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PRESIDENT'S PAGE

Yesterday (17 April 1988}, T was where many birders would like o be - on the
Fort Pierre National Grasslands before dawn along with meadowlarks, Homed Larks,
Mallards, Sanchill Cranes, dancing Sharp-ailed Grouse, and booming Greafer
Prairie-Chickens.  As the sun rose bove the horzon and he sounds found te sights,
my thoughts took me fo why it takes 5o long for me to wrife the SDOU President’
Page. 14 rather be birding, Then 1 saw an unfemiliar sperrow-sized bird walking over
Buffalo Grass, The bird flew from sight and I ws unable to identify it. Wasit a longspur, pipit, or sparrow? This bird
brought my atfention to a fopic that has occupied birders for many years: rarebird sighings

The primary purpose of the SDOU is o promote the study of birds - Omithology. As  science, the
fechniques of our observations and conclusions thet we drew should provide reiable information about South Dakofz
birds. 1f we are fo become proficient idenfifying birds, we should become knowledgeable about the common birds of the
sfate by referring to SDOU's checklist, The Birds of South Dakots, and other good field guides. 1f we find an
extraordinary species within South Dakota, we should then document and submit our sightings fo ofher birders who can
scrutinize our record. The rare-bird sighting documentation form, as presented m his issue of Bid Notes, lits the
informafion that should be recorded when a rare bird is sighted. The rare bird records committee reviews this data and
assigns the sighting as confirmed, questionble, or nof confirmed, according to the information presenied. This
commiflee’s efforts are commendable and should be applauded and welcomed a5 2 means fo heighten our credibilfy as
accurate birders. As serious birders, we must use this format and provide this material so thaf rare sightings can become
Gependable recards. [n my opinion, the techniques used to identify birds by observation are adequale and eliable if used
cormectly. However, the way we sometimes rush ifo an idenfification may cause problems. The information reguiredto
aftempt 2 verif.cafion of a bird identification should not defer birders from reporting rare birds, but rather should add
confidence {o our birding abilities and improve the accuracy of our identificaions,
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BREEDING RECORDS AND OBSERVATIONS OF SOUTH DAKOTA'S RARE BIRDS HERITAGE LIST
1965-1981
PART TWO

by Dennis R. Skadsen
Box 113, Greaville SD 57239

Table Two (camected from Part One). Key fo distribution maps.

@ Breeding season observation
A Confirmed breeding

W Confirmed breeding adjacent state.

Amesican Woodcock: Scolopax minor

Heritage slalus: Rare.

Breeding season review: S ness with eggs observed 21 Apeil o 16 Juoe, with young 28 April to 20 Jure.
Breeding records: 21 May 197, Clay Co, nest with 3 eggs (Whitney etal. 1978); 27 Aprl 1972, Brookings Co,
nest with 4 eggs (Cates 1973); 26 May 1977, Marshall Co., Sica Hollow, adult with 2 young (Collignon 1978); 2) e
1985, Waubay NWR, Day Co., adult with § young (Rabeaberg ¢t al. in Seasons 1985d),

Breeding seasons and records adj. states: MN: 18 April 1984, Pipestone Co., nest with 4 eggs (Sayder 1985)
and nesting, Big Stone Co. (Jansen and Simonson 19842). Egg dates 21 Aprl to 23 June (Johnsgard 1979). IA:
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nesting scason 21 March o 20 June, nests with eggs 4 May o 31 May, with young seen 18 Ageil - 1 June (Dinsmore et
. 1980)

Califoria Gull: Larus californicus

Herifage status: Rare

Breeding season review: 3D nesting season, egg dates 27 May - 3 Joly, young observed in nests 6 June - 3 July
Breeding records: 3 July 1981, South Wanbay Lake, Day Co., 3 nests with epgs and young (Hams 198 ), 5 June
198, Piyas Lake, Marshall Co, 2 nests with eggs (Stadsen 1987c) 15 June 1984 Bitter Lake, Day Co., 7 nests with
eggs and young (Skadsea 1987c)

Breeding seasons and records adj. states: ND: breeding season early may o early August, nests with egps
observed 3 May to 24 June with lightless young seen 8 June to 28 July (Stewart 1975)

Conmon Tem: Stemma hinado

Herifage status: Rare

Breeding season review: 5D nesting season, nests with eggs observed 28 May - 9 hly, young in ness from 13
June - 9 July, nonflying young 3 August

Breeding records: 22 June 1%9, Noch Drywood Lake, Roberts Co., 36 mests with eggs and young (Hamis 197 0o}
10 June 198, Piyas Lake, Masshall Co,, 7 nests (Hosmann and Rabenberg in seasons 1984)); 14 June 1986, Nocth
Waubay Lake, Day Co., 10 nests with eggs (Stadsen 1987c).

Breeding seasons and records adj. states: NO: breeding season late May 1o mid-August nests with egs
observed 8 June (0 28 July with young seen in nests 22 June to 31 July (Stewart 1975),

Least Tem: Sterna anidloram athalassos

Beritage status: Crifically rare

Official - designation: Federal endangered. State endangered

Breeding season review: D egp dates 20 May - 17 August, downy and feathered young seen in nests 25 June - 1}
August (Schwalbach pers. comrm ),
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Breeding records: 1 July 1968, Missour: River, Clay Co., nests with eggs and young; 2 July 1968, Missouri River,
Union Co., nedt with eggs and young; 10 July 1968, Missouri River, Buffalo Co., 3 nests (Hamis 1968a); 1984, Oahe
Dam, Stanley Co., 4 nests \ter flooded (Coorod and Riis in Seasons 1984d); 1986, Missouri River, Bon Homme, Clay,
Charkes Mis, Solly, and Yankton counties, Cheyerne River, Haakon, Meade, and Penninglon counties, nests with epgs
and young (Schwalbach pers. comm.).

