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“ﬂ PRESIDENT'S PAGE

Those of you who attended the
fall SDOU meeting remember that I
presented a paper on a proposed
project for SDOU members. The pa-
per was titled, “A Photographic
Analysis of South Dakota Bird
Habitats.” I would like to introduce
this project to all of our membership.
The purpose of this project is to cre-
ate a photographic baseline of key
bird habitats throughout the state, so
that future changes in these habitats
can be documented. The idea is to
have our members photograph their
favorite birding spots, be they state
parks, game production areas, local
parles or private land. Some of these
photographs would be published in
Bird Nortes, and the rest archived in
The Center for Western Smdies at
Augustana College. These photo-
graphs will function as a habitat time
capsule. Hopefully, twenty, fifty or one-hundred years in the future, someone
reviewing past copies of South Dakota Bird Notes will discover these photos
and use them to document the changes that have occurred. The project sould
be repeated at that time, giving an acceunt of the change or lack of change
that has taken place. The project could even be repeated every ten or twenty
years, resulting in a running history of these habitats.

Anyone with a camera can participate in this project. It is my objective 1o
keep this project as simple as possible, so that we have wide par icipation.
These photos will not need to be artistic. Photographs should be taken of typi-
cal habitais, Special altention should be given to areas of succession. These
will be the areas showing the most change over time. If possible, photos
should be taken that exhibit typical vegetation. The photographs, along with
negatives and CD, if available, should be sent to me and 1 will forward copies
for publication in Bird Notes.

The following information should be included with each photograph. The
camera type and the focal length of the lens used. For example, 35mm Mi-
nelta pocket camera with a 35mm lens. It is imporiant to include the focal
length of the lens (the millimeter number wiitten on the lens) so that the pho-
tograph can be accurately duplicated in the future. Include the direction the
photograph was taken, A compass is best used for this, although, it can also
be described by giving a directien, such as southeast or north by northeast,
etc. The precise location from which the photograph was taken is also impor-
tant. This information can be obtained by determining the ceordinates, using a

bt
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GPS and giving the coordinates, or by providing a written description of the
location (such as the northwest comer of Nine Mile Creek Game Production
Area). Every effor: should be made to give permanent coordinates. Park
boundaries can change and landmarks, such as picnic shelters, can disappear.
Lastly, the date the photograph was taken should be recorded. This informa-
tion could be written on the back of each photograph. To recap, the following
information should be included: 1) location of the photograph, 2) direction of
photo@aph, 3) camera type and lens, 4) date of the photograph.

As | bird South Dakota, 1 often wonder about the natural histo1y of the
habitat I am exploring. Sometimes the answer is clear, but other times it re-
mains a qQuestion. [ would love to look at phosographs of these habitats taken
fifty or one hundred years ago. We cannot go back in time and take photo-
graphs, but we can start taking them now. People fifty and one hundred years
from now will thank us and will probably find uses for them we could never
imagine.

A PHOTOGRAPHIC STUDY OF THE HORSE CAMP AREA OF
NEWTON BILLS STATE PARK

The horse camp area of Newton Hills State Park has caught the attention
of birders for years. The area can be described as a grassy valley stretching
inte the wooded bluffs of Newton Hills with a riparian area, Sargeant Creek,
lying to the east side of this valley. The valley supports such species of trees
as cottonwood, maple, willow, elm and boxelder. The area is undergoing
much change. Sumacs are creeping into the grassy valley from the Bur Oak
bluffe, with the Burr Qaks following close behind. Beaver have recently
gopulaled Sargeant Creek, resulting in trees being taken for food and dying

rom submersion in pond water. Birds of note that have been observed in the

area are Blue-winged Warbler in the successional grassland, Yellow-throated
Vireo, American Woodcock and Blue-gray Gnatcatcher nesting along the
Creek, and many rare migsants. The following are two sample photographs I
have taken in the area. Both photographs were taken with an Olympus pocket
camera. Robb Schenck, 422 N Linwood Ct., Sieux Falls 57103.
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Newron Hills Sate Park, Savgeant Creek Valley. Pholo localion: N 43° 14.083", W 98° 34 350",
Lens 35 mm, photo orienlation: 160°, date: 9/30/01.

Newton Hills State Park, Sargeant @reek. Photo location: N 43° 13.972", W 96" 34.48}". Lcns
35 mmam, pholo orientation: S0P, dute: 9/30/01.
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BREEDING AVIFAUNA OF THE RESTRICTED PINE-
JUNIPER-SHRUB HABITAT IN THE SOOTHWESTERN
BLACK HILLS

David L. Swansor, Jeffrey S. Palmer. Eric T. Liknes, and Kurt L. Dean

Department ofﬂiﬂ!agy, University of South Dakota, Vermiltion, SD 57069
Division of Natural Sciences, Dakola State Univeryity, Madison 1) 57042

Pine-juniper habitat with a2 mahogany-sumac shrub undcrstory is re-
stiicted in South Dakota to small areas of the southwestern Black Hills in
Custer and Fall River counties (Great Plains Flora Association 1977, Peteison
1993, Van Bruggen 1996). In South Dakota, pine-juniper-shiub habitats occur
on recky hillsides and canyon bieaks. Vegetation includes Ponderosa Pinc
(Pinus ponderosa) and Rocky Mountain Juniper (Juniperus scopulorum) as
overstory species and Skunkbush Sumac (Rhus uromatica) and Mountain
Mahogany (Cercocarpus montanus) as understory species (Great Plains Flora
Association 1986, Van Bruggen 1996). The elevations where this habitat is
found range from about 4,508 ¢ 3,500 feet (1.375-1,675 m). The region of
the Black Hills where this habitat is located is relatively remote and has re-
ceived very little ornithological investigation. A breeding pepulation of Vir-
Einia's Warblers was recently documented from this area, extendirg the

nown breeding range for {his spccies over 200 km to the northeast (Swanson
et al. 2080). During the brecding season of 1998, we used line transect sur-
veys and mist netting to quantitatively describe the breeding avifauna of this
restricted pine-juniper-shrub habitat in the southwestern Black Hills of South
Dakota.

METHODS

Line Transects - Open habitats, such as the pine-juniper-shrub habitat in
this study, are well suited fer line transect survey methods (Bibby et al. 1992).
We established 10 one-kilometer line transects through pine-juniper-shrub
habitat in Roby, Boles, and Redbird canyons in Custer é‘uunt}', South Dakota.
where this habitat type is prevalent. Contiguous transects were separated end-
to-end by at least 200 m and side-to-side by at least 3800 meters to avoid dou-
ble-counting of birds (Bibby et al. 1992). Linc transects were conducted ac-
cording to Emten (1971, 1977). In this method. individual observers walked
slowly (1 km/bour) along the transect and reverded all individuals detected by
sight or by sound and whether they were inside or outside of a 25 m band on
either side of the transect. This distance provides good detectability in open
woodland habitat, even for soft-voiced species (Emlen 1977), Distance was
measured with Ranging Model 620 rangefinders. Three transects were con-
ducted simultaneously by diffesemt obseivers familiar with birds of the area
and transect counts werc completed between sunup and 1100 MDT. Each
tiansect was censused once weekly from 26 May-8 July, except fer two tran-
sects in Redbird Canyon, one of which was substituted for the other afler
three weeks (Swanson et al. 2800). This coverage ctfort (i.e., number of tran-
sects and nutaber of rcplicates) is sufficient to detect most specics breeding in
an area of open woodland (Bibby et al. 1992). The direction in which observ-
ers conducted iransect counss was reversed on consecutive counts and obscrv-
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crs were systecmatically rotated among the differcnt trunsect lines to reduce
observer bias. Transect counts were not conducted on days with precipitation
or high winds.

