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PRESIDENT'S PAGE 

Those of you who attended 1be 
fall SDOU meellng remember 1ba1 I 
presented a paper on a proposed 
projec1 for SDOU members. The pa
per was titled, "A Photographic 
Analysis of South Dakota Bird 
Habilats." I would like to introduce 
this project to all of our membership. 
The purpose of this project is to cre
ate a photographic baseline of key 
bird habiiats throughout 1he state, so 
tha1 future changes in these habi1ats 
can be documented. The idea is to 
have our members photograph their 
favori1e birding spolS, be they s1ate 
parks, game produciion areas, local 
parks or privale land. Some of lhesc 
phoiographs would be published in 
Bird Notet, and lhe rest archived in 
The Cenier for Weslem Studies at 
Augusiana College. These photo
graphs will function as a habitat time 
capsule. Hopefully, twenty, fifty or one-hundred years in the future, someone 
reviewing past copies of South Dakota Bird Notes will discover these photos 
and use them to document the changes that have occurred. The project could 
be repeated at that time, giving an account of the change or lack of change 
that has taken place. The project could even be repeated every ten or twenty 
years, resulling in a running history of these habitats. 

Anyone with a camera can participate in this project. It is my objec1ive 10 
keep this projecl as simple as possible, so 1ha1 we have wide participation. 
These phoios will nol need to be artislic. Phoiographs should be taken of typi
cal habi1a1s. Special a1ten1ion should be given to areas of succession. These 
will be lhe areas showing the mosl change over lime. If possible, photos 
should be taken 1hat exhibil lypical vegetation. The phoiographs, along wilh 
nega1ives and CD, if available, should be sen1 10 me and I will forward copies 
for publica1ion in Bird Notes. 

The following informalion should be included wilh each pho1ograph. The 
camera 1ype and 1he focal length of the lens used. For example, 35mm Mi
nolla pocket camera with a 35mm lens. It is important to include lhe focal 
length of lhe lens (lhe millimeter number wrinen on lhe lens) so that the pho
tograph can be accurately duplicated in lhe future. Include lhe direction 1he 
photograph was taken. A compass is besl used for this, allhough, it can also 
be described by giving a direction, such as soulheast or north by northeast, 
etc. The precise location from which the photograph was 1aken is also impor
tant. This information can be obtained by determining the coordinates, using a 
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GPS and giving lhe coordinates, or by providing a wriuen description of 1he 
loca1ion (such as the northwes1 comer of Nine Mile Creek Game Produc1ion 
Area). Every effort should be made to give permanent coordinates. Park 
boundaries can change and landmarks, such as picnic shelters, can disappear. 
Las1ly, the date lhe photograph was 1aken should be recorded. This informa· 
tion could be wriuen on the back of each photograph. To recap, the following 
information should be included: I) location of the photograph, 2) direclion of 
pho1ograph, 3) camera lype and lens, 4) date of the pho1ograph. 

As I bird South Dakota, I often wonder about the na1ural history of the 
habitat 1 am exploring. Sometimes the answer is clear, but other time.s it re· 
mains a question. 1 would love to look at photographs of these habitats taken 
fifty or one hundred years ago. We cannot go back in lime and take photo· 
graphs, but we can slart taking lhem now. People fifly and one hundred years 
from now wi111hank us and will probably find uses for lhem we could never 
imagine. 

A PHOTOGRAPHIC STUDY OF THE HORSE CAMP AREA OF 
NE\VfON HlLLS STATE PARK 

The horse camp area of Newton Hills State Park has caught the auention 
of birders for years. The area can be described as a grassy valley strelching 
in10 the wooded bluffs of New:on Hill� with a riparian area, Sargeant Creek, 
lying to the east side of this valley. The valley supports such species of trees 
as cottonwood, maple, willow, elm and boxelder. The area is undergoing 
much change. Sumacs are creeping inlo the grassy valley from the Bur Oak 
bluffs, with the Burr Oaks following close behind. Beaver have recently 
populated Sargeant Creek, resulting in trees being taken for food and dying 
from submersion in pond water. Bird� of note that have been observed in 1he 
area are Blue-winged Warbler in the successional grassland, Yellow-throated 
Vireo, American Woodcock and Blue-gray Gnatcatcher nesting along the 
Creek, and many rare migranls. The following are two sample photographs I 
have taken in the area. Both pho1ographs were taken with an Olympus pocket 
camera. Robb Schenck, 422 N Li11wood Ct., Sioux Fall� 57103. 
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l\c"ton Hiii\ St:itc Parl, Sargeant Creek Valle). Pboto loca1ion 1' 43" 14.083 , W 96" 34.550". 
Lens 35 mm. pbolo orien1a110n: 16(1', date: 910 OJ. 