Breeding seasons and records adj. states: ND: egg ates 2 July - 21 July (Stewart 1975). LA: neting season
last week of July throogh August (Dinsmore et al. 1980). NE: 1986 Missouri River, Coda, Dixon, and Knox countes,
oests with young and eggs (dates inchuded m SD season review) (Schwalbach et al 1986); 1984 Boyd and Keya Paha

counties, nesting (Beawetd 1985).

Common Bam-Owl: Tyto dba

Herifage status: Rae

Breeding season review:  SD nesting season probably April wough September (Whitney etal. 1978). Nest with
young obscrved 10 Jume - 17 September.

Breeding records: July 1981, Missouri River mile %44, Brule Co, aduit with young in biuff cavity (Freidel 1981);
1972, Fall River Co. (Adolphson 1973); June 1984, Missouri River, Hughes Co. nest destroyed by waves (Riis, pers.
comm.; 26 July 1987, Jackson Co., nest with young (Graupmann in Seasons 1987d).

Breeding seasons and records adj. states: NE: 1978, Dawes Co. (Bemett 1980); 1984, Sioux Co. (Bennet
1985). TA: species fsted as tate endangered (Roosa 1977); 19 July, nest with young (Dinsmore efal. 1980). MN: 14
July and 10 September, eggs and young observed in nests (Johnson 1982)

Long-cared Owk: Asio oo

Heritage status: Rare.

Breeding season review: SD nesting season: April through June (Whitney et al. 1978). Egg dates: 26 April - 28
May, nestlings obseved 29 Apil - 4 hly.

Breeding records: § May 1968, Sanbom Co, nest with I egg and 14 May 169, Roberts Co., Sodak Park, nest with
6 eggs (Hais 1971b); 29 April 1970, Brookings Co, nest with 4 netlings (Ham 1971); 30 May 1975, Marshall Co,,
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Sica Hollow, nest with 2 young (Hams in Seasons 197%); 1976, Bennedt Co, nesting (Lohoefener and Ely 1978); 1972,
Perking Co., oest with 3 eggs (Hinds in Seasons 1972c) 4 Aprl 1982, Penninglon Co., Badiands NP, nest (Paulson and
Sieg 1984); June 1983, Meade Co., adult with | young (Tallman et al. 1983); 1983, Fall River Co., nest (Peterson in
Seasars 1983d); May 1983, Slim Buttes, Harding Co., nest with young (Hodorff and Sieg pers. comm).

Breeding seasons and records adj. states: NE 1982, Chenry Co, nesting (Benned 1983). ND: nesting season
late Apri - mid-August, egg dates 28 April o 16 June, nestlings obscrved 20 May - 15 July, deperdert young 21 June -
(7 August (Stewart 1975).

Northem Saw-whet Owk: Aegolivs aadio

Heritage slatas: Undetermined.

Breeding season review: SD: mmatures seen 29 May - 12 uly.

Breeding records: 12 July 1972, Peaninglon Co., immature (Whimey in Seasons 1972c); 29 May 1978, Roberts
Co, Big Stone Lake, fledged young (Spinner and Spinner 978); Juoe 1983, Meade Co., | inmature (Tallman ¢f ol
1983).

Breeding seasons and records adj. states: MN: egg dates from 12 April - 22 May with young observed 7 Apeil -
(3 July (Jobison 1982).

Common Poorwil: Phalaenoptilus muttell

Heritage status: Rare

Breeding season review and record: Only confimed SD secord: 28 June 1985, Harding Co., nest with 2 young
(Springer In Seasors 19854).

Breeding seasons and records adj. stales: NE: 1976, Dawes Co. (Bennett 1977). CO: nesting season extends
from May - hly (Teres 1980).

Whip-poor-will: Caprimalgus vociferws
Heritage stalus: Rare
Breeding season review:  Not confirmed as breeding in S0, akhough breeding season records along eastem edge of
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stafe and dlong Missour River in SE SD suggest breeding.
Breeding seasons and records adj. states: [A: nest with eggs % Jine baiched by 16 July (Dinsmore et al.
1980). MN: young reported 26 July (Wilson 195)

Three-toed Woodpecker: Picoides fridactylus

Heritage status: Rare.

Breeding season review: D nesing season May - July, nest with eggs observed 12 line (Whitney ¢ . 1978)
Nests with young seen 19 June - 9 Augst.

Breeding records: 19 June 1965, Cheygane Crossing, Lawrence Co., nest with young (Whitrey efal. 1976); 20 - 22
June 1984, Sylvan Lake, Custer Co., aduts feedng young in cawfy (Whiney in Seasons 1984d)

Pileated Woodpecker Dryocopur pieatus

Herilage sfatus: Statos undetermined

Breeding season review: No definie breeding recoeds for SD. Recent sightings suggest possible breeding in NE $D
(Harrss 1987)

Breeding seasons and records adj. slales: MN: 985 Lac Qui Park Stafe Park, Lac Qui Parle Co,, nestng
(Wilson and Shedd 19%) eggs observed 9 May - 23 May (lofmsgard 1979), ND: probable nesfing season May -
md-July (Stewart 1975),

Olivesided B ycatcher: Confopus borealis

Herilage statas: States undefermined

Breeding season review: Liftle data awilable, 2 possible breader in the Black Hills (Whitney ¢t al 1978). Nesting
Season May - July (Terres 1990).

Comments: Bregding season observatpas 20 June 198, Custr Co. (Whitiey in Seasons 19834 2 July 1967 and X
Jine 1%, Black Fox Campgound, Law rence Co. and pror to 1965 in Penvinglon Co. (Whitrey et . 1978).
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Clarks Noteeacker: Nuciraga columbizng

Herilage status: Stafus undelermined.

Breeding season review and records: Few dafa available, uncommon visilor in the Black Hills (Whitney ¢l al.
1978).  Breeding records: 29 April 1985, Pass Creek and Plum Canyon, Custer Co., adults fecding fledged young
(Peterson 1985); 7-15 April 1987, Custer Co,, 3 nests with 2 young cach (Peterson in Seasons 1987d). Nestng usually
March - May (Terres 1980).