Abundance for all birds and for individual species were calculated from
all detections (sight and sound) according to Emlen (1977) for birds inside 25
m {0 estimate density (birds km?), and for all detections (inside and outside 235
m) to calculate relative abundances (birds/iransect). Averages for species’
abundances for each transect were calculated from all replicate censuses.

Mist Netting — We erected mist nets (2.6 X 9 m, 30 mm mesh) five days
per week from 25 May-6 July in pine-juniper-shrub habitat in Roby, Boles.
and Redbird canyons. Generally, six nets were opened from 0630 to 1030
MDT, although in a few cases twe to four or seven nets were opened. On a
very few occasions nets were also opened in the evening from 1830-2130
MDT. Net sites were lecated in areas where we had previously observed Vir-
ginia's Warblers and new locatiens were netted every day, with the exception
of one site that was visited twice. Audio tapes of Virginia’s Warbler songs
were played at cach iocatien to lure Virginia's Warblers to the nets and the
tape player was rotatcd among nets fer at least one hour per day at each net
location, Eastern Screech-Owl audio lapes were also used to attract birds to
mist nets but proved largely weffective, so their use was abandoncd later in
the season.

Nocturral Sampling — For crcpuscalar or no¢turaal species. such as Com-
mon Poorwill and Northee Saw-whet Owl, in Boles, Roby, and Redbird can-
yons, we conducted suiveys patterned after the U.S. Fish and Wiidiife Service
Breeding Bird Surveys. These surveys began in pine-juniper-shrub habitat and
extended into Ponderosa Pine forest in the upper reaches. of these canyons.
Surveys were initiated at civil twilight (approximately 2130 MBT) and con-
sisted of stops along roads leading up these canyons at every mile. Each stop
lasted for five minutes and censisted of the fotlowing protocol: ene minute of
silence, followed by twe twe-minute periods, consisting of enc minute of
iaped calls or whistled imitaiions, follewed by one minute of silence. These
two-minute periods were conducted for both Common Poorwills and Nerthern
Saw-whet Owls at each stop. The order in which the calis were played was
reversed at each stop so that at one step poorwill calls were given fitst and at
the next stop saw-whet owl calls were given first. l.ocations and numbers of
calling birds (Common Nighihawks, Common Pooiwills, and Northern Saw-
whet Owls) were recorded. Birds observed on the road between stations were
aiso recorded. We conducted twe suiveys cach in Roby and Redbird canyons
and four surveys in Boles Canyon. The roads leading up Roby and Redbird
canyons were unimproved dint roads, and we had car problems on these reads
so we only ran them twice each. Sutvey dates ran from 27 May-11 July for
Boles Canyon, 27 May-26 Junc for Redbird Canyon, and 10 June-26 June for
Roby Canyon. Suivey results are recorded as relative abundance (birds per
station), because the number of stations varied among canyons.

RESULTS AND DISCUSSION
Line Transect Data

A total of 53 specics was observed on transect counts. Density and rela-
tive abundance calculations were generally in agrcement for most species,
with the exception of spccies that were casily detectable al long distances

SOUTH DAKOTA BIR® NOTES 54(2): 35 JUNE2002



(e.g., Mourning Dove, While-throated Swift, Violet-green Swallow, and
Westemn Meadowlark). Chipping Sparrows were the most abundant specics in
this habitay, followed by Spotted ‘IP;;-rhr:es and Dusky Flycaichers (Table t).
These data are consisient with Breeding Bird Suivey data, which suggesi that
Chipping Sparrows may be mote abundant in thc Black Hills 1han anvwhere
else in North America (Peterson 1993). Abundance cstimates or tcmporal
1tends in abundance for sevcral other species were noleworthy. Red Crossbills
and Pine Siskins showed increases in abundance from no observations during
the initial week of ccnsusing 10 faily high numbers during the latler pan of
the study period. Both of these species are irruptive migrants that bréed in the
Black Hills (Peterson 1995), so perhaps the incrcasing abundances represent
movement of adults and juveniles inw0 1his habital following brecding. Chip-
ping Spatrows and Spotted Towhecs also exhibited a trend of increasing
abundance over the study period, although noy to the same degree as the ir-
niptive species. These increascs likely resufted from the recruitment of juve-
niles into the popuiation during the latter part of the study period. Brown-
headed Cowbirds were common in this habilal. ranking fifth in relalive abun-
dance and seventh in density (Tablc 1). This suggcsts that brood parasitism is
# potentiai probiem for host species breeding in this habital. Virginid’s War-
blers, which were undocumented in  outh Dakota prior 10 1997 (Palmer
1998), were the ninth most common species in this habitat, both by density
and relative abundance calculations (Table 1). The relatively large population
of Virginia’s Warblers suggests (hat this is not a new population, bul a popu-
fation thal has been over-
looked in the past. Two
species. Gray Jay and Ov-
enbird, werc locuted more
commonly in this habitat
than we expected. Gray
Jays are usualiy associated
with coniferous and mixed
woodlands at higher el-
evations in the Black Hills
(Peterson 1995), but they
were regular in areas with
stands of Ponderosa Pine
in this location as wecll
Ovenbirds were found i
coromonly near the bot-
toms of draws where the +* ?"{P ?{P 5"" ':."P. o s,'ﬁ‘?'&
) £ 4 o & o P

pinc overslory was esscn-
;ﬁnsc&?igﬁf.{h:{co‘wmounf Figure 1. Overall rclative abundance for all
birds wtilizc old growth birds as 2 function of dalc. Abundance
Ponderosa Pinc and aspen increased significantly as the breeding season
stands in the Black Kills Progrcssed.
and prefer a multi-layered
canopy (reviewed in Peleison 1995).

Relative abundances for individual transects ranged from 39.7 to 86.1
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birds/transect. The overall average abundance for all 10 transects was 56.9 +
12.8 birds/transect. The overall relative abundance for all birds increased over
the study period from 43.7 birds/transect in the last week of May to 68.2
birds/transect m the second week of July (Fig. 1). Least squares regression
indicated a significant positive relationship between abundance and progres-
sion of the breeding season (R* = 0.87, P = 0.002). The increase in abundance
over the study period probably involved both the rccruitment of juveniles into
populations and the appcarance of irruptive species (e.g., Red Crossbill and
| Pine Siskin) in this habitat.

. Capture Data

A total of 584.33 net hou:s was generated over the study period and a to-
' tal of 180 individuals of 21 species was captured, This provided an overall
| capture rate of 30.8 birds/100 net hours. Chipping Sparrows were the most
abundant species captured (Table 2). We captured and banded 27 Virginia’s
Warblers, 22 of which were males, and all of which were adults. Dusky Fly-
catchers were the third most commonly captured species (Table 2). Two spe-
cies, Red-eyed Vireo and American Redstart, were captured but not detected

on tiansects. Both of these species were represented by single captures.