Ncw1on llills S101e Park, Sargcanl Creek. Pho10 loca1ion: N 43° 13.972', W 96° 34.481 '.Lens 
35 mm, pholo orien1a1ion: 50", dale: 9130/01. 
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BREEDING AVlFAUNA OF THE RESTRICTED PINE
JUNIPER-SHRUB HABITAT IN THE SOUTHWESTERN 

BlACK IIlLLS 

David L Swanson, Jeffrey S. Palmer, Eric T. Liknes, and Kurt L. Dean 
fJepartm1mi of lliology , Unlvorsity of Somh Dakma, Vermil/1on, SD 57(j(j9 
Dilrl-\ion of NorurDI \)ciences, Dakota Stare L'ni\>er•1ity, .'1-fudison SI> 57042 

Pine-juniper habitat with a mahogany-sumac shrub undcrstory is rc
�trictcd in South Dakota to small areas of the southwestern Black Hills in 
Custer and Fall River counties (Great Plains Flora A'iSOCiation 1977, Peterson 
1993, Van Bruggcn 1996). In South Dakota, pine-juniper-shrub habitals occur 
on rocky hillsides and canyon break�. Vegetation includes Pondero:.a Pinc 
(Pilms ponderosa) und Rocky Mounlain Juniper Uu11iperus scopu/orum) as 
ovcrstory species and Skunkbush Sumac (Rlius uromatica) and Mounlain 
Maho�a�y (Cercocarpus mo11tanus) as understory species (Greal Plains .Flo �a 
Assoc1a1Jon 1986, Van Bruggen 1996). The elevallons where this habitat 1s 
found range from about 4,500 to 5,500 feet (1.375-1,675 m). The region of 
lhc Black Hills where this habilat is located is relatively remote and has re
ceived very little omilhological investigation. A breeding population of Vir
ginia's Warblers was recently documented from this area, extending the 
known breeding range for 1his species over 200 km to the northeast (Swanson 
ct al. 2000). During the breeding season of 1998, we used line transect sur
veys and mist nening to quantitatively describe the breeding avifauna of this 
restriclcd pine-juniper-shrub habitat in the southwestern Black Hills of South 
Dakota. 
METHODS 

Line Tra1isects - Open hahitats, such a.s the pine-juniper-shrub habitat in 
this study, are well suited for line transect ;urvey methods (Bibby ct al. 1992). 
We established 10 one-kilometer line transects through pine-juniper-shrub 
habitat in Roby, Boles, and Redbird canyons in Custer County, South Dakota_ 
where this habitat type is prevalent. Conliguous transects were separated end
to-end by at leasl 200 m and side-to-side by at lea�\ 300 meters to avoid dou
ble-counting of hirds (Bibby el ul. 1992). Linc transects were conducted ac
cording to Emlen (1971, 1977). In this method. individual observers walked 
slowly (1 km/hour) along the transect and recorded all indi,;duals detected by 
sight or by sound and ,.,.hethcr they were inside or outside of a 25 m band on 
either side of the transect. This distance provides good detectability in open 
woodland habitat, even for soft-voiced species (tmlen 1977). Distance was 
measured with Ranging Model 620 rangcfinders. Three transccls were con
ducted simultaneously by different ob�rvcrs familiar with birds of the area 
and transect counts were completed between sunup and 1100 MDT. Each 
tr.insect was censused once weekly from 26 May-8 July, excepl for two tran
sects in Redbird Canyon, one of which was substituted for the other after 
three weeks (Swanson et al. 2000). This coverage effort (i.e., number of tran
sects and number of replicates) is sufficient to detect most species breeding in 
an area of open woodland (Bibby et al. 1992). The direction in which observ
ers conducted transect counts wa.� reversed on consecutive counts and obscrv-
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crs were •ystematically rotated among the different trnnsect lines to reduce 
observer bias. Trnnsect coums were not conducted on days with precipitation 
or high wind•. 

Abundance for all birds and for individual species were calculated from 
all detections (sight and sound) according to Emlen (1977) for birds inside 25 
m Lo estimate density (bird• km'}, and for all detections (inside and ourside 25 
m) to calculate relative abundances (bird•/trnnsect). Averages for species' 
abundances for each transect were calculated from all replicate censuses. 

Mist Netting - We erected mist nets (2.6 X 9 m, 30 mm mesh) five days 
per week from 25 May-6 July in pine-juniper-shrub habitat in Roby, Boles. 
and Redbird canyons. Generally, six nets were opened from 0630 to 1030 
MDT, although in a few cases two to four or seven nets were opened. On a 
very few occasions net5 were also opened in the evening from 1830-2130 
MDT. Net sites were located in areas where we had previously observed Vir
ginia's Warblers and new locations were netted every day, with the exception 
of one site that was visited twice. Audio tapes of Virginia's Warbler songs 
were played at each location to Jure Virginia'> Warblers to the nets and the 
tape player was rotated among nets for at least one hour per day at each net 
loca11on. Ea.stern Screech-Owl audio tapes were also used lo attract birds to 
mist nets but proved largely ineffective, <;<> 1hcir use was abandoned later in 
the season. 

!l'ocnm1al Sampli11g - For crcpuscular or noc1umaJ species. such as Com
mon PooN-ilJ and Northern Saw-whet Owl, in Boles, Roby, and Redbird can
yons, v.c conducted surveys patterned after the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service 
Breeding Bird Surveys. These surveys began in pine-juniper-shrub habitat and 
extended into Ponderosa Pine forest in the upper reaches. of these canyons. 
Surveys were initiated at civil twilight (approximately 2130 MDT) and con
sisted or stops along roads leading up these canyons at every mile. Each stop 
lasted for five minutes and consisted of the following protocol: one minute of 
silence, followed by two two-minute periods, consisting of one minute of 
taped calls or whistled imilalions, followed by one minute of silence. These 
two-minute periods were conducled for both Common Poorwills and Northern 
Saw-whet Owls UI each stop. The order in which the calls were played was 
reversed at each stop so that at one stop poorwill calls were given first and at 
the next stop saw-whet owl calJs were given first. Locations and numbers of 
calling birds (Common Nighthawks, Common l'oorwills, and Northern Saw
whet Owls) were recorded. Birds observed on the road between stations were 
also recorded. We conducted two surveys each in Roby and Redbird canyons 
and four survey; in Boles Canyon. The roads leading up Roby and Redbird 
canyoM were unimproved din roads, and we had car problems on these roads 
so we only ran them twice each. Survey dates ran from 27 May-11 July for 
Boles Canyon, 27 May-26 June for Redbird Canyon, and 10 June-26 June for 
Roby Canyon. Survey results are recorded as relative abundance (birds per 
station), because the number of stations varied among C<myons. 
RESULTS AND DISCUSSION 
Line Transect Data 