Tufted Titmouse: Parws bicolor

Heritage stalus: Status undelermined.

Breeding season review: [n SD considered a casual summer rewdent I Union Co. (Whitney et al. 1978), but no
receat beeeding season records or obsecvations.

Breeding seasons and records adj. stales: [A: early May - July (Diasmore ¢t al. 1980).

Pygmy Nuthatch: Sitta pygmaca

Heritage slatus: Criticall rare.

Breeding season review and records: Few data available for SD, where a rare o uncommon resident in the Black
Hills, mcluding a breeding record prior to 1965 in Penninglon Co. (Whitney ef l. 1978). 12 July 1968, Custer Co, 2
aults with 8 fledged young (Weaver 1982); adult constructing nest cavity 24 March 1983, Shep's Canyon, Fll River
Co., with aduls feeding both young in and out of this nest 29 May (Peterson 1983). Nesting April - June (Terres 1980).
Breeding seasons and recards adj. states: NE: 29 June 1970, Sioux Co., aduls camying food to cavity (Rosche 1972).

American Dipper: Cinclus mexicanus

Heritage ~stalus: Uncommon

Breeding season review: 3D nesting season late Aprl - uly (Whiney et al. 1978), nests with eggs observed 14
June and § July , fledged young observed 13 June ,

Breeding records: 14 hune 1979, Spearfish Canyon, Lawrence Co., nest with 4 egas (Bierke in Seasons 1979d).
Nestng record pror (o 1963 in Penmington Co. (Whitney 1955).
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Blue-gray Gratcatcher; Polioptila carndia

Herilage slatus: Crifcally rar, peripheral

Breeding season review and record: Litle dela available for SD. A rare summer resident in SE SD (Whitney et
. 1978), except Newton Hills SP, Lincoln Co., where observed for 7 consecutive years, 1981-1987 (Springer and
Skadsen 1986, Springer in Seasons 1987c and d). Only breeding evidence: pair building nest 4 May 1986, Newton Hils
SP, later abandoned (Skadsen 1987).

Breeding seasons and records adj. slales: MN: 1981, nesting, Blue Mounds State Park, Rock Co. (Ecker
1981).

Easkem Bluehirc: Stalia sials

Herilage stalus: Rare.

Breeding season review: Nesting on Waubay NWR nest iral, Day Co. tate Aprl - mid-Jul, eggs dates 15 May -
12 July, young in nest 15 May - 19 hly (Skadsea 1987a).

Breeding records: 10 Jone 1966, Sodak Park, Roberks Co., female camying food to nest hale; 25 Jne 198, James
River, Sanbom Co., aduls feeding young (Whilney et ol 1978); 12 June 198, Harding Co, nesting (Bylor and Rosine
1970); 1971, Perkins Co., nesting (Hinds in Seasons 19716), 1976, Clay Co., nesting (Seasons 1976d); 11 June 1977,
Pennington Co., nest failed due to predaton (Knecht in Seasons 1977d); 1979, Hutchinson Co., nesting (Spomer i
Seasons 1979), June and July 1981, Yankion Co., juveniles (Hallin Seasons 1981d); 1982, Deuel Co. nesiing (Stzva n
Seasons 1982d); 1983 Brookings, Jackson, Meade, and Hyde counties, breeding (Seasons 198%); July 1984, Waubay
NWR, Day Co., 6 nests (Husmann in Seasons 1%84d); 21 May 1987, Union Co., adulls feeding young in cavity
(Springer in Seasons 1987d); 1987, Gregory Co., 4 pair nesting (Steffen in Seasons 1987d), 1987, Custer Co,
sucoessfully oested (Unpublished seasons report 1987).

Breeding seasons and records adj. stales: MN: Eggs obscrved 16 Apel - 16 August (Rstad 1972); 1907 Big
Stone NWR, Lac Qui Perle Co., nesting (Buer 1981); Rock Co., nesting (Jenssen and Simonson 1984D); 1986, nedting
Big Stone Co. (Shedd and Wilson 1987). NE: 1985, Dawes Co, nesting (Faanes 1985). ND: breeding Season late Ap
- early September, eggs in nesk 3 June - 22 hly (Stewart 1975)
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Veery: Caares fuscescens

Herilage status: Rae

Breeding season review: SD nesting season June - July, nest with eggs observed 15 June, nest with young 17 June,
Sica Hollow State Park, Roberts

and Marhal) counties (Whitney et al. 1978)

Breeding records: 1983, Knights Canyon, Marshall and Roberks counties, nesting (Hems in Seasons 1983d).
Breeding seasons and records adj, slales: ND: breeding scason probably late May - ate July, nedts with eggs 6
June - 15 June (Stewart 1975). MN: egg dates, 24 May - 10 July, with nestiings observed 11 June (Johnsgard 1979).

Wood Thoush Hylocichla masteling

Herilage slatus: Statos undelermined.

Breeding season review: SD nesting season, June. Nests with eggs seen 7, 23 June, nest with young 10 June and
B Ju.

Breeding records: 23 June 1968, Sodak Park, Roberts Co., mest with 1 young (Hamis in Seasons 1978d); 7 June
1969, Charles Mix Co., nest with 4 eggs (Hamis 1969), 1-6 June 1972, Missouri River, Gregory Co., § active nesis
(Anderson in Seasons 1972c), 26 May 1985, Newton Hills State Park, Lincoln Co., nest (Buckman and Anderson pers.
comm.).

Breeding seasons and records adj. stales: ND: 28 July 1976 Richland Co. (Lambeth and Lambeth 1979).

Northern Mockingbird Mimus polyglottos

Heritage statns: satus undetemined.