Combined Census and Mist Net Data

A total of 55 species was detected by line transect surveys and mist net
captures. Of these 55 species, 26 can be classified as Neotropicai migtants
with a substantial proportion of the total population wintering south of the
United States border (AOU 1998). This yields 49.1% Neotropical migrants in
the breeding-season avifauna of the pine-juniper-shrub habitat. This percent-
age is similar to that for riparian deciduous forests in southeastern South Da-
kota (50-53%, Liknes et al. 1994) and for woody draws in western North Da-
kota {49%, Faanes 1984) but lower than typical percentages (65-85%) of
Neotropical migrant species in eastern deciduous forests or western montane
or intermontane riparian forests (Morse 1980, Dobkin and Wileox 1986, Ter-
borgh 1989, Freemark and Collins 1992),

Count survey and mist net data were in general agreement regarding rela-
tive abundance of individual species. Chipping Sparrows were by far the most
common species detected by either method (Tables 1 and 2). Several species
had relatively high abundances by count survey methods, but were not cap-
tured in high numbers. These included Red Crossbili, Brown-headed Cow-
bird, Violet-green Swallow, Pine Siskin, White-throated Swift, and Mouening
Dove. These species probably avoided capture for a vaiiety of reasons, in-
ciuding remaining relatively high in pine trees, feeding on the wing in open
areas, or generally avoiding the low shrubby areas where our capture effort
was concentrated.

Nocturnal Sampling

Mean relative abundance for Common Nighthawks was 0.32 birds/station
in Boles Canyon, 0.23 birds/station in Redbird Canyon, and 0.17 birds/station
in Roby canyon. Common Pooiwill mean relative abundance was 0.27
birds/station in Redbird Canyon, 0.28 birds/station in Roby Canyon, and 0.79
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Table 1: Relalive abundances and estimaled densities of birds in pine-juniper-
shrub habilal in the southwestern Black Hills, South Pakola. Relative abun-
dances utilized all observalions on transects, while densilies were calculated
only from those observations within the 30 m wide strip ceniered on the tran-

secl.

Relalive Abundance Density
Species (birds/transect) (birds:km°)
Chipping Sparrow 12.75 172.5
Spolled Towhee 11.00 81.3
Dusky Flycatcher 5.08 24.1
Red Crossbill 4.22 12.7
Brown-headed Cowbird 2.7 11.1
Audubon’s Warbler 2.62 17.8
Violet-green Swallow 1.84 3.2
Black-capped Chickadee 1.79 16.8
Virginia’s Warbler 1.52 8.3
Weslesn Tanager 1.38 8.6
Pine Siskin 1.35 6.3
Qvenbird 1.3() 5.4
White-throated Swift 1.19 0.0
Mouming Dove 1.17 0.6
Amencan Goldfiach 0.86 4.4
Plumbeous Vireo 0.79 Gl
Northern Flicker 0.73 16
Vesper Spartow 0.67 4.8
White-winged Junco 0.56 7.0
Warbling Vireo 0.51 6.3
Mountain Bluebird 0.43 25
Cedar Waxwing 0.30 38
American Robin 0.29 2.2
Weslern Meadowlark 0.29 0.0
Rack Wren 0.25 0.0
Townsend's Solilaire 022 1.6
Yellow Warbler (1,22 0.0
Gray Jay 0.21 1.3
Black-billed Magpie 0.19 0.0
Yellow-breasted Chat 0.17 0.3
Red-tailed Hawk 0.14 0.0
Turkey Vullure 0.14 0.0
American Crow 0.13 0.0
Whilte-breasted Nuthatch 0.13 0.6
Red-breasted Nuthatch 0.1t 0.0
House Wren (1.10 0.3
Pinyen Jay 0.06 0.0
Rock Dove 0.05 0.0
Commoa Nighthawk 0.03 0.0
Black-headed Grosbeak 0.03 0.0
Clif[l Swallow 0.03 0.0
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Northern Goshawk 002 03

Brewer's Blackbird 0.02 0.0
Brown Thrasher 0.02 0.0
European Starling 0.02 0.0
Field Sparrow 0.02 0.0
Lark Sparrow 0.02 0.0
MacGillivray’s Waibler 0.02 03
Ruby-crowned Kinglet 0.02 03
Say’s Phoebe 0.02 00
Swainson’s Thrush 0.02 03
Western Kingbird 0.02 0.0
Wild Turkey 0.02 0.0

Table 2: Number of individuals captured and capture rate (birds/100 net
hours) for bird species in the pine-juniper-shrub habitat over the seven-week
study period (25 May - 6 July, 1998). A total of $84.33 net hours were gener-
ated.

Species Number Captured Capture Rate

w

Chipping Spairow
Virginia's Warbler*
Dusky Flycatcher
Spotied Towhee
White-winged Junco
Audubon's Wesbler
Black-capped Chickadec
American Goldfinch
®venbird

Pine Siskin

Yellow Warbler
Red-eyed Virco
Warbling Vireo
Plumbeous Vireo
House Wren
American Robin
American Redstart
MacGillivray's Waibler
Yellow-breasted Chat
Vesper Sparrow
Western Tanager

OCO0O00000000OO= === NWA -
[SESTSY SESE Y ERUTRY SRR RN - PR R RS,y

Totals 180

W
©
@0

* Taped calls of Virginia's Warblers were used to lurc this species to the nets
SO capture rates are overestimated.
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Birds/station in Boles Canyon. Finally, no saw-whet owls were detected in
Redbird Canyon, and mean relative abundances for saw-whet owls in Boles
and Roby canyons were 0.03 and 0.06 birds/station. respectively. We also
located at least three calling saw-whet owls along Forest Service Road 381
east of Moon campground, Pennington County. A pair of owls was heard
calling on 23 May 1998, about Y+-mile ¢ast of the campground and anoiher
individuai was heard calling about 1-% miles east of the campground on 25
May 1998.

Common Pooiwills werc relatively common in the open pine-juniper-
shrub areas, cspecially wherc opcn grassy arcas were also present. Northern
Saw-whet Owls werc very uncommon, but becausc our swiveys were con-
ducted from lale May-early July, we probably missed somc saw-whelts be-
cause territory establishment occurs before this period in South Dakota and
fledglings generally appear in May and June (SDOU 1991, Peterson 1995).
All of thc saw-whet owl obscrvations occurred in areas of Ponderosa Pine
forest.

Conclusions .

A diverse asscmblage of birds occupies the resiricted pine-juniper-shrub
habitat in the southwcstern Black Hills of South Dakota and almost hall of
these species are Neotropical migrants. This habitat also supports the nor h-
eastern-most breeding population of Virginia’s Wasblers (Swanson et al.
2000). We did not observc any other bird species in this habitat that bas not
been previously documented as breeding in South Dakota. This finding was
notcworthy, considering the restricted extent of this habitat in South Dakota
and its proximity to the ranges of some species that have not been docu-
mented as breeders in South Dakota, such as Green-tuiled Towhee and Black-
throated Gray Warbler, which nest in similar habitats in central and south-
eastcrn Wyoming (Scott 1993). Future research should address nesting suc-
cess and nest site charactenstics of Virginia's Warbiers in this habital. These
data would allow sourcc-sink analyses of population dynamics and would
preciscly define characterislics imperiant to successful nesting of Virginia’s
Warblers in this area. Because of the limited extent of this habitat in South
Dakota and the diverse asscmblage of birds it supporis, including a breeding
population of Virginia’s Warblers, this habitat probably warrants special con-
servation allentiot:.
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GENERAL NOTES

RED-THROATED LOON IN DEUEL COUNTY. On 28 May 2001, [ was
driving the perimeter road around Clear Lake, a route [ check regularly during
spring migration. On the north side of the small lake (about 60@ acres), !
found a loon that appeared at first glance to be smaller than a Common Locn.
[t was only about 50 yards from shore at the time and moved out away from
me at a leisurely pace, giving me ample opportunity to study it for more than
20 minutes, up to a range of 150 yards. [ used 8-power binoculars before go-
ing to the 20-power telescope. Light conditions were good, and the water
quite smooth, I noted the slender bill held at an up-turned angle most of the
time. The neck was comparatively slender. The bird was apparently a first-
spring juvenile, as the head, neck, and upper body were a gray-brown color,
with no contrasting markings or area on the throat or neck. I saw nothing that
could be called speckling on the back.