A total of 53 species was observed on trnnsect counts. Densily and rela
tive abundance calculations were generally in agreement for most species, 
with the exccp1ion of species that were easily detectable a1 Jong distances 
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(e.g., Mourning Dove, White-throated Swift, Violet-green Swallow, and 
We<:tem Meadowlark). Chipping Spar rows were the most abundant srecics in 
this habitat, followed by Spotted Towhees and Dusky Flycatcher; (Table 1 ). 
These data are consistent with Breeding Bird Survey data, which suggest that 
Chip(ling Sparrows may be more abundant in the Black Hills than anywhere 
else in North America (Peterson J 993). Abundance estimates or temporal 
!rends in abundance for several other specie.s were noteworthy. Red Crossbills 
and Pinc Siskins showed increases in abundance from no observations during 
the initial week of censusing to fairly high numbers during the latter part of 
the study period. Both of these species are irruptive migrants that breed in the 
Black Hills (Peterson 1995), so perhaps the increasing abundances reprcsenl 
movcmenl of adults and juveniles into this habitat following breeding. Chip
ping Sparrows and Spotted Towhees also exhibited a trend of increasing 
abundance over the study period, although not to the same degree as the ir
ruptive species. These increases likely resulted from the rccrui1ment of juve
niles into the population during the latter part of the study period. Brown
headed Cowbirds were oommon in this habitat, ranking fifth in relative abun
dance and seventh in density (Table 1). This suggests that brood para sitism is 
a potential problem for host species breeding in thi> habitat. Virginia's War
blers, which wcrt: undocumented in South Dakota prior to 1997 (Palmer 
1998), were the ninth most common species in this habitat, both by density 
and relative abundance calculations (Table 1). The rclati,cly large population 
of Virginia's Warblers suggests that this is not a new population, but a popu
lation that has been over-
looked in the past. Two 

• • 

• 
• 

Figure l. Overall relative abundance for all 
birds as a function of date. Abundance 
increased significantly as the breeding season 
progr=ed. 

species, Gray Jay and Ov
enbird, were located more 
commonly in this habitat 
than we expected. Gray 
Jays are usually associated 
with coniferous and mixed 
woodlands al higher el
evations in the Black Hills 
(Peterson 1995), but they 
were regular in areas with 
stands of Ponderosa Pine 
in this location as well. 
Ovenbirds "ere found 
commonly near the bot
toms of draws where the 
pine over;tory was essen
tially complete. Previous 
reports indicate that Oven
birds utilize old growth 
Ponderosa Pinc and aspen 
stands in the Black Hills 
and prefer a multi-layered 
canopy (reviewed in Peterson 1995). 

Relative abundances for individual transects ranged from 39.7 to 86.l 
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bird;;transect. The overall average abundance for all 10 transects was 56.9 � 
12.8 birds/transect. The overall relative abundance for all birds increased over 
the study period from 43.7 birdS/transect in the last week of May to 68.2 
birds transect m the second week of July (Fig. l). Least squares regression 
indicated a significant positive relationship between abundance and progres
sion of the breeding season (R' = 0.87, P = 0.002). The increase in abundance 
over the Mudy period probably involved both the recruitment of juveniles into 
populations and the appearance of irruptive species (e.g., Red Crossbill and 
Pine Siskin) in this habitat. 

Capture Data 
A total of 584.33 net hours was generated over the study period and a to· 

tal of 180 individuals of 21 species was captured. This provided an overall 
capture rate of 30.8 birds/100 net hours. Chipping Sparrows were the most 
abundant species captured (Table 2). We captured and banded 27 Virginia's 
Warblers, 22 of which were males, and all of which were adulls. Dusky Fly· 
catchers were the third most commonly captured species (Table 2). Two spe· 
cies, Red-eyed Vireo and American Redstan, were captured but not detected 
on transects. Both of these species were represented by single captures. 

Combined Census and Mist Net Data 
A total of 55 species was detected by line transect surveys and mist net 

captures. Of these 55 species, 26 can be classified as Neotropical migrants 
with a substantial proponion of the total population wintering south of the 
United States border (AOU 1998). This yields 49.1% Neotropical migrants in 
the breeding-season avifauna of the pine-juniper-shrub habitat. This percent
age is similar to that for riparian deciduous forests in southeastern South Da
kota (50-53%, Liknes et al. 1994) and for woody draws in western North Da· 
kota ( 49%, Faanes 1984), but lower than typical percentages (65-85%) of 
Neotropical migrant species in eastern deciduous forests or western montane 
or intermontane riparian forests (Morse 1980, Dobkin and Wilcox 1986, Ter· 
borgh 1989, Freemark and Collins 1992). 