Breeding season review and records: SD nest with young 22 June and nests with eggs seen 24 June, Sanbom
Co. (Haris 1968b), 13 July 1978, Bon Homme Co, adult and immature (Wilcox in Seasons 1978d). Nesting records
pror 10 1965 in Clay, Davison, Sandom, and Fall River countées,

Breeding seasons and records adj. stales: MN: nest wilh young 6 August 1977, Bloe Mounds Stae Park, Reck
Co. (Bckert 1977). ND: 8 June and 9 July 1980, nesis with young, 27 June, nest with eggs, Dickey Co. (Child et 2l
1980).
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Sage Thvasher Oreoscaptes montanis

Heritage statos: Crfically rar.

Breeding season review and records: Few data available with no defiite breeding records, considered  rare
summer resident in SW 3D (Whitney ¢t al. 197). Egas usually tad Apri - July (Temes 1980)

Sprague’s Pipit: Anthus spraguei

Heritage status: Status undetermined.

Breeding season review: Breeding species in Harding, Dewey, and Stanley counties and possibly in Corson,
Campbel, and McPherson counties (Whitney et al, 1978). No recent nesting records for SD.

Breeding seasons and records adj. stales: ND: breeding scason ate Apeil - early September, nedts with eggs 7
Jure - 4 July, nest with young 2 August (Stewart 1975), 20 May 1981, Mclntosh Co., nest with eggs (Berkey 1987).
Species lsted as endangered in MN (1984 Minnesota Official List of Endangered, Threztened and Special Concern Planfs
and Aninak).

Yellow-throated Vireo: Vireo flavifrons

Heritage status: Rare.

Breeding season review: D nesiing season last week of May -June (Whitney etal. 1978). Breeding recosds prior
to 1965 in southeastem SD.

Breeding records: 1983, Enemy Swim Lake, Day Co., nesting (Hanis and Husmam in Seasons |983d).

Breeding seasons and reoords ad]. states: ND: breeding season Iae May - August wilh active nests sen 8 June - § July,
ependent young observed 4 August (Stewart 1975); 20 June 1979, Sargent Co., nest with 6 young (Berkey 1987).

Black-and-White Warbler: Mniotilta wari

Heritage sfatus: Status undetenmied

Breeding season review and record: D nesting season June - July (Whitney et ol. 1978) Only breeding
evidence: adults with young seen § July 1981, Dark Canyon, Penningon Co. (Baker in Seasons {981d).

Comments: Breeding recoed prior fo 1965 n Todd Co. (Whitney et al. 1978). Probably nests in 5 or 6 areas of 3D
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Sage Thrasher Oreoscaptes montanks

Heritage status: Critically rare.

Breeding season review and records: Few data available with no definite breeding records, considered a rar
summer esident in SW SD (Whitney ef a. 1978). Eggs usually laid April - hly (Teures 1980),

Sprague’s Pipit: Anthus spragued

Heritage status: Status undetermined.

Breeding season review: Breeding species in Harding, Dewey, and Stanley counties and possibly in Corson,
Campbell, and McPherson counties (Whitney et al. 1978). No recent nesting records for .

Breeding seasons and records adj. slales: ND: breeding scason late April - early September, nests wilh eggs 7
June - 4 uly, nest with young 2 Augut (Stewart 1975), 20 May 1981, Mclniosh Co., nest with eggs (Berkey 1987).
Species lsted as endangered in MN (198 Mimmesola Offcial List of Endangered, Threatened and Special Concern Planis
and Animals),

Yellow-throated Vireo: Vireo flawifrons

Heritage status: Rare.

Breeding season review: S nesting season last week of May - June (Whitney et al. 197). Breding records prior
fo 1965 in southeastem SD.

Breeding records: 1983, Enemy Swim Leke, Day Co,, nesting (Haris and Husmarm in Seasons 19833).

Brecding seasons and records ad). tates: ND: breeding season late May - Augst with active nests seen § June - 8 July,
ependent young observed 4 August (Stewart 1975); 20 June 1979, Sargent Co, nest with 6 young (Berkey 1967).

Black-and-Whike Warbler: Miotilta wwia

Herifage status: Status undetermined

Breeding season review and record: SD nesting scason Jume - July (Whitney et al. 1978). Only breeding
evidence: adulks with young seen 5 July 1981, Dask Canyon, Pemningion Co. (Baker m Seasons 1981d)

Comments: Breeding record peior to 1965 in Todd Co. (Whilney et al. 1978). Probably nests in § or 6 areas of SD
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Thveatened and Special Concen Plants and Arymals).

Henslow's Sparrow: Ammodramas henstow

Heritage status: Status undelenmined.

Breeding season review:  SD nesting season probably lsie May - July (Whitney et al. 1978).

Comments: Species ool confimed as breeding in state, but reported breeding prior to 1965 in Minnehaha and Bon
Homume counties. Species of pecial concem in MN (1984 Mimnesota Official List of Endangered, Threatened and Specia
Concern Piants and Animals).

Le Conte's Sparrow: Ammodramus lecontei

Heritage slatas: Statis undelermined.

Breeding season review: SD nesting season probably Junc - uly, nest with eggs 19 June and negt observed 25 June
(Whitney et al. 1978)

Breeding records: 5 August 1986, Day Co,, adult feeding fledged young (Skadsen 19870

Breading seasons and records adj, sefes: ND: probably breeding scason mid-May - early September, egp dates 27 May -
19 June, depedent young observed | August (Stewart 1975).

SharpHailed Sparrow Ammodramus caudacis

Heritage status: Stafus undetermined

Breeding season review: SD nesiing season probably June, but nesting uocondirmed in state (Whitney et ol 1976).
Breeding seasons and records adj, states: ND: beeeding season carly Jue - tate August, egg dates 12 hune - 12
July, nest with young observed 25 July (Stewart 1975). MN: Species of spegial concem (1984 Minnesata Official List
of Endangered, Threatened and Special Concern Plank and Animals).