When [ returned to my home later in the morning, 1 reported the bird to
Rosemary Draeger, asking her to put the repor: on the hot line. The bird ap-
parently moved off the lake within 24 houts, as [ did not see it again. I have
one other record for this species in South Dakota, a bird in winter plumage on
the Missouni River at Whitlock Bridge on 31 October 1996. [ obsetved this
species regularly when 1 worked in California from 1950-1955, and I have
also observed Red-throated loons along the Atlantic coast of New England,
and on Lake Superior at Duluth and up the north shore. These are drab birds
in winter plumage, or as immatures, but they are extremely beautiful in full
adult breeding plumage. Bruce Harris, Box 605, Clear L.ake, SD 57226.

BUFFLEHEAD NESTING IN R®OBERTS COUNTY. The Drywood Lakes
area in Roberts County has been a favorite and productive birding area for me
for many years. Located in extreme west-central Robcrts County (11 miles
west and one mile nor:h of Peever), the shallow water area was managed by
the Department of Game, Fish and Parks as three separate lakes (North, Mid-
dle, and South Drywocd) and stocked with fish at various times up to the
1990s, when the lakes experienced severe flooding and became one large
body of water, with depths up 1o 15 feet. The shore of the lake is bordered by
cottonwood, with some aspen, ash, and basswood; the undeistory consists of
various shrubs (priemarily buckbaush and rose) and tall grasses. A good dry-
weather trail runs along the east side of “south” Drywood and ccosses be-
tween the lakes 1o the west side of “nor:h” Dcywood Lake. This crossing has
been under 3 to 4 feet of water since 1996. Before flooding, each lake was ap-
proximately 2 by 1.5 miles in diameter, extending now to a full four miles
from north to south, and roughly 1.5 miles in width. With a majority of native
prairie and shrublands surrounding the lakes, it is a distinctive area of wildlife
habitat.

On 9 July 2001, [ drove along the southeast road. [ was about a mile north
of the paved road in the vicinity of a slough area known as Lake Tanaha prior
to flooding. The trail was enclosed on both sides by a tall growth of brome

s
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grass. Suddenly, very close (o the lefi-front wheel of the truck, a small duck
flushed out ahead of three very small ducklLngs that scuttled close to the lall
bromegra.ss. I glanced at the ducklings, wonying that they might be mn over,
but focused more on the adult bird, now flying iow over the trail. I saw a dis-
tinct white wing patch on the dark-plumaged, female bird, which continued
for about 75 yards before it disappeared to the left of the trail into flooded
woodland. The ducklings were slill fleeing down the left side of the road, and
I noticed smali patches of while down on the dark little bodies, with a distinct
white throat. They ran iato the heavy cover, and as [ jumped out of the truck, 1
heard the female bud calling them as she dropped onto the water about 60
yards from the truck. At this lime, 1 noted the white head markings of the fe-
male Bufflehead. She milled about in an open ares, calling repeatedly to her

f young, and I was hoping that they would get through the 40 yards of jumbled
vegetation and into the water with the mother. It secmed like a dauating task
for such tiny litile creatures. ! should have stayed in the area to see if all went
well for the birds, but I drove on, wondering why the hen Bufflehead had her
young so far from the edge of the protective pond area. I should have taken
some time to look for the nest site, often a flicker nest hole. It’s possible that
there were more than three ducklings ia the brecd.

This observation is apparently only the second definite breeding record
for the Bufflehead in South Dakota. SDSU research students Peskin and Ro-
rah (South Dakota Bird Notes 43:77) found a nest of six eggs in a Wood Duck
aest box on 22 May 1991 at Oakwood Lake, Brookings County. These eggs
later successfully hatched. They also found a hen Bufflehead in a nest box
Lake Co. on 24 July of the same year, but with no evidence of egg-laying.
Bellrose (Bucks, Geese, and Swans of North America 1976) writes that
Bufflehead ducks begin egg-laying in the southern partof their range during
the period 30 April through mid-May. So, it is interestiag lo report that | have
observed Buftlehead ducks in northeastern South Dakota on 14 dates begin-
ning with 23 June 1978. Most often these sighting were of one or two females
with a singe male, but at times, groups of S tol0 bird.s were seen. However, it
should be noted that Bellrose says that Buffleheads do not breed unti} their
second year. [1 seems quite possible that we have had Buffieheads nesting in

the state some years before the first nests were found, Bruce Harris, Box 605,
Clear Lake, SD 57226.
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‘*X BOOK REVIEWS

FIELDFARE BIRD GUIBE COVERS. Fieldtare, 873 Wawick Avceue,

Usually books arc reviewed here. Instead, [ am using this spacc to tcll you
about a new birding product, field guidc covers by Fieldfare. These protective
covers make a valuable additr'on to your birding equipment. Basically they are
a tough, nylon cover into which you slip your field guide. Straps then allow
you to throw your guide around your neck, along with binoculars, scopes,
and, perhaps, lunch. The two eevers reviewed here are slightly differcnt from
each other.

The larger cover (Model 2002/$29.95) is designed for the Sibley Guide fo
Birds (but would also fit other largcr guides, such as those to gulls or sandpi-
pers). The book slips sccurely into the cover, which then zips closed. Thi's
provides protection from thc elements and errant cups of coffee. A long
shoulder strap assures that the Siblcy guide, a book that was almost univer-
sally criticized for being too large to cary in the field, always will be at your
side as you tramp through the wilds.

A smaller cover (Modet 2801,$28.99) exactly fits a Nationaf Geographic
Guide, or any of i% competitors. Like thc larger version, this cover has a re-
movable neck strap. A few dilfcrences do exist between the models. The
smallcr model lacks a zipper. and is latched shut by a Velcro strap. Inside
there are two compartments, one for thc field guide and the other for a pen
and a small-sizcd legal pad. Thus, Poth guide and note papcr are automatically
at hand. This cover also has a cutec nylon, carrying handle across its top, in
case the birder’s neck is fully attired.

A big thumbs up for these two products. They are good looking, well-
buill products. Every birdcr shouid give serious thought to their purchase.
Here 1s the perfect gift for the birder who has cverything. Check them out at
the ;NEg site listed above. Dan fallman, Northern State University, Aberdeen
SD57401.
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CHRISTMAS COUNTS

2001-2002
Compiled by Dan Tallman

Abcrdeen. 3 Jan 2002. Participants: 5. Low Temperature: 10° F (-12* C); High
Temperature: 24° F (-4° C). AM Weather: Clear. PM Weather: Clear. Com-
piter: Dan Tallman,

Badlands National Park. 27 Dec 2001. Participants; 4. 20-30° F. Clear. Com-
piler: Eddie Childers.