Count survey and mist net data were in general agreement regarding rela
tive abundance of individual species. Chipping Sparrows were by far the most 
common species detected by either method (Tables 1 and 2). Several species 
had relatively high abundances by count survey methods, but were not cap
tured in high numbers. These included Red Crossbill, Brown-headed Cow
bird, Violet-green Swallow, Pine Siskin, White-throated Swift, and Mourning 
Dove. These species probably avoided capture for a variety of reasons, in
cluding remaining relatively high in pine tree�. feeding on the wing in open 
area�. or generally avoiding the low shrubby areas where our capture effort 
was concentrated. 
Nocturnal Sampling 

Mean relative abundance for Common Nighthawks was 0.32 birds/station 
in Boles Canyon, 0.23 birds/station in Redbird Canyon, and 0.17 birds/station 
in Roby canyon. Common Poorwill mean relative abundance was 0.27 
birds/station in Redbird Canyon, 0.28 birds/station in Roby Canyon, and 0.79 
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Table 1: Relative abundances and estimated densities of birds in pine-juniper
shrub habitat in the southwestern Black Hills, South Dakota. Relative abun
dances utilized all observations on transects, while densities were calculated 
only from those observations within the 50 m wide strip centered on the tran
�ect. 

Species 

Chipping Sparrow 
Spotted Towhee 
Dusky Flycatcher 
Red CrossbilJ 
Brown-headed Cowbird 
Audubon's Warbler 
Violet-green Swallow 
Black-capped Chickadee 
Virginia's Warbler 
Western Tanager 
Pine Siskin 
Ovenbird 
White-throated Swift 
Mourning Dove 
American Goldfinch 
Plumbeous Vireo 
Northern flicker 
Vesper Sparrow 
White-winged Junco 
Warbling Vireo 
Mountain Bluebird 
Cedar Waxwing 
American Robin 
Western Meadowlark 
Rock Wren 
Townsend's Solitaire 
Yellow Warbler 
Gray Jay 
Black-billed Magpie 
Yellow-brea.�ted Chat 
Red-tailed Hawk 
Turkey Vulture 
American Crow 
White-breasted Nuthatch 
Red-breasted Nuthatch 
House Wren 
Pinyan Jay 
Rock Dove 
Common Nighthawk 
Black-headed Grosbeak 
Cliff Swallow 

ReialJve Abund ance 
(birds/transect) 

12.75 
11.00 
5.0l) 
4.22 
2.71 
2.62 
1.84 
1.79 
1.52 
1.38 
1.35 
1.30 
1.19 
1.17 
0.86 
0.79 
0.73 
0.67 
0.56 
0.51 
0.43 
0.30 
0.29 
0.29 
0.25 
0.22 
0.22 
0.21 
0.19 
0.17 
0.14 
0.14 
0.13 
0.13 
0.11 
(J.10 
0.06 
0.05 
(J.03 
0.03 
0.03 
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172.5 
81.3 
24.1 
12.7 
11.1 
17.8 
3.2 
16.8 
8.3 
8.6 
6.3 
5.4 
0.0 
0.6 
4.4 
5.1 
1.6 
4.8 
7.0 
6.3 
2.5 
3.8 
2.2 
0.0 
0.0 
1.6 
0.0 
1.3 
0.0 
0.3 
0.0 
0.0 
0.0 
0.6 
0.0 
0.3 
0.0 
0.0 
0.0 
0.0 
0.0 

Density 
(birds/km2) 
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Northern Goshawk 
Brewer's Blackbird 
Brown Thrasher 
European Starling 
Field Sparrow 
Lark Sparrow 
MacGillivr.ty's Warbler 
Ruby-crowned Kinglet 
Say's Phoebe 
Swain�on's Thrush 
Western Kingbird 
Wild Turkey 

0.02 
0.02 
0.02 
0.02 
0.02 
0.02 
0.02 
0.02 
0.02 
0.02 
0.02 
0.02 

0.3 
0.0 
0.0 
0.0 
0.0 
0.0 
0.3 
0.3 
0.0 
0.3 
0.0 
0.0 

Table 2: Number of individuals captured and capture rate (birds/100 net 
hours) for bird species in the pine-juniper-shrub habitat over the seven-week 
study period (25 May - 6 July, 1998). A total of 584.33 net hours were gener
ated. 

Species Number Captured Capture Rate 

Chipping Sparrow 66 11.3 
Virginia's Warbler• 27 4.6 
Du�lcy Flycatcher 23 3 .9 
Sponed Towhee 12 2.1 
White-winged Junco 10 1.7 
Audubon's Warbler IO 1.7 
Black-capped Chickadee 6 1.0 
American Goldfinch 6 1.0 
Ovenbird 4 0.7 
Pinc Siskin 4 0.7 
Yellow Warbler 2 0.3 
Red-eyed Vireo 1 0.2 
Warbling Vireo 1 0.2 
Plumbeous Vireo 1 0.2 
House Wren 1 0.2 
American Robin I 0.2 
American Rcd.�tart I 0.2 
MacGillivray's Warbler 1 0.2 
Ycllow-breasled Chat I 0.2 
Vesper Sparrow 1 0.2 
Western Tanager I 0.2 

Totals 180 30.8 

•Taped calls of Virginia's Warblers were used to lure Ibis species to the nets 
so capture rates are overestimated. 

SOUTH DAKOTA BTRD NOTES 54(2): 39 JUNE2002 



Birds/station in Boles Canyon. Finally, no saw-whet owls were detected in 
Redbird Canyon, and mean relative abundances for saw-whet owls in Boles 
and Roby canyons were 0.03 and 0.06 birds/station, respectively. We also 
located at least three calling saw-whet owls along Forest Service Road 301 
east of Moon campground, Pennington County. /\. pair of owls was heard 
calling on 23 May 1998, abou t 'h-mile cast of the campground and another 
individual was heard calling about 1-Y, mile� east of the campground on 25 
May 1998. 