McCown's Longspur: Calearius mecownii
Heritage status: Status undetermined.
Breeding season review and record: SD nesting season May - July, only record: nest with young 16 July 1910
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(Whitney et al. 1978),

Breeding seasons and records adj. states: ND: species lised as "sate threatened” (McKeana and Seabloom
1979), breeding season mid-May - early August, egg dates 17 May - 22 July (Stewart 1975), 25 May 1970, Bowman
Co., nest with eggs (Whitney et al. 1978). NE: nest with eggs observed 9 June 1985, Sioux Co. (Bray 1985b).

Cassi's Finch: Corpodacis cassinii

Heritage slates: Status undetermined.

Breeding season review and record: SD possibly a rare summer resideat in the Black Hills (Whitney et ol 1978).
Only evidence of breeding: 10 and 11 July 1984, young begging for fond, Custer Co. (Peterson in Seasors 1984d).
Breeding seasons and records adj. sales: NE: 25 July 1980, female feeding 2 young incapeble of sustained
flight, Chadron State Park (Rosche 1982). WY: 17 July 1905, nest with eggs Crook Co. (Petiingill and Whitney
1963).

Red Crossbill: Loxia curvirosira

Heritage status: Uncommon.

Breeding season review: SD nesting season January - July in Black Hills, East river nesting, female building nest
25 March, same nest contained 2 eggs 29 March i Yankton (Whitmey et al. 1978); pair gathering nest material late
March ; adults obscrved feeding immatures 20 April - 16 June.

Breeding records: 20 January 1963, Sheridan Lake, Penninglon Co,, female building nest (Whitney et al. 1978); |
June 1969, Todd Co., adult feeding young (Whitney et al. 1978); 22 April 1980, Codington Co., pair feeding young
(Herring 1981); 24 March 1987, Pickerel Lake Rec. Area, Day Co, nest with 3 young (Skadsen in Seasons 1987c).
Brecding seasons and records ad). sates: NE: 24 March 1974, nest with eggs, young observed in mest § Aprl, 1981
esting Jue - July (Rosche 1982)
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GENERAL NOTES

WEST RIVER OLDSQUAWS. On the aternoon of 14 November 1987, 1 observed 2 basic-plomaged male
Oldsquaw af Bear Butte Lake, near Sturgis, Meade Co., South Dakota. [ easly identified the bird by ifs distinctive
plumage. Calm waters and good light aided my conclusion.

According to The Birds of South Dakota (Whitney et al), the Oldsquaw's tatus in the state is casual. With the
exception of occureences af LaCreck NWR, all reconds are from the Missouri River and east. Thus, my observation
appears fo be a fust westem record outside LaCreek. One record for NW Nebraska exists; two Oldsguaw were seen by
Dorathy and Richard Rosche af Lakeside, approwimately 100 miles SE of Bear Butte, on 11 Novermber 1979, Jocelpn
Lee Bater, 3220 Kirkwood Orive, Rapid City 57700,
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BOOK REVIEWS

New Generation Guide to the Birds of Britain and Europe by Chrstopher Pemins. University of Texas Press: Austin
Hardbound. 320 pp.

Why would 2 South Dakotan buy a field guide to the birds of Europe? Naturally you would buy the book if
you plarmed 2 European vacation. Perhaps you could anticpate seeing a European waif blown onto our shores. Or, like
some of us, you gught be ust an icurable book collecor,

This guide is quite distinctive. [n fact, it is two books in one; a field guide and an infroductory oruthology
course. The book is not the best guide fo European birds. While the paintings are well executed and do porray males,
females and immatures, the illusirations appear inordinately small For example, one plate confaing 38 buntings while
36 gulls grace another page. Subtle points of identification must certainly e lost with this layout. Therefore, the
fraveler probably would be wise o look for another field guide

But the fild guide comprises less than half this text: the remainder is devoted to bird biology that is fascinating
on any continent. The only drawback to this presentetion is that the examples are, naturally, of European birds
(although, of course, our birds are built and behave in similer fashions). A wealth of information is presented in this
feld guide-sized text: the evolution, anatomy, nomenclature, behavior, and ecology of birds are ll covered with shor text
ad many color ilustrations. Particularly helpful is that the field guide section is cross referenced with the biologica
discussions. Dan Tallman, Northern State Colege, Aberdeen 57401,

THE 198788 WINTER SEASON

by DENNIS SKADSEN, BOX 113, GRENVILLE, §D 571239

The stason was marked by one of the worst winters on recond. Many records for low temperates were broken
in late January and February and, on several occasions, South Dakota provided the national low temperature. Several
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major snowstorms bt the southeastem and southceniral pats of the state in January and February. Sioux Falls had 2
lotal of 45 inches of snow by February. In Yankton, one stonn delivered 17 inches of snow. Deuel Co. had 35 inches
of snow, with many of these storms accompanied by 39 fo 50 mph winds. Nodheastern SD, on the other hand, received
below norml pregipitaiion.

Despite the weather, many species winfered in the state. Species atiempting to winter included Killdeer, suip,
Mourning Dove, Red-headed Woodpecker and Yellow-beled Sapsucker.  Unusual sightings included Oldsquaw,
Gyrfakon, and Barred Owl

Abbreviations used in this report are: CBC, Christmas Bird Count, SLNWR, Sand Lake National Wildife
Refuge, SRA, Statc Recreation Area; WNWR, Waobay National Wildife Refuge.

Obszzvers cited in this report;

Dan Brady (DB) Geny Hatling (GH) William A. Schultze (WAS)

Howard Browers (HB) Sally Hatling (SH) Dennis R. Skadsen (DRS)

Ken Cameron (KC) Nelda Holden (NH) Don Smith (DS)

Mike H. Getman (MHG) Cindy Koemer {CK) Teay Spitzenberger {TS)

Marjorie A. Glass (MAG) Janice Kieckhefer (JK) Dan A, Tallman (DAT)

Dave Griffths (DG) Michael M. Melius (MMM) Erkka J. Tallman (EIT)

Carolyn Grifiths (CG) Marjorie J. Parker (MIP) Duzne Weber (DW)

Ken Graupmann (KG) Richard A. Peterson (RAP) Darrell Wells (DWe)

Willis Hall (WH) D. George Prishe (DGP) Nathanie] R. Whifney (NRW)

Bruce K, Harris (BKH) Dan Reinking (DR) J. Devid Williams (JDW)

Mark Harris (MH) Cathering Sandell (CS) Robert L. Wrisht (RLW)
PIED-BILLED GREBE- Throughout period Yankion Co. (WH). Steve Young (SY)

AMERICAN WHITE PELICAN-S¢e CBC Report.