Brookings. 15 Pec 2001. Participants: 17. Low Temperature: 35° F (2" C);
High Tempcrature: 42" F (6° C). AM Weathcr: Cloudy. PM Weather: Parily
Cloudy. Compiler: Nelda Holden

Burke. 22 Dec 200}1. Participants: 27. Low Temperature: 2(P F. High Tem-
perature: 25° F. Weather: Partly Cloudy. Compiler: Richard A. Petctson.

Hot Springs. No data.

Huron. 18 Dec 2(NN. Paiticipants 15, 33-36° F (1-2° C), AM Weather:
Cloudy. PM Weather: partly cloudy. Compiler: Carrie Schmidt.

Lake Andes. 19 Dec 2081. Participants: 9. 15-24° F; (-9-+1° C). Am Weather:
Clear. PM Weather: Partly cloudy. Compiler: Michael Bryant

Madison. 14 Dec 2001. Participants: & Low Tempcrature: 20* F (-7° C); High
Temperature: 40° F (4° C). AM Wcather: Clear, PM Weather: Clear. Com-
piler: Sandy Uecker

Piedmont. 22 Dec 2001 Participants: 11 Panty Hours: 37.2. Low Tempcrature:
16° F (-9° C) High Temperature: 24* F (-4° C) AM Weather: Cloudy,. PM
Weaiher: Cloudy. Compiler Vic Fondy.

Pierre. 15 Dec 2001, Parucipands: 19. Low Temperature: 32° F (0° C). High
Temperature: 37* F (3° C). AM Weather: Clear; PM Weather: Paitly Cloudy.
Cempiler: Doug Backlund

Rapid City. 29 Dec 2001. Participants: 14. Low Temperature: 7° F (-14° C);
High Temperature: 22° F (-6° C). AM Weather: Cloudy; PM Wecather:
Cloudy. Compiler: Michac! Melius

Sand Lake. 21 Dec 2001. Participants; 9. Low Temperature: 22° F (-6* C);
High Temperature: 35° F (2° C). AM Weather: Cloedy, PM Wcather: Parily
(loudy. Compiler: William Schultze.

Shadehill. 1 Jan 2{}02. Participants: 2, Low Tcemperature: (° F; High Tem-
perature: 12° F (-11° C). AM Wecather: Cloudy PM Weather; Partly Clear.
Compiter. Dave Griffiths.

Sioux Falls. 15 Dec 2001. Paricipants: 26. Low Temperature: 34° F (1° C):
High Temperature: S0P F (10* C). AM Woeather: Cloudy. PM Weather: Partly
Clear Compiler: Robb Schenck.
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Spearfish. 30 Dec 2801. Participants: 16. Low Temperature: ° F (-13¢ C);
High Temperature: 23° F (-5° C). AM Weather: Pa:tly Cloudy, PM Weather:
Ciear. Compiler Das Bjerke.

Swrgis. 15 Dec 2001. Participanss: 25. Low Temperature: 26° F (-3° C); High
Temperature: 39° F (4° C). AM Weather: Panly Cloudy. PM Weather:
Cloudy. Compiler: Victor Fondy.

Waubay, 18 Dec 2001. Particrpants: 8. Low Temperature: 28° F (-2 “C); High

Temperature: 38° F (2° C). AM Weather: Cloudy PM Weather: Partly Cloudy.
Compiler: Laura Hubers.

Yankton. 16 Bec 2001. Participants: 20. Low Temperature: 28° F (-2° C);
High Temperaturc: 40° F (4° C). AM Weather: Clear. PM Weather: Clear.
Compiler Juli Wilcox

CW = count week.
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SEASONAL REPORTS

The 2001.2002 Winter Season Compiler: Rober: E. Schenck
01 December 2001 so 28 Februaly 2082 422 N. Linwood Ci

Sioux Falls SD 57103

The Winter of 2001-02 can only be described as mild, with temperatures
above normal and much less snow cover than usual. 136 species are included
in this report, which compares to the five year average of 129 and last year’s
severe winter count of 12;. Certainly, the return of the Red-shouldered Hawk
10 Pickercl take and the numerous reports of Goshawks, Gysfalcons and
Snowy Owls were a thrill to everyone. Many ducks remained in the state into
January. The second and third sightings of Mew Gull were recorded. The
third sighting of Iceland gull was entered. As in the previous three years, the
six sightings closest to midwinter, 15 January, were included in this repor.
Sightings that would have been included in the new addition of The Birds of
South Dakota are bold. Species with many repor:s that are known to occur all
penod are reported by county. Common species that occur throughout the
state ail period are not included. I should also note that Christmas Bird Counts

are not part of this report and are reported separately in Seuth Dakota Bird
Nores.

Pied-billed Grebe Only Repoit: 09 Dec Minnehaha RFS

Western Grede Only Report: 01 Dec Fal River (Angastuta) (1} TI

Clark's Grebe Only Repott: 01 Dec Fall River (Angostura) {2) TJ

American White Pclican Only Regort: 02 Dec Brookings JSP

Double-crested Cormorant All Reperts: 01 Dec Hughes JSC; 04, 16 Dec Charles Mix RM; 22
Dec Yankton DS: 23 Dec Charles Mix JSP

Great Blue Heson All Reports: 98 Dec Yankton DS; t§ Dec Hughcs KM; 26 Jun Lavwrence
APEB

Greater White-f1onted Guose All Reposts: 20 Dec Stanley JSC; i6 ¥¢b Yankten REBA: 23
Fe¢b Lake JSP; 23 Yeb Lincoln RFS

Suow Goose Reporicd: 20 Dec Sianley JCS; 30 Dec {4) TJ; 08 Jan (4) JLB Lawtence; 13 Jan
Unieo BIf: 18 Feb Kingsb ty (1) DS; 22 Feb Clay (at lcasi 2 flocks of > 100) @S; 23 Feb
lake ISP+ 23 Fcb Charles Mix RM

Ross's Goose All Reporis: 28 Bec Stanley, 21 Dec Brown JSC

Tundia Swan All Rcparts: 01 Dec Day WS; 08 Dec Unvon (Misso 1 River) (Fim.)BH

Waod Duck All Repotts: alt persod Penningeon JLB & TJ; 26 Feb Lawrence AKS

Gadwall Reported: all peviod Pennington JIB & TJ; 18 Dec Day WS, 01 ) an Peckias DCG;
13 Jan Stanley KM; 23 Feb Miner JPS; 24 Feb Hughes KM

Amenican Wigeoca All R s: all period Pennington JLB & T); 10 Dec Stanley JSC; 13 Dec
Minnchaba RBA; 18 Pay WS

American Black Duck Only Repose: 09 Dec Minnehaha RFS

Northern Slaoveler All Repons: 08 Dec Kingsbury JSP; 10 Dec Sianley JSC; 28 Dec Stanley
(1) RD

Nortberv Pintail All Repoms: 09 Dec Minnehaha RFS; 10 Dec Sianley JSC; 23 Feb Lake ISP;
24 Peb Hughes KM; 25 Feb Stanley (4) RDO

Green-winged Teal ®nly Repoit: 08 Jan Meade JLB

Canvasback Repored: 10 Dec Hughes JSC; 11 Dec Pennington (3) JLB; L) Dec Hughes KM;
18 Dec Day WS