Common Poorwills were relative ly common in the open pine-juniper· 
shrub areas, especially where open grassy areas were also present. Northern 
Saw-whet Owls were very uncommon, but because our surveys were con· 
ducted from late May-early July, we probably missed some saw-whets be· 
cause territory establishment occurs before this period in South Dakota and 
nedglings generally appear in May and June (SDOU 1991, Peterson 1995). 
All of the saw-whet owl observations occurred in areas of Ponderosa Pinc 
forest. 

Conclusions 
A diverse assemblage of birds occupies the restricted pine-juniper-shrub 

habitat in the southwestern Black Hills of South Dakota and almost half of 
these specie.s are Neotropical migrants. Thi> habitat also supports the north· 
eastern-most breeding population of Virginia's Warblers (Swanson ct al. 
2000). We did not observe any other bird species in this habitat that has not 
been previously documented as breeding in South Dakota. This finding was 
noteworthy, considering the restricted extent of this habitat in South Dakota 
and its proximity to the ranges of some species that have not been docu· 
mented as breeders in South Dakota, such as Green-tailed Towhee and Black· 
throated Gray Warbler, which nest in similar habitats in central and south
eastern Wy oming (Scott 1993). Future research should address nesting suc· 
cess and nest site characteristics of Virginia's Warblers in this habitat. These 
data would allow source-sink analyses of population dynamics and would 
precisely define characteristics important to successful nesting of Virginia's 
Warblers i n  thjs area. Because of the limited extent of this habitat in South 
Dakota and the diverse assemblage of birds it supports, including a breeding 
population of Virginia's Warblers, this habitat probably warrants special con· 
servation attention. 
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� GENERAL NOTES 

RED-THROATED LOON IN DEUEL COUNTY. On 28 May 2001, I was 
driving the perimeter road around Clear Lake, a route I check regularly during 
spring migration. On the north side of the small lake (about 600 acres), I 
found a loon that appeared at first glance to be smaller than a Common Loon. 
It was only about 50 yards from shore at the time and moved out away from 
me at a leisurely pace, giving me ample opportunity to study it for more than 
20 minutes, up to a range of 150 yards. I u,;ed 8-power binoculars before go
ing to the 20-power telescope. Light conditions were good, and the water 
quite smooth. I noted the slender bill held at an up-turned angle most of the 
time. The neck was comparatively slender. The bird was apparently a first· 
spring juvenile, as the head, neck, and upper body were a gray-brown color, 
with no contrasting markings or area on the throat or neck. I saw nothing that 
could be called speckling on the back. 

When I returned to my home later in the morning, I reported the bird to 
Rosemary Draeger, asking her to put the report on the hot line. The bird ap
parently moved off the lake within 24 hours, as I did not see it again. I have 
one other record for this species in South Dakota, a bird in winter plumage on 
the Missouri River at Whitlock Bridge on 31 October 1996. I observed this 
species regularly when I worked in California from 1950-1955, and I have 
also observed Red-throated loons along the Atlantic coast of New England, 
and on Lake Superior at Duluth and up the north shore. These are drab birds 
in winter plumage, or as immatures, but they are extremely beautiful in full 
adult breeding plumage. Bruce Harris, Box 605, Clear lake, SD 57226. 

BUFFLEHEAD NESTING IN ROBERTS COUNTY. The Drywood Lakes 
area in Roberts County has been a favorite and productive birding area for me 
for many years. Located in extreme west-central Roberts County (11 miles 
west and one mile north of Peever), the shallow water area was managed by 
the Department of Game, Fish and Parks as three separate lakes (North, Mid· 
die, and South Drywood) and stocked with fish at various times up to the 
1990s, when the lakes experienced severe flooding and became one large 
body of water, with depths up to 15 feet. The shore of the lake is bordered by 
cottonwood, with some aspen, ash, and basswood; the understory consists of 
various shrubs (primarily buckbrush and rose) and tall grasses. A good dry
weather trail runs along the east side of usouth" Drywood and crosses be
tween the lakes to the west side of "north" Drywood Lake. This crossing has 
been under 3 to 4 feet of water since 1996. Before flooding, each lake was ap
proximately 2 by 1.5 miles in diameter, extending now to a full four miles 
from north to south, and roughly 1.5 miles in width. With a majority of native 
prairie and shrublands surrounding the lakes, it is a distinctive area of wildlife 
habitat. 

On 9 July 2001, I drove along the southeast road. I was about a mile north 
of the paved road in the vicinity of a slough area known as Lake Tanaha prior 
to flooding. The trail was enclosed on both sides by a tall growth of brome 
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grass. Suddenly, very close lo the lefl-front wheel of the truck, a small duck 
flushed oul ahead of lhree very small ducklings thal scullled close to the lall 
bromegrass. I glanced at the ducklings, worrying that lhey might be run over, 
bul focused more on the adult bird, now flying low over the trail. I saw a dis
tinct white wing patch on lhe dark-plumaged, female bird, which continued 
for about 75 yards before it disappeared to lhe left of the lrail into flooded 
woodland. The ducklings were still fleeing down the lefl side of the road, and 
I noticed small patches of while down on the dark little bodies, with a distinct 
white throat They ran into the heavy cover, and as I jumped out of the truck, I 
heard 1he female bird calling them as she dropped onto the water aboul 60 
yards from the truck. At this lime, l noted lhe while head markings of the fe. 
male Bufflehead. She milled about in an open area, calling repealedly to her 
young, and I wa.s hoping that they would get through the 40 yards of jumbled 
vege1a1ion and into the water with the mother. It seemed like a daunting task 
for such tiny liule creatures. I should have stayed in the area to see if all went 
well for the birds, bul I drove on, wondering why the hen Bufflehead had her 
young so far from the edge of the protective pond area. I should have taken 
some time to look for the nest site, often a flicker nest hole. It's possible that 
there were more than three ducklings in lhe brood. 