DOUBLE-CRESTED CORMORANT--12 Desember, Brown Co., SLNWR, very late (SY),
GREAT BLUE HERON--Se¢ CBC Report.

GREATER WHITE-FRONTED GOOSE--Se¢ CBC Report

SNOW GOOSE-4 January, Brown Co, SLNWR, 9, rarely winters (WAS),
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CANADA GOOSE--See CBC Report. Throughout period: Perkins Co., Shadehill Reservair, 7000 (DG, CG); Brown
Co, SLNWR, 300. Also reported from Day, Roberts, and Penningion Co.

WOOD DUCK--15 Degember, Yankion Co. (WH). 10, 28 January, Pennington Co., Canyon Lake, 3 (NRW)

GREEN-WINGED TEAL-Se¢ CBC Report. 31 December, 2, § January, Yankton Co. (WH). 26 Febouary, Pennington
Co., Rapid Cregk, 3 (NRW).

AMERICAN BLACK DUCK-24 Februzry, Yankton Co, 3 (WH).

MALLARD--Se¢ CBC Repart. Throughout period: Brown Co., SLNWR, 500, Pennington Co, Canyon Lake, 600-800
(NRW); Perkins Co., Shadefll Reservoir, 2000 {DG, CG)

NORTHERN PINTAIL--Se CBC Report. 10 January, Penningfon Co, Canyon Lake (NRW). 19 February, Pierre
(DAT). 4 February, Yankton Co, 17, carly migran's? (WH).

GADWALL-Throughout period: Pennington Co,, Canyon Lake, 0-60 (NRW). Yankton Co, peak of 2049 in
December (WH)

AMERICAN WIGEON--Ses CBC Report. I Jarwary, Perkins Co, Shadehill Reservoir (DG, CG). Throughout period:
Yankion Co. (WH); Pennington Co., Cznyon Lake, 8100 (NRW).

CANVASBACK--29 Februay, Yankton Co,, 31, carly migrants (WH).

REDHEAD--10 January, Pennington Co., 3 (NRW). 19 February, Pienre, 2 (BKH). 27 February, Yankion Co., 280,
early migrants (WH).

RING-NECKED DUCK--Sec CBC Repart. % Februaty, Yankton Co., %, early migrants (WH)

GREATER  SCAUP-11 January, Yankton Co, 3 (WH).

LESSER SCAUP--See CBC Report. 12 December, Day Co., 2 (MHG). 19 February, Pierre (BKH).

OLDSQUAW -9 January, Cherles Mix Co, Missoun River (BKH).

COMMON GOLDENEYE--Se¢ CBC Report,

BARROW'S GOLDENEYE- Throughout period: Penningfon Co, Canyon Lake, | male (NRW),

BUFFLEHEAD--21' December, Yankton Co. (WH). 9 January, Charles Mix Co., Missouri River, 3 (BKH). 28 January,
Pennington Co,, Canyon lake (NRW)

HOODED MERGANSER--21, 23 December, Yankton Co. (WH). 19 Februzry, Pierre, 2 (DAT)

COMMON MERGANSER-Se¢ CBC Report.
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RED-BREASTED MERGANSER--2, 9, 28 December, Yankton Co. (WH).

RUDDY DUCK-See CBC Report. 4 December, 29 February, Yanklon Co. (WH)

BALD EAGLE-See CBC Report. Wintered Brown Co., SLNWR and Perkins Co., Shadehill Reservoir, Penningion and
Custer Co. 28 Jamuary, Hughes Co., 16 (NRW),

NORTHERN HARRIER-Reporied from Charles Mix, Custer, Fall River, Penninglon, and Yankion Co.

SHARP-SHINNED HAWK--Reported from Brookings, Custr, and Peminglon Co.

NORTHERN GOSHAWK-7 Jamuary, Custer Co. (DW). 28 January, Deuel Co. (DS fide BKH).

RED-TAILED HAWK-27 December, Custer Co. (MJP). 14 Jamary, Brown Co. (DB). 2 January, Hughes Co,, Ozhe
Dam, 2 (NRW).

FERRUGINOUS HAWK-8 December, Custer Co., 2 (MMM). 27 Bebruary, Jackson Co. (KG).

ROUGH-LEGGED HAWK-Widely reorted across stae.

GOLDEN EAGLE-Reported from Corson, Custer, Penninglon, and Perkins Co,

AMERICAN KESTREL-Reported from Brookings, Day, Lake, Pennington, Perkins, Sienley, and Roberts Co.

MERLIN-Sec CBC. 24 Jamuary. 28 February, Perkins Co., Shadehill Reservoir (DG, CG). 29 Jamuary, Brown Co,,
Richmond ake SRA (DAT, DGP). 10 February, Brown Co., richardsoni race banded (DAT). Throughout peiod:
Day Co, Pickerel Lake SRA, imm. (DRS). January, Moody Co. (DWe).

GYRFALCON-7 February, Perkins Co., Shadehill Reservoir, male (DG, CG); detail forwarded o Records Commifte,

PRAIRIE FALCON-15 January. Minnchaha Co. (BKH). 18 February, Grant Co. (MHG). Reported from Penningfon
and Perkins Co.