R dbeuad Reporied: 13 1Dec Day WS; 26 Dec Hughes KM; 12 Jun Pennington JLB, 20 Jan
Penninglon TJ; 06 Feb Penninglon JLB; 23 Feb lake JSP
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Ring-necked Duck Reportcd: 10 Dec Minnehaha RFS; 18 Dec Day WS; 02 Jan Pennington
JLB: 20 Jan Pennington {5) TJ & T); 23 Feb Lake JSP; 24 Feb Hughes RDO & KM

Greater Scaup All Repons: 09 Dec M(anehahs RFS; 11 Dec (2),25 Dec Stanley RD@®

Lesser Scaop Al Reports: 08 Dec Kingsbury JSP; 05 Dec Minnehaha RFS; 10 Dec Hughes
JCS; 30 Dec Sranley KM; 23 Feb Lake JSP

Sucf Scoter All Reports: 03 Dec Hugbes KM & RDO; 08 Bec Hughes (1) TJ; 11 Dec
Hugbes KM

White-winged Sceter Only Report: 11 Oec Charles Mix RM

Long-tailed Duck All Reportis: 06 Dec Charles Mix RM; 22 Bcc Yankton DS; 19 fan Charles
Mix RM; 16 Feb Yanrktona RBA

Bufflebead Reported: all period Pennington JLB & T3, Charles Mix RM; 08 Dec Kingsbury,
10 Dec Hugws JCS: 23 Feb Lake JCS

Common Goldeneye Reported from Brookings, Brown, Charles Mix, Day, Hughes, Meade,
Minnchaba. Pennington, Perkins and Stanley countics.

Barrow’s Goldeneye Reported: all period Pennington (Canyon Lake) (pr.}) JLB & TJ; 12 Dec
Chatles Mix RM

Hooded Mevgantrr All Reports: 01 Dec Hughes RDO; 02 Dec, 20 Jan Peanington TJ; 05 Dec
Day WS; 08 Dec Brookings JSP; 02, 20 Jan Pennington JLB; 23 Feb Miner ISP

Commoe Meiganser All Repeits: all period Pennington JLB & TJ, Hughes KM, Charles Mix
RM: 13 Dec Minnchaha RBA, 18 Dec Day WS: 19 Dec Charles Mix RM; 25 Feb Brown
SIS

Red-breasted Merganser Only Report: 13 Dec Minnehaha RBA; 18 Dec Day WS; 28 Dec
Wughcs JCS

Ruddy Duck Only Report: 23 Feb Luke JSP

Bald Eagle Reported izom Beadle, Brown, Charles Mix. Custer, Day, Fail River, Harding,
Hu ,» Hyde, Lake, Lswrence, Lincoln, Meade, Minnchaha, Pennington, Perkias and
Stanley counties.

Noithern Harrier Reporied from Buffalo, Charles Mix, Day, Fall Rivcr, Haakon, Haiding,
Lyman. Meade, Minet, Penminglon, Perking, Stanley. Sully and Tripp counties.

Sharp-shinned Hawk Reported from Byvown, Charles Mix, Hughbes, Late. Lincoln, Meade.
Minnehaha, Pennington and Tripp couniies.

Cooper’s Hawk All Reports: 01 Dec, 08 Jan Hughes KM; 06 Dec Stanley RDQ; 20 Dec
Brewn JCS, 28 Jan Meade APB

Northero Goshawk Repored S'om Brown, Hughes, Hyde, 1alee, Lincoln, Perkins, Potter and
Sully counties. Fitst sighting 09 Oec, last sighting 16 Feb wilh most sightings in fanuary.

Red.shouldered Hawk All Reporis: 08 Dec (Lake Pickerel) Day RBA; 13 Jan Day RBA; 20
Jag Bay KM, RRO; 26 Jan Day ISP, 82 Feb Day DAT

Red-tarled Hawk Reported from Brown, Chatles Mix, Day, Fall River, Hughes, Lincoln,
Meade, Maner, Minnehaha, Pennington, Perkias, Staniey, Sully and Tripp counties.

Ferrugimous Hawk All Reporss: 01, 20 Jan Pennington JLB; 03 Jan Bughes RDO; 10 Jan
Hughes KM; 10 Jan Pennington TJ; 10 Jan Meade REP; 10 Jan (2), 16 Jan Meade EEM,
12 jan Jackson AKB; 19 Jan Stanley JSP; 24 Jan Sully, 18 Feb Stanley KM; 18 Feb
Hardy ngCEM

Rough-legged Hawk Repotied fiom Brown, Butle, Charles Mix, Custer. Doy, Fall River,
Harding, Hughes, Hyde, Hutchinson, Lawrence, Lincoln, Heade, Minnehaha, Penninglon,
Perkins. Stanley, Sully and Thipp seunties.

Golden Eagle Reponed from Btown, Chasies Mix, Custer, Faulk, Haakon, Harding. Bughes,
HYde, Jones, Lyman. Meade, Pencinglon, Stanley, Sully asd Topp countics.

American Kesitel Reporned from Brown. Charles Mix, Codington, Davidson, Fall River, Haa-
kon, Hughes, Hutchinsen, Meade. Minnchaha, Yankton Penningtlon, Seenley and Tripp
ceuniies

Meriin Reported from Beadle, Brown, Day, Gregosy, Hughes, Mcade, Peaninglon, Perkins,
Spink and Stanley counties.

Gytfalcon Reported from #6 Dec Slanley (1) TJ; 16 Dec Stanley, 25 Dec Hughes RDO; 03 Jan
Sianley (1 ad.), 10 Jan Pcnnington (1) JLI3; 84, 31 Jan [awrence REP; 13, 26 Jan Sully,
16 Feb Sianley (1), Hughes (1) JSP, RFS; 18 Feb Stanley KM

Praicie Fakcon Reporied from Butle, Charles Mix, Codington, Hand, Harding, llughes, Lin-
coln, Meade, Pennington, Perkins, Stanley and Sully countes.

Gray Partridge Reported from Brookings, iarding, Meade, Penninglon, Peskins and Sully
counties,
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Sharp-tailed Givuse Reporicd frem Brown, Charles Mix, Day, Harding, Hyde, Meadc, Pen-
ninglon, Perkins, Sianiey and Sully countres.

Greater Prairie-Chicleen Repotted from Hughes (KM & RDO) and Staniey (KM) sounizes.

Wild Turkey Rcposied from Clay, Custer, Fall River, Gregogy. Harding, Lake, Meade, Pen-
minglon, Perkios and Stanley counlies.