This observation is apparently only the second definite breeding record 
for the Bufflehead in Soulh Dakota. SOSU research students Peskin and Ro
rah (South Dakotu Bird Notes 43:77) found a nest of six eggs in a Wood Duck 
nest box on 22 May 1991 at Oakwood Lake, Brookings County. These e� 
later successfully hatched. They also found a hen Bufflehead in a nest box in 
Lake Co. on 24 July of the same year, but with no evidence of egg-laying. 
Bellrose (Ducks, Geese, and Swt11is of North America 1976) writes that 
Bufflehead duck� begin egg-laying in the southern part of their range during 
the period 20 April through mid-May. So, ii is interesting lo report that I have 
observed Bufflehead ducks in northeastern South Dakota on 14 dates begin
ning with 23 June 1978. Most often these sighting were of one or two females 
with a singe male, but at times, groups of 5 tolO birds were seen. However, ii 
should be noted 1ha1 Bellrose says that Buffleheads do not breed until their 
second year. II seems quite possible that we have had Buffleheads nesting in 
the state some years before the first nests were found. Bruce Harri�, Box 605, 
Clear Lake, SD 57226. 
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BOOK REVIEWS 

FlELDFARE BIRD GUlDE COVgRS. Fieldfare, 873 Warwick Avenue, 
Warwick, RI 02888, phone: 888 529-1194, WW\\..licldfare.com. 

Usually books arc reviewed here. Instead, I am using this space to tell you 
about u new birding product, field guide covers by Fieldfare. These protective 
covers make a valuable addition to your birding equipment. Basically they are 
a tough, nylon cover into which you slip your field guide. Straps then allow 
you to throw your guide around your neck, along with binoculars, scopes, 
and, perhaps, lunch. The two covers reviewed here are slightly different from 
each other. 

The larger cover (Model 2002/$29.95) is designed for the Sibley Guide to 
Bird.v (but would also fit other larger guides, such as those to gulls or sandpi
pers). The book slips securely in10 the cover, which then zips closed. This 
provides protection from the element; and errant cups of coffee. A long 
shoulder strap assures that the Sibley guide, a book that was almost univer
sally criticized for being too large to carry in the field, always will be at your 
�ide as you tramp through the wild�. 

A smaller cover (Model 2001i$28.99) exactly fits a National Geographic 
Guide, or any of its competitors. Like the larger version, this cover ha� a re
movable neck strap. A few differences do exi�t between the models. The 
smaller model lacks a zipper, and is latched shut by a Velcro strap. Inside 
there are two compartments, one for the field guide and the other for a pen 
and a small-sized legal pad. Thus, hoth guide and note paper are automatically 
al hand. This cover also has a cu1c nylon, carrying handle across it� top, in 
case the birder's neck is fully attired. 

A big thumbs up for these two products. They are good looking, well
buill product<. Every birder should give serious thought to their purchase. 
I lere is the perfect gift for the birder who has everything. Check them out at 
the WEB site listed above. Dan Tallman, Northern State University, Aberdeen 
SD57401. 
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CHRISTMAS COUNTS 

2001-2002 
Compiled by Dan Tallman 

Aberdeen. 3 Jan 2002. Participants: 5. Low Temperature: 10" F (-12" C); High 
Temperature: 24° F ( .4o C). AM Weather: Clear. PM Weather: Clear. Com
piler: Dan Tallman. 

Badlands National Parlt. 27 Dec 2(Xl1. Participantl>. 4. 20-30° F. Clear. Com· 
piler: Eddie Childers. 
Brookings. 15 Dec 2001. Participants: 17. Low Temperature: 35° F (2" C); 
High Temperature: 42" F (6° C). AM Weather: Cloudy. PM Weather: Partly 
Cloudy. Compiler: Nelda Holden 

Burke. 22 Dec 2001 . Participanis: 27. Low Temperature: 20" F. High Tem
perature: 25° F. Weather: Partly Cloudy. Compiler: Richard A. Peterson. 

Hot Springs. No data. 
Huron. 18 Dec 2001 . Participants 15. 33-36° F (1-2° C). AM Weather: 
Cloudy. PM Weather: partly cloudy. Compiler: Carrie Schmidt. 
Lake Andes. 19 Dec 20()1. Participant�: 9. 15-24° F; (-9-+1° C). Am Weather: 
Clear. PM Weather: Partly cloudy. Compiler: Michael Bryant 
Madison. 14 Dec 2001. Participants: 8. Low Temperature: 20" F (· 7" C); High 
Temperature: 40" F ( 4° C). i\M Weather: Clear, PM Weather: Clear. Com
piler: Sandy Uecker 
Piedmont. 22 Dec 2001 Participants: 11 Party Hours: 37.2. Low Temperature: 
16" F (·90 C) High Tempernture: 24° F (-4° C) AM Weather: Cloudy,. PM 
Weather: Cloudy. Compiler Vic Fondy. 