GREATER PRAIRIE-CHICKEN--Mid-February, Brookings Co. (HB)

SHARPTAILED GROUSE- Throughout period in Grant Co. (MHG)

AMERICAN COOT--Se¢ CBC Repart. 3 December, Penningion Co. (MAG). 10 January, Penningion Co., Canyon
Lake. 2 (NRW). 4 January, Brown Co., SLNWR (WAS). Throughout period; Yankion Co., peak of 1364 in
December (WH).

KILLDEER-5 December, Hamlin Co., 2 (BKH, MH). 24 December, Yankion Co. (WH). 21 January, Pennington Co.,
Rapid City (NRW)

COMMON  SNIPE-See CBC Report
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MOURNING DOVE--Sez CBC Report. 27 December, Charles Mix Co. (WH)

BASTERN SCREECH-OWL-28 January, Custer Co. (MMM). 16 February, Edmunds Co, 2 (JDW),

BARRED  OWL --14 January, Brookings Co., Oekwood Lake State Park (DR, CS).

LONG-EARED OWL-16 January, Fall River Co,, 1 (RAP)

SHORT-EARED OWL--11 February, Custer Co, 4 (MMM)

NORTHERN SAW-WHET OWL--15 Febeuary, Edmunds Co, photographed (JDW).

BELTED KINGFISHER--Reported from Charles Mir, Deuel, Penmington, Yankion and Brookings Co.

RED-HEADED WOODPECKER-14 February, Day Co, WNWR (CK).

RED-BELLIED WOODPECKER-Reported from Brookings, Day, Deuel, Perkins, and Roberts Co.

YELLOW-BELLIED SAPSUCKER--16 December. Yankion Co. (WH).

THREE-TOED WOODPECKER-17 February, Custer Co., 2 (RAP),

PILEATED WOODPECKER--14 January, Roberis Co., Sodak Park, male (BKH).

CLARK'S NUTCRACKER--Sec CBC Report.

BLACK-BILLED MAGPIE--17 January, Brown Co, Richmond Lake SRA, seen on other dates also (DAT, DGP)

AMERICAN CROW-Throughout season: Brown Co,, Richmond Lake SRA, 100 (DAT, OGP)

RED-BREASTED NUTHATCH--Reported from Brook ngs, Custer, Deuel, Day, and Lake Co.

PYGMY NUTHATCH--Throughout period: Custer Co. (MIP)

MARSH WREN--12 February, Fall River Co. (RAP).

AMERICAN DIPPER--10 January. Pennington Co. (MMM).

GOLDEN-CROWNED KINGLET-Reporied from Day, Deuel, Lake, Perkins, Roberts, Brookings, and Yankton Co.

EASTERN BLUEBIRD--17 December, Charles Mix Co., 4 (WH). 30 December, Gregory Co,, 8 (TS). 8 February,
Yankton Co, 6 (WH).

MOUNTAIN BLUEBIRD--I3, 18 February, Jackson Co. (KG). 27 Febeuary, Custer Co. (MIP). 28 February, Perkins
Co,, Shadehill Reservoir (DG, CG).

TOWNSEND'S SOLITAIRE-1, 20 December, Day Co., Pickerel Lake SRA (DRS).

AMERICAN ROBIN--Widely reported.

VARIED THRUSH -Ses CBC Report
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BROWN THRASHER-1 January, Faulk Co. (MMM). 10 January, Day Co,, Pickerel Lake (GH, SH fide DRS)

BOHEMIAN WAXWING-Reported from Brown, Day, Penninglon, and Peckins Co.

NORTHERN SHRIKE--Widely reporied.

FIELD  SPARROW --See CBC Repor,

SONG SPARROW--§ Jamuary, Pennington Co. (NRW).

WHITE-CROWNED SPARROW--10' December, 7 February, Jackson Co. (KG). 27 Jamuary, Roberts Co. (KC fide
BKH).

DARK-EYED JUNCO-24 February, Pennington Co., Junco h. caniceps (Gray-headed Junco) banded (NRW)

RED-WINGED BLACKBIRD--Reported from Brookings, Brown, Day, Deuel, and Roberts Co.

WESTERN MEADOWLARK--19 February, Jackson Co. 20 (KG). Also reported from Brookings, Brown, and Hughes
Co.

YELLOW-HEADED BLACKBIRD-12 Janary, Brown Co, SLNWR (RLW).

RUSTY BLACKBIRD--See CBC Report, 19 Deoember, 14 January, Brookings Co. (NH),

BREWER'S BLACKBIRD--See CBC Report. 10 January, Brown Co., SLNWR (DAT, EI)

COMMON GRACKLE-See CBC Reporl. 2 Oegember, Yanklon Co. (WH). 22 February, Jackson Co. (KG)

ROSY FINCH--Reparted from Custer and Peamington Co.

PINE GROSBEAK-13 December, Brown Co, banded (DAT).

CASSINS FINCH-Reported from Custer and Penningion Co

RED CROSSBILL-Reported from Brookings, Codington, Custer, Day, and Penningion Co

WHITE-WINGED CROSSBILL-See CBC Report. 29 Deoember, Deuel Co., 20 and Codinglon Co., 60 (BKH). 25
January, Brookings Co. (JK).

COMMON REDPOLL-Reported from Brookings, Brown, Custer, Day, Deuel, Yanklon, and Penninglon Co.

HOARY REDPOLL--Reported from Brown, Custer, and Devel Co.

PDE SISKIN--Reported from Brookings, Custer, Day, Lake, and Pennington Co. Brown Co., 850 banded (DAT).
EVENING GROSBEAK-East River observations from Minnehzha and Roberls Co.
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THE 198788 CHRISTMAS BIRD COUNTS

COMPILED BY DAN TALLMAN
NORTHERN STATE COLLECE, ABERDEEN 57401

ABERDEEN (ABR): 19 December, 7 observers, femperature 2041 degress F, no snowcover, compiler Everett
Montgomery. BROOKINGS (BRK): 19 December 1981, 23 observers, femperature 31-33 degrees F, wind 0-10 mph,
compier Nelda Holden. DEUEL CO. (DUE) 2 January 1988, 9 observers, temperatures (-10 degrees F, snowcover 5-10
inches, winds 5-10 mph, compilr Bruce Hamis.  HOT SPRINGS (HOT): 19 December 1987, 7 abservers, temperature
1535 degrees F, no snowcover, compier Richard Peferson. MADISON (MAD); 21 December 1987, 12 observers
compiler Dave Gilbert. PIERRE (PIR): 27 Decmeber 1987, 15 observers, heavy snow in afiernoon, compler R. V.
Summerside. RAPID CITY (RAP): 20 Ogoemeber 1987, 39 observers, temperature 21-3§ degrees F, wind 0-15 mph, no
snow, compiler Esther Serr. SAND LAKE (SAN): 22 Decemeber 198, 7 observers, temperature 21-38 degress F, wind
calm, compiler William Schultze. SIOUX FALLS (SIU): 19 December 1987, 13 observers, temperature 30-35 degrees
F, trace snowcover, compiler Gil Blankespoor. SPEARFISH (SPE): 21 December 1987, 12 observers, temperature 14-27
egrees F, 0-2inches snowcover, wind 0-10 mph, compiler Thomas Hays. STURGIS (STU): 20 December 1987, 11
observers, temperature 1243 degrees F, wind 12-26 mph, compler Vc Fondy. WAUBAY (WAU): 22 Decermber 1987,
compiler Mike Getman. WILMOT (WIL): 23 December 1987, 5 observers, femperatures 27-31 degrees F, trace
snowcover, winds (-5 mph, compiler Bruce Herris, YANKTON (YAN) 19 Decerber 1987, 5 observers, temperatures
2838 degrees F, wace snowcover, winds 7-15 mph, compiler Willis Hall
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Pied-billed Grebe 1 1
white Pelican 1 1
Great Blue Heron 2 2
WUhite-fronted Goose 2 2 4
Snow Goose 19 19
Canada Goose 2000 18 400 15050 5 1050 LI 18613
Wood Duck 3 3
Green-winged Teal 5 24 29
Mallard 93 5edo 100 8001 3850 1088 2304 9 B2 12 B6 20405
Northern Pintail 1 1 1 5| 6
Gadwall 10 86 106 202
American Wigeon 2 1 89 92
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Canvasback

Redhead

Ring-necked Duck
Greater Scaup
Lesser Scaup

Scaup sp.

Conmon Coldeneye
Barrow's Celdeneye
Bufflehead

Hooded Merganser
Comman Merganser
Ruddy Duck

Balg Eagle

Northern Harrier
Sharp-shinned Hawk
Cooper's Hawk
Northern Goshawk
Buteo sp.

Red-tailed Hawk
ferrugirous Hawk
Rough-leqged Haudc
Golden Eagle
American Kestrel
Merlin

Prairie falcon

Falco sp,

Gray Partridme
Ring-necked Pheasant
Greater Prairie Chicken
Sharp-tailed Grouse
wild Turkey
Northern Bobuwhite
American Coot
Killdeer

Common Snipe
Ring-tilled Gull
Herring Gull
Glaucous Gull
Black-legged Kittiwake
tull sp.

Rock Dove

Mourning Dove
Eastern Screech-Cul
Great rorned Owl
Snowy Owl

belteo Kirmfisher
Lewis' Upodpecker
Red-bellied Woodpecker
Douny Woodpecker
Hairy Woodpecker
Northern Flicker
Horned Lark

Cray Jay

Blue Jay

Pinyon Jay

Clark's Nutcracker
Black-billed Magpi=
American Crow
Black-capeed Chickidee
Red-breasted Nuthatch
hite-breasted Nuthatch
Brown Creeper
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76
46

12
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o
Canyon luiren 2
AMnierican Dipper 1
Golden-crowmed Kirglet 3 25 2 3 S7
Tounsend's Solitaire 1 1 113
Anverican Robin 42 46 25 828
Varied Thrush 1
Bohemian Waxwing 685 9 3051
Cedar Waxwing 156 1 2 42 8 762
Northern Shrike 2 1 3 3 26
Loggerhead Shrike 1
furopean Starling 191 629 89 372 704 198 641 126 221 113 162 32 30 837 4345
Northern Cardinal 2 26 5 33
Tree Sparrow 1 104 33 &7 S8 53 11 274 102 53 51 45 95 927
Fleld Sparrow 1 1
Song Sparrow 42 2 1 45
Harris' Sparrouw 5 S
Dark-eyed Junco 2 49 174 8 233
Slate-celored Junco 8 369 2 B9 181 o 3 773
Oregon Junco 15 2 7 2 26
White-winged Junco 367 86 3 456
Lapland Longspur 1% 20 1315
Snow Bunting 3 8 106 17
Red—winged Blackbird e 23 155 64 2 2 1 255
Western Meadowlark 2 1 1 4
Yellow-headed Blackbird 1 1
Rusty Blackbird 1 1 B 1 9 20
Brewer's Blackbird 1 4 20 25
Common Grackle 12 3 3 38 4 60
Brawm-headed Cowbird 6 5 1
Pine Grosbeak 1 1
Purple Firch 35 8 S 1 8 1" & 15 1 97
Cassin's Finch 2 ? 30 39
House Finch & k)
Red Crossbill 3 5 341 18 e
Uhite-winged Crossbill 40 1 41
Coanon Redpoll 2 2 4
Pine Sisdn 7 12% 5 261 12 62 282 69 108 50 3 20 1068
American Goldfinch 7 63 75 4 47 91 106 14 39 7 25 9 10 497
Evening Grosbeak 57 233 4 394 113 801
House Sparrow 691 1869 934 119 1085 655 614 464 411 223 101 205 180 177 7728

total individsals

total forms 28 34

1656 10621 1470 2840 10898

21695 B4Se 4518
Sa B N

1656 2315 1623

N 43 37 29 50 33 31 26 42

867 521 2146 71281
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