 
Lake Preston Creek, 14 adults but only 1 nest still with young (MSS). 

TRICOLORED �--see General Notes, this issue. 
CATTLE EGRET--1 July, Grass Lake, ca. 10 pair in mixed colony (BKH). 3 July, 

� Co., White Lake, 5 adults in willows but nests not observed (SVS). 3 
July, Faulk Co., Cottonwood Lake, ca. 25 nests in willows (ECM, DAT). 7 
July, Lake Andes, 90 nests with feathered young in willows (JJ). 13 July, 
Day Co., Rush Lake, 29 adults with fledged young (BKH, DRS). 13 July, Lake 
Preston Creek, ca. 15 pair, all young fledged 26 July (MSS). 

BLACK-CROWNED NIGHT-HERON--lake Andes, 360 nests (JJ). 
YELLOW-CROWNED NIGHT-HERON--Mid-June 1985, Kingsbury Co., Thompson Lake, 

photo. (JW). 21 July, WNWR (DGP). 
WHITE-FACED IBIS--1 July, Grass Lake, 9 adults and 2 nests (BKH). 11 July, 

Goose Lake, ca. 6 adults, 4 nests, all with eggs (BKH, JMG, DRS). 27 July, 
Day Co., Hedke Pass, 35, nesting not confirmed {DRS et al.). No nesting 
reported at SLNWR despite spring reports. 

SNOW GOOSE--19 June, Lake Preston Creek area, 1 cripple (BKH). 

WOOD DUCK--17 June, Pennington Co., 4 on Cheyenne River (MIYIYl). 
AMERICAN BLACK DUCK--1 July, Grass Lake, no nest found (BKH). 

GADWALL--15 August, WNWR, very late hatch (LL). 
CANVASBACK--29 July, Minnehaha Co., 7 in female or basic plumage (MSS). 
LESSER SCAUP--7 June, Haakon Co. (JLB). 9 July, Piyas Lake, 4 nests (DRS, MD, 

LL). 
HOODED MERGANSER--8 June, Faulk Co., 1 female (MMM). 
COMMON MERGANSER--14 June, Pennington Co., Canyon Lake, brood of 5, few other 

state nesting records (RAP). 
RUDOY DUCK--31 July, Meade Co., female with downy young (NRW). 
TURKEY VULTURE--13 July, Yankton Co. (SVS). 
OSPREY--1 June, Stanley Co. (KK). 1 June, Yankton Co. (KK). 24 July, CSP 

(NRW). 
SHARP-SHINNED HAWK--15 July, Pennington Co. (RAP). 27 July, Pennington Co. 

(RAP). 
COOPER'S HAWK--24 July, Custer Co. (MJP ). 18 and 30 July, E Pennington Co. 

(MG). 
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NORTHERN GOSHAWK--2 June, Custer Co. (MJP ) .  12 and 27 July, Pennington Co., 
nest with young (RAP). 

BROAD-WINGED HAWK--27 June, Roberts Co., (BKH). 
FERRUGINOUS HAWK--10 April-10 June, Faulk Co., nesting (MfYIYI). 
GOLDEN EAGLE--1 3 March, Custer Co. nesting on powerline crossbars (MfllYI). 
MERLIN--30 June and 3 July, Custer Co. (MJP ) .  
RUFFED GROUSE--Pennington and Custer Co., 3 broods during season (RAP) .  

SHARP-TAILED GROUSE--? June, Faulk Co., 1 feigning injury (IYIYlM).  
NORTHERN BOBWHITE--12 June, Union Co. (BKH). 8 July, NHSP, 3 calling (MSS). 
PIPING PLOVER--Missouri River, 179 adults, 30 nests, 14 young (MJ). No 

plovers found on Cheyenne River . 
AMERICAN AVOCET--10 June, Pennington Co. (JLB ).  1 1  June, Marshall Co., 2 

nests (DRS, JWK, RLB). 
LONG-BILLED CURLEW--15 June, Pennington Co., 1 8  (MIYJYI) . 17 June, Stanley Co., 

3 (DAT). 23 June, Shannon Co., 1 4  (RAP).  
HUDSONIAN GOOWIT--5 June, Roberts Co. (BKH). 
MARBLED GOOWIT--8 June, Haakon Co. (JLB). 1 3  June, Day Co., 5 (DRS) .  
SANDERLING--1 June, Roberts Co., Drywood Lake, 3 (BKH). 4-6 June, Yankton 

Co. , 20 ( KK). 
OUNLIN--4-6 June, Yankton Co, 10 {KK). 
COMMON SNIPE--1 June, Pennington Co. (JLB) .  29 June-3 July, Custer Co., 

winnowing male (RAP ) .  

FRANKLIN'S GULL--3 June, Codington Co., Goose Lake, large colony established 
but apparently dispersed by several severe storms; when checked on 1 1  July, 
only 15+ immatures and 1 flightless fledgling {BKH, JMG, ORS). 

RING-BILLED GULL--1 June, Roberts Co., Drywood Lake, 34 nests, 60% with full 
clutches (DRS, MSS, BKH).  1 4  June, Day Co., Waubay Lake, 936 nests, most 
hatching; colony moved to north from south end of lake due to flooding (ORS, 
MSS, LL). 15 June, Bitter Lake, 675 nests on site not used since 19501s 
(DRS). 

CALIFORNIA GULL--1 June, Roberts Co., Drywood Lake, 1 (BKH). 5 June, Piyas 
Lake, 2 nests (ORS) .  1 4  June, Waubay Lake, 7 adults with 2 nests (ORS). 1 5  

June, Bitter Lake, 7 nests {ORS). 1 6  June, Oahe Dam (RR, OAT). 
CASPIAN TERN--11 July, Codington Co., Goose Lake, 1 {BKH, ORS, JGM). 26 June 

1985, SLNWR, 1 (RH). 
COMMON TERN--1 June, Drywood Lake, 10 nests with 1-2 eggs {ORS, MSS, BKH). 5 

June, Piyas Lake, 2 nests (DRS ) .  1 4  June, Waubay Lake, 1 D  nests {ORS). 
FORSTER'S TERN--Rush Lake, ca. 20 pairs and 3 nests {BKH, ORS). Codington 

Co., Goose Lake, ca. 30 pairs and 1 1  nests (BKH, JMG, DRS). Grass Lake, ca. 
20 pairs (BKH). Lake Preston floodlands, 3D+ adults (BKH). 

LEAST TERN--Missouri River drainage, 391 adults, 84 nests, 63 young, of these, 
43 adults, 1 4  nests, and 20 young on Cheyenne River {MJ). Penning- ton and 
Meade Co., Cheyenne River, 21 adults, 1 nest with 2 eggs (MMM).  

YELLOW-BILLED CUCK00--17 June, Pennington Co. (MMM) . 
BARRED OWL--1 0 August, Lawrence Co., Spearfish Canyon, 1 calling (BKH). 
SHORT-EARED OWL--2 August, Deuel Co. (BKH). 
COMMON POORWILL--1 0 July, Custer Co. (MJP) .  
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WHIP-POOR-WILL--12 June, Union Co. (BKH). 1 2  July, NHSP, 2 calling (MSS ) .  
RUBY-THROATED HUMMINGBIRD--? June, Marshall Co., Buffalo Lake, pair coming to 

feeder (DRS). 8 June, NHSP, pair feeding on sapsucker drillings (MSS). 29 
July, Roberts Co., Sadak Park, female on nest 20 feet in Oak; on 1 9  August 
the nest, the first for South Dakota, was found deserted (DRS). 

LEWIS' WOOOPECKER--1 7 June and 1 0  July, Custer Co., carrying food (MJP). 
YELLOW-BELLIED SAPSUCKER--8 June, NHSP, pair carrying food (MSS). 29 June, 

Roberts Co. ,  immature (BKH). 
RED-NAPED SAPSUCKER--26 June, CSP, female (NRW). 
THREE-TOED WOOOPECKER--9 August, Lawrence Co., Spearfish Canyon, both adults 

feeding young in nest (BKH, LAH ) .  2 and 1 5  July, Pennington Co., Cold Creek 
and Crook Tower areas (RAP). 

BLACK-BACKED WOODPECKER--15 July, Pennington Co. (RAP) .  30 July, Custer Co. 
(RAP). 

OLIVE-SIDED FLYCATCHER--Jl. June, McPherson Co., very late migrant (DAT, OGP). 
EASTERN WOOO-PEWEE--28 July, Roberts Co., female feeding 3 fledged young 

(BKH). 
YELLOW-BELLIED FLYCATCHER--9 June, Brown Co., late migrant banded (DAT ) .  
LEAST FLYCATCHER--1 June, Pennington Co., 2 calling (JLB). June to 1 3  July, 

Day Co. (BKH, ORS) .  4 July, Lawrence Co. (RAP ) .  
SAY ' S  PHOEBE--27 May, BNM, incubation o n  first of 2 clutches, second clutch 

fledged 4 August (MG ) .  
GREAT CRESTED FLYCATCHER--1 7 June, Uahe Dam (DAT ) .  
SCISSOR-TAILED FLYCATCHER--June, Beadle Co., details lacking (fide GV). 
PYGMY NUTHATCH--26 July, Custer Co., 3 (RAP ) .  
HOUSE WREN--31 July, WNWR, 8 active nests in bluebird boxes (DRS ) .  
SEDGE WREN--1 7 July, Roberts Co. (DGP). 
EASTERN BLUEBIRO--WNWR, 1 8  nests in boxes (DRS). Reported widely elsewhere. 
SWAINSON1 S  THRUSH--8 June, Brown Co., late migrant banded (DAT) .  
WOOD THRUSH--15 July, NHSP, nest and young (MSS). 
Al"ERICAN RDBIN--3 May, Minnehaha Co., nest with 4 young, very early (GB, MSS). 
NORTHERN MOCKINGBIRD--18 June, Jackson Co., 1 (DAT ) .  
YELLOW-THROATED VIRE0--8 June, NHSP, 6 singing birds (MSS). All season, Big 

Stone Lake (BKH). 
YELLOW-RUMPED WARBLER--21 June, Custer Co., rattlesnake eating Audubon's 

Warbler (MJP ) .  
BLACKBURNIAN WARBLER--1 June, Brown Co. (DGP). 
CERULEAN WARBLER--5 June, NHSP, 1 singing (MSS) .  
AMERICAN REDSTART--8 June, NHSP, 3 pair (MSS). 
OVENBIRD--15 July, NHSP, singing (MSS, BKH). 
COMMON YELLOWTHROAT--23 July, Day Co., WNWR, adult with food (DRS) .  
YELLOW-BREASTED CHAT--8 June, NHSP, seen and heard (MSS). 
SCARLET TANAGER--12 June, NHSP, pair (BKH, MSS, NJH, OJH). 
BLACK-HEADED GROSBEAK--1 June, Roberts Co., along Big Stone Lake (GJS). 
RUFOUS-SIOEO TOWHEE--5 June, NHSP, spotted race defending territory against 

unspotted race; 6 in 50-foot radius, all agitated and calling (MSS). 
BREWER'S SPARROW--25 May, Fall River Co., 4 nests (SDOU). 
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LARK SPARROW--23 June, Jackson Co., nest with 2 cowbird and 3 sparrow eggs 
(RAP). 

BAIRD'S SPARROW--7 June, Faulk Co., 1 singing (Prfll) .  13 June and 26 July, 
McPherson Co. {DAT, DGP). 

LE CONTE1S SPARROW--6 August, Day Co., adult with food and fledged young 
{DRS). 

SONG SPARROW--14 May, Day Co., adult with food {DRS). 
SWAMP SPARRDW--3 August, Deuel Co., agitated adults with food, fledgling 

calling but not seen {BKH). 
CHESTNUT-COLLARED LONGSPUR--24 May, Fall River Co., nest with 4 eggs {NRW}. 4 

June, Deuel Co., nest with eggs (DJH). 8 June, Faulk Co., 2 nests each with 
cowbird eggs (MIYIYI). 

BOBDLINK--21 June, Pennington Co., 2 (NRW). 17 and 29 June, Custer Co., 4 and 
6 birds {RAP). 

CASSIN 'S FINCH--3 and 30 July, Pennington and Custer Co. (RAP}. Custer Co., 

sporadic at feeder {MJP). 
RED CROSSBILL--12 July, Roberts Co. (BKH). 16 July, Deuel Co. {BKH). Custer 

Co., 30+ at feeder {MJP). Very cOITlllOn in Black�ls this sUTlller, 61 
trapped in 4 days {NRW). 

PINE SISKIN--Nested in Brookings, Deuel, Codington, and Roberts Co. 2 June, 
Brown Co. {DGP). 

EVENING GROSBEAK--21 June, Pel'Tlington Co., Roubiaux Lake, 1 {NRW). 

NEW SDOU FIELD CHECKLISTS ! 

Fiel d checkl i sts of South Dakota 

birds are now avai l ab l e .  

Thi s new checkl i s t  reflects a l l  
of the recent name and taxonomic 
order changes by the A . O . U .  

Cost: $2.00 per ten checkl i sts 
(mi nimum order of ten ) 

Order from: Dan Tal l man 
NSC Box 704 
Aberdeen , S. D .  57401 

Make checks payabl e to: S . D . O . U .  
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