Pierre. 15 Dec 2001. Participants: 19. Low Temperature: 32" F (O" C); High 
Temperature: 37° F (3° C). AM Weather: Clear; PM Weather: Partly Cloudy. 
Compiler: Doug Backlund 

Rapid City. 29 Dec 2001. Participant�: 14. Low Temperature: 7" F (-14° C); 
High Temperature: 22" F (-6° C). AM Weather: Cloudy; PM Weather: 
Cloudy. Compiler: Michael Melius 

Sand Lake. 21 Dec 2001. Participants: 9. Low Temperature: 22" F ( -6° C); 
High Temperature: 35° F (2" C). AM Weather: Cloudy, PM Weather: Partly 
<-1oudy. Compiler: William Schultze. 
Shadehill. I Jan 2002. Participants: 2. Low Temperature: Cf' F; High Tem
perature: 12" F (-11° C). l\M Weather: Cloudy PM Weather: Partly Clear. 
Compiler: Dave Griffiths. 

Sioux Falls. 15 Dec 2001. Participants: 26. Low Temperature: 34° F (1° C); 
High Temperature: 50" F (10" C). AM Weather: Cloudy. PM Weather: Partly 
Clear Compiler: Robb Schenck. 
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Spearfish. 30 Dec 2001. Participants: 16. Low Temperature: �  F (-13° C); 
High Temperature: 2'.3° F (-5° C). AM Weather: Partly Cloudy, PM Weather: 
Clear. Compiler Dan Bjerke. 
Sturgi�. 15 Dec 2001. Participant�: 25. Low Temperature: 26° F (-JO C); High 
Temperature: 3� F (4° C). AM Weather: Partly Cloudy. PM Weather: 
Ooudy. Compiler: Victor Fondy. 

Waubay. 18 Dec 2001. Participants: 8. Low Temperature: 2f1' F (-2 °C); High 
Temperature: 36° F (Zo C). AM Weather: Cloudy PM Weather: Partly Cloudy. 
Compiler: Laura Hubers. 

Yankton. 16 Dec 2001. Participants: 20. tow Temperature: 28° F (-2" C); 
High Temperature: 40" F (4° C). AM Weather: Clear. PM Weather: Clear. 
Compiler Juli Wilcox 

CW = count week. 
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� 
SEASONAL REPORTS 

The 2001-2002 Winter Season 
01 December 2001 to 28 February 2002 

Compiler: Robert F. Schenck 
422 N. Linwood Cl 

Sioux Falls SD 57103 

The Winter of 2001-02 can only be described as mild, with temperatures 
above normal and much less snow cover than usual. 136 species are included 
in this repcrt, which compares to the five year average of 129 and last year's 
severe wmler count of 121. Certainly, the return of the Red-shouldered Hawk 
to Pickerel Lake and the numerous reports of Goshawks, Gyrfalcons and 
Snowy Owls were a thrill to everyone. Many ducks remained in the state into 
January. The second and third sightings of Mew Gull were recorded. The 
third sighting of Iceland gull was entered. As in the previous three years, the 
six sightings closest to midwinter, 15 January, were included in this report. 
Sightings that would have been included in the new addition of The Birds of 
South Dalcota are bold. Species with many report� that are known to occur all 
period arc reported by county. Common species that occur throughout the 
state all period are not included. I should also note that Christmas Bird Counts 
are not part of this report and are reported separately in South Dakota Bird 
Notes. 

Pied-billed Cro� Only Report: 09 Dec Minnehaha RFS 
Western Cro� Only Report: Ot Dec Fall River (Angos1uro) (l) TJ 
Clark'> Cre� Only Report: 01 Dec Fall River (Angosturo) (2) TJ 
American White Petlcan Only Report: 02 Dec Brookin&11 JSP 
Doubte-cn""'" Cormorant All Repor1s: 0 I Dec Hughes JSC; 04, I 6 Dec Charles Mix RM; 22 

l:>ec Yankton OS; 23 Dec Charles Mix JSP 
Grut Blue Heron All Reports: 08 Dec Yank1on OS; IS Dec Hughes KM; 26 .Jan Lawrence 

APB 
Greater White-fronted Goose AJI Repons: 20 Dec S1anley JSC; 16 t·cb Yankton RBA; 23 

Feb Lake JSI'; 23 Feb Lincoln RFS 
Snow Goo..e Rcporlcd: 20 Dec Stanley JCS; 30 Dec (4) TJ; 08 Jan (4) JLB Lawrence; 13 Jan 

Union Bii; 18 Feb Kingsbury (I) OS; 22 Feb Clay (at lcasi 2 flocks of> 100) OS; 23 Feb 
Lake JSP; 23 Feb Charles Mix RM 

Ron's Coo>« All Reports: 20 Dec Stanley, 21 Dec Bro,..,. JSC 
Tundra Swan AJI Report>: 01 Dec Day WS; 08 Dec Union (M1ssoun Rover) (I 1m.) BH 
Wood Duck Alt Reports: all penod Pcnning1on JLB & TJ. 26 Feb Lawnnct AKll 
Gad•all Reported: all period Pennington JLB & TJ; 18 Dec Day WS; 01 Jan Perl<ins DCC; 

13 Jan Stanl•) K\1; 23 Feb Mmer JPS; 24 Feb Hual>cs K\1 
American \\igeoo All Reports: all period Pennington ll.B & TJ; 10 Dec S1anle) JSC; 13 Dec 

M1nnchah• RBA; 18 Dec Day WS 
American Black Duck Only Repor1: 09 Dec Minnehaha RFS 
Northern Sho>eler All Reports: 08 Dec Klogsbury JSP. 10 Dec Stanley JSC; 20 Dec Stanlt) 