American Coot All Reports: al} penod Penniagion JLB & TJ; all peiiod Hughes KM; 08 Occ
Brookings JSP; 09 Dec Minnehaha RFS

Killdeer Only Report: 18 Feb Minoehaha RBA

Common Smipe All Reparts: 01 Jao Penningron J1B; 19 Jan Meadc (1} REP

Americen Woodcock Unly Report: 23 Feb Yankton RBA

Franklin’s Gull Only Report: 10 Dec Grant JCS

Bonaparte's Gull Reported: 13 Dec Hughes KM, 18 Dec Fall River (18) JLB; 19 Dec Charles
Mix RM; 23 Dec Charles Mix JSP

Ring-dilled Gull Reported: all period Hughes KM, Charles Mix RM; 01 Dec Pepninglon TJ;
06 Dec, 03 Jan Stanley JLB; #® Dec Minnehaha RFS; 10 Dec Grant JCS

Herving Gull Reported: all period Hughes XM; 23 Dec Charles Mix JSP; 29 Dec Charles Mix
RM: 03 Jan Stanlcy JLB: 10 fan Pennington T1

ThavYer's Gull All Reports: 07 Dec, 1§ Feb Hughes KM;: 08 Dec Hughes (1) TJ; 22 Bee
Yankton DS; 08 Dec-11 Feb Hughes RDO; 03 Jan Stenley JL.8; 19 Jan, 16 Feb
Hughes JSP, R¥'S; 25 Jan Hughes BDAT

Glauesus Gull Al Reports: 02 Dec, 18 Feb Hughes, 26 Jan Sully KM; 02 Dcc (2), 3 Feb
Hughes RDO

Eurasian Collaced Dove Ail Repons: 09 Bec, 27 Feb llughes KM; 05 Jan Penn'ington (2)
TJ: 20 Jan Hughes (7) JSP-, 28 Feb Butte 15-6) JLB

Mourning Dove All Repons: 02. 10 Dec Hughes KM; 09 Dec Pennington (1) T)

£actern Sereech-Owl Reported from Chailes Mix RM, Hughes KM. Stanlcy RDO

Great Horned Owl Confirmed Breeding: 21 Feb Custer {(ON) JLB, 21 Feb  nnington (0N
JIB

SnowY Owl Reported from Brookings, Brown, Chorles Mix, Haakon, Hand, Hugdes, Hydc,
Kingsbury, Lincoln, Meade. Minnehaha, Pennington, Spink, Stani¢y and Sully counties
- also 19 Fcb Lyman (9) RBA,

Long-vared Owl Al Reports: 03 Feb Sianley KM, 17 Feb Tripp KDO

Short.eared Owl All Reports: 10 Deg, 28 Feb Brown JCS: 14 bec Lymsn RDO

Northern Saw-whet Owl All Reports: 04 Jan Hughes RBA; 05, 21 Jan Hughes, 22 Feb Stanley
KM; 05 Jan Hughes, 02, 22 Feb Stanley RDO; 19 Jan llarding CEM

Belted Kingfisher Eeporied: all period Charles Mix RM; all period Mcade EEM; 31 Dec
Sianley RDO; 06 Jan Hughes KM: 15 Jan Cusler JL.13; 18 Jan. 07 Feb Meade APB; 02 Feb
Hughes KM, 06 Feb Day WS

Lewis's WoodPecker All Repotts; ail period Mcade EEM; 06 Dec Meade REP; 06 fan Pen-
ninglon JLB

Reo_bellgied Woodpecker Reporled from Brookings, Charles Mix, Gregory, Hughes, Lincoln,
Minnehaha and Stenley counties.

Yellow-bellied Sapsacker Onlv Report: 03 Feb Gregory RM

Northcrn Flicker Re&ported from Brookings, Brown, Charles Mix, Fail River, Gregory,
Hughes. Lake. Lincoln. Mcade, Minnehaha, Pennington. Perkins and Starley cowmties.

Pika;egbc\;bodsp«kgr All Repares: 20 Jan Roberts (near Hanfoid Beach) KM. RDO; 26 Jap

s JSP

Nuctbern Shrike Reponed from Brown, Charles Mix, Day. Fall Rives, Hughes. Hyde, Iiocoln,
Lyman, Meade, Pcnaingion, Perkins, Smanley, Sully and Tripp counties.

Gray Jay All repons 06 Jan Pennington (1) J1.B; Custer KH

Pinyen Jay AJl repois: 09 Dec Meade (2) JLB; 21 Dec Mead: AKB

Clark’s Nutcracker All Repor:s: 06 Dec, 21 Feb Custer KH

Biack-billed Magpie Rcported from Harding, Hughes, Jackson, Lavience, Meade, Pennington,
Perkns, Stanley and Tripp counties.

Black-cappcd Chickadee Repeorted: 13 Feb excavaling nest cavity (NB) RAP

Red-breuasied Nuthaech Reported from Brown, Charles Mix, Clay. Custer, Day, Harding,
Hughes, Lake, Lawrence, Lincoln, Meadc, Minnchaha, Penningion, Stanley and Union
counties.

Pygmy Nuthatch All reports: all period Penninglon TBW; 14 Dec Pennungton (Richland loop,
of f Nemo Road) (3 or 4) JLB, RDO; 06 fan Pconinglon (Canyon Lake) RBA
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Biown Creeper Reported from Brookings, Brown, Charles Mix, Ctay, Custer, Day Hughes,
lake, Linooln, Meade, Pennington and Union countics.

Canyon Wren Only Report: 03 Jan Meade AKB

Winter Wren A)l Reports: 09 Dec Hughes RBA; 15 Dec Hughes KM, 10 Feb Meade AKB

Americag Dipper Only Repary: 30 Dec Lawrence TS

Goldeo-crowned Kisglet All Reporis: 14 Dcc Day WS; 13, 26 Jan Hughes KM; 03 Jan, 07
Feb Mecade AKB; 05 Jan Hughes RD®; 07 Jan Pensinglon (4) TJ; 12 Jan Lake JSP; 21
Jan Brown JCS; 21 Jan Clay (2) DS. 02 Feb Brookings JSP; 10 Feb Brown DAT

Eastern Bluebiad All Repoits: 18 Dec (4), 01 Fed Tripp RAP;, 14 Jan Gtegory, 18 Jan Charles
Msx RM: 22 Jan Lincolo {7-8) RBA

Movotan Blusbird Al Reponts: Meade EEM; {8 Feb Stanley RDO

Towunsend’s Solitaire: Reported from Brown, Custer, Day, Edmunds, Fall River, Harding,
Hughes, Jackson, Meade, Pennington, Perking, Stantey, Sully and Tripp countics ... also
reported 19 Jan Unwon RBA; 26 Jan Unien DS,

American Rebin Reporied from Brown, Chmles Mix, Custer, Fall River, Hughes, Hyde, Jack-
0D, [ake, KLawrcace, Lincoln, Meade, Minnehaha, Penaington, Perking, Smanley and
Tnpp counties ... early migration repoted in Union Ceunty week of 11 Feb DS.

Varied Thrash Only Report: 07 Feb Meade (1) EEM

Gray Catbird All Reports: 17 Dec, 20 Jan Pennington (city springs Rapid City) (1) JLB

Northern Mockingbird Only Repost: 23 Feb Hughes (Farm Island) (1) EDS

Bohemian Waxwing Reparwed: 16 Dec Meade JLB; 02 Jan Perkins OCG; 29 Dec Hughes
RDO; 05 Jan Harding CEM: 06 Jan. 18 Feb [fughes KM

Cedar Waxwing Reporied from Charles Mix, Day, Fall River, Gregoty, Hughes. Hyde, lake,
Lincoln, Meadc, Pennington, Perkins, Stanley and Tripp counties.

Yellow.rumpod Warbler All Reports: 08 Dec, 04 Jan Hughes KM; 16 Dec Fall River (3.4),
21 Feb (Angostura Res.) {3-4) JLB: 19 Jan Union (1) RBA; 21 Jan Hughes (2) RBO;
i7 Feb Lincoln RFS; 23 Feb Yackton R8A

Song Spanow All Repons: 17 Dec, 05 Jan Penningsen (1) JLB; 04. 19 Jan, 24 Feb Hughes
KM, 27 Jan Hughes RDO; 17 Feb Meade (2) REP

Swamp Spariow All Reports: 3, 18 Jan, 28 )’ebd Hoghes KM; 27 Jan Huﬂ:tﬁ (1) RDO

Harris’s Sparrow All Reperts: 02 Dec Stanley, 31 Jan, 16 Feb Hughes KM: 06 Dec Charles
Mix RM; 25 Dec Stanley RDO; 01 Jan Perkins DCG; 13 Jan Lake JSP

White<rowned Sparrow All Repocis: 01 Dec Sunley (1), 18 Feb Hoghes (14) RDO; 02 Dec,
10 Feb (S). 24 Feb (10) Hughes KM

ILapland Longspur Reported from Day, Hughes, Hyde. Kingsbury, McCook, Penninglon,
Perkins and Sianley counties,

Snow Hunting Repored from Day, Hutchinson, Jones, Lake, McCaok, Pennington, Raberis,
Spink avd Stanley counties.

Nortbern Cardmsi Reporied from Chardes Mix, Hughes, Hyde, 1ale, [awrence, Lincolo and
Minoehaba counties.

Red-winged Blacddird Repotted: 18 Dec Day WS; 21 Dec Brown DAT, 25 Dec Brown JCS;
01 Jan, 03 Feb Perkins DCG; 15 Jan Fall River (S5) JLB; 18 Jan Charles Mix, 18 Feb
Gregory RM; 21 Jen, 15 Feb Stanley KM

Westero Mceadowiark Rnfn-m.d: 16 Dec Sully KM; 23 Dec Brown JCS; 01 Jan Stanley RDO;
10 Jan Haakon (1) TJ; 11 Jan Meade (4) EEM; 12 Fan Stanlcy AKB: 05 Feb Penninglon;
16 €eb Hughes KM ... also reponed frem Charles Mix, Lincoln and Tripp counties.

Yeltow-headed Blackbird Only Ril:ﬁ:n: 20 Dec Brown JCS

Rust)l'( ’lellackbird All Reports: 11 Dec Roberts JCS; 18 Dec, 19 Feb Day WS; 05 Jan Hughes

Brewer's Blackbid Gnly Repon: 10 Dec Brown JCS; 02 Feb Day DAT

Commoa Graclde A)l Repats.- 12 Dec Iake ISP~ 18 Dec Day WS; 31 Dec Stantey, 18, 21
Jas, 27 Feb Hughes KM ; 02 Jan, 03 Feb Perkins DCG; 13 Jan Hoghes RDO

Biown-headed Cewbird All Reports: 21 Dec Brown DAT: 21 Jan Gregery RM

Purpte Finch Reported frem Brookings, Brown, Day, Hughes, Hyde, Linceln, Miner, Stanley
and Unien counties.

House Finch Reported from 850D, Chardes Mix, Day, Fall River, Gregory, Huding, Hughes,
Hyde, Lake, Lincoln, Meade, Miner, Minnchahs, Penmngton, Perkius, Sianley aod Trpp
couUNes.

Red Crossbill Reported from Custer, Fall River, Harding, Ivieade and Pennington counties.

White-winged Crosbill Reporled from Brown, Charles Mix, Harding, Hughes, 1_ake, Minne-
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haha, Penninglon, Robetis, Stanlcy and Yankton counties.
Cemruen Redpoll All Reports: 01 Dec Stanley RDO; 09 Dec, 28 Feb Hyde NS 18 Pec, 14-26
Jan, 28 Feb NDey WS; 21 Bec Brown DAT; 05 Fed (25), 15 Feb (2) Peamingion ILB
Evcn}ng Grosbesk All Repore: 29 Dec, 05 Jan Hughes KM; 30 Dec, 28 Feb Hughes RDO; 19
an Union RBA

Species Requiring Acceptance By The Rare Burd Records Commlttee

Mew Gull 1 Dec Hughes ISP, RFS; 04, 11 Dec Hugbes KM, 05, 06 Dec Hughes RDO; 22 Bec
Yankion (ad.) DS

Icetand Gull 17 Dec-11 Feb. 28 Feb Sianley RDO; 21 Dec Stanley, 18 Feb Hughes i(M; 03
Jan Stenlcy JLB; 19 Jan, 16 Feb Hughes ISP, RFS; 25 Jan Hughes DAT

Species Expeeted Bui Not Reported Trumpeter Swan (2), Peregrine Faloon, Ruffed Grouse,
Northern Bobwhite (2), Black-tegged Kittiwake (2), Threc-1oed Woodpecker (2), Black-
backed Woodpecker (3), Brown Theasher (3), White-throaled Sparrow (2), Gray-crowned
Rosy Fynch, Pine Grosbeak, Cassin's Finch (3)

Cerrcctisns te Previsus Lssues The following sightings should be omitied from (he summer
2041 report, Vol 53, No. 4: Brewer’s Spatrow 02 Jul Meade (CF); Scartet Tanager 15 Jul
Penninglon (ON). The following sighting should be added. Brewer’s Blackbird 02 Jul
Meadc%CF); Western Tanager 15 Jul Peanington (ON)

JLB Jocclyn Lee Baker
APB  Addison & Patricia Ball
AKB Anna K 8adt

DCG Dave & Carolyn Grithiths
KN Kevin, Kris & Lewr's Hachmeister
BFHl  Bill Husker

T] Todd Jensen

RM Ren Mabie

CEM  Charley Miller

EEM  ErnestE. Miller

KM Kenny Miller

RDO Ricky D. Olson

ISP Jeffrey S, Palmer

RAP  Richard A. Peterson
REP  Randy Podoll

RBA  Rare Bird Alert

SLS Sand Lake NWR Staff
RES Robent F. Schenck

SS Shery Schever

NS Nancy Showalter

JCS Jerry C. Stanford

EDS  Eileen Oowd Stuiel

DS David L. Swanson

DAT Dan A. Tallmman

WS Wauhay NWR Staftf

TBW Tom & Brenda Wairen
MKZ Mick 2Zetr
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New From the South Dakota Ornithologists’ Union.

Birds of South Dakota

This all-new, third edition includes every species curreatly known from the
state, along with color photographs of every bird (including the extinct ones!).
Costis $49.95 plus $6.00 for South Dakota tax and shipping.

Order yours from Dan Tallman, NSU Box 740, Aberdeen SD 57401.

SDOU license plate stickers

South Dakota now sells non-profit organization liccnse plates and we have the
stickers to make your car exquisitely adomed, The stickers identify you as a
birder, which is often important when your automobile is encountered by irate
landowners or {aw enforcement officers. Stickers are only S5 a piece. The
state actually gives you the specal plates if you are due to get new plates,
otherwise non-profit plates are only $10 at your county courthouse.

Order yours from Robb Schenck, 422 N Linwood Ci.. Sioux Falls 57103.
Please include a self-addressed, stamped envelope.

SDOU t-shirts

A limited supply of SDOU t-shir's remain, sizes medium and largc enly.
These are long-sleeved Henley-type shirts with the SDOU Lark Bunting on
the back. Not quite, but almost, one of a kind! Cost is a low $20.08.

Order yours from Dan Tallman, NSU Box 740, Aberdeen SD 57401.

SDOU membership

Why not stgn up a {riend? Rates are on the inside cover of this journal.
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