(l) RDO 
Northern Pintail All Reports: 09 Dec Minnehaha RFS; 10 Dec Stanley JSC; 23 Feb Lake JSP; 

24 Feb H ughes KM; 25 Feb Stanley (4) RDO 
Creon-winged Teal Only Report: 08 Jan Meade JLB 
Canvasback Reported: 10 Dec Hughes JSC; t I Dec Pennington (3) JLB; 1 1  Dec Hughes KM; 

18 l)cc Day WS 
Redh .. d Rcporled: 13 l)ec Day WS; 26 Dec Hug hes KM; 12 Jan Pennington JLB; 20 Jan 

Pennington TJ; 06 Feb Pennington JLB; 23 l'cb Lake JSP 
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Ring-necked Duck Reported: 10 Dec Minnehaha RFS; 18 Dec Day WS; 02 Jan Pennington 
JLB; 20 Jan Pennmgton (5) TJ & TJ; 23 Feb L.al:e JSP; 24 Feb Huglles RDO & KM 

G,..11tr Saup All Report• 09 Ott Minnehaha RFS: 11 Dec (2), 25 Dec Stanley RDO 
Lesser Scoup All Report.: 08 Dec Kingsbury JSP; 09 Dec Minneh•ha RFS; 10 Dec Hughes 

JCS; 30 Dec Stanley KM; 23 Feb Lake JSP 
Surf Scoter All Reports: 03 Dtt Hughes KM & RDO; 08 Dec llugbes (l) TJ; 11 Dec 

HngbesKM 
Wblto·w°mged Senter Only Report: 11 Ott Charles Mix RM 
Long-tailed Duck All Reports: 06 Dec Charles Mix RM; 22 Dec Yankton OS; 10 Jan Charles 

Mix RM; 16 Feb Yunktoo RBA 
Bumehoad Reported: all period Pennington JLB & TJ, Charles Mix RM; 08 Dec Kingsbury; 

10 Dec Hughes JCS: 23 Feb Like JCS 
Common Goldeneye Reponed from Brookin3''-· Brown, Charles Mix, Day, Hughes, Meade, 

Minnehaha, Pennington, Perkin� and Stanley counties. 
Barrow's Goldeneye Reported: all period Pennington (Canyon Lake) (pr.) JLB & TJ; U D«: 

Cbarlff Mix RM 
Hooded Merganser All Reports: 01 Dec Hught1' RDO; 02 Dec, 20 Jon Pennington Tl; 05 Dec 

Day WS; 08 Dec Brookings JSP; 02, 20 Jan Pennington JLB; 23 Feb Miner ISP 
Common Merganser All Reports: all period Pennington JU3 & Tl, Hughes KM, Charles Mix 

RM; 13 Dec Minnehaha RBA; 18 Dec Day WS; 19 Dec Charles Mix RM; 25 Feb Brown 
SLS 

Red·breasted Merganser Only Report: 13 Dec Minneh•h• RBA; 18 Dec Day WS; 20 Dec 
llughcs JCS 

Ruddy Duck Only Report: 23 Feb J,al.e JSP 
Bald Eagle Reported from Beadle, Brown, Charles M1Jt, CuSICr, Day, Fall Ri•cr, Harding. 

Hughes, lfyde, Lale. l..a\\"Tencc, Lincoln, Meade, ,.11nnchaha, Pennington, Perkins and 
StanJcy ooun1ies. 

Northern Harrier Reported from Ouffalo, Charles Mix, Day, Fall River, Haakon. Harding, 
Lyman, �1cade, Miner, Pennington, Perk.ins, Stanley. Sully and Tripp countic� 

Shlrp-sbinned Hawk Reponed from Brown, Charles M.-, Hughe•. Like, Lmcoln, Me.>de, 
Minnehaha, Pennington and Tnpp oounu�. 

Cooper's Hawk All Reports: 01 Occ, 08 Jan Hughes KM; 06 Dec Stanley ROO; 20 l)ec 
Brown JCS; 28 Jan Meade APB 

Northern Goshawk Reported from Brown, Hughes, H)ck, Lake, Lincoln, Perkin" Potter and 
Sull) counu<S. First <ighting 09 Dec, last sighting 16 Feb with most sighting> 1n January. 

Red·shoulder<d llawk All Reports; 08 Dec (Lake Pickerel) Day RBA; 13 Jan Day RBA; 20 
Jan Day KM, RDO; 26 Jan Day .ISP; 02 Feb Day DAT 

Red-tailed Hawk Reeortcd from Brown, Charles Mix, Day, Fall Ri•er, Hughes, Lincoln. 
Meade, Mmer, Minnehaha, Pennmgton, Perk ms, Stan I•). Sull) and Tripp counties. 

t'emiginous Ha,.k All Repons: 01, 20 Jan Pennington JLB; 03 Jan Hughes ROO; 10 Jan 
llughes KM; 10 Jan Pennington TJ; 10 Jan Meade RFP; JO Jan (2). 16 Jan Meade EEM; 
12 Jan Jackson AKB; 19 Jan Stanley JSP; 24 Jan Sully, 18 Feb Stanley KM; 18 Feb 
HardingCEM 

Rough-legged Hawk Reported from Brown, Buue, Charles Mix, Cu>ter, Day, Fall R.-cr, 
Harding, Hughes, Hyde, Hu1ch1nson, Lawrence, Lincoln, >.ieadc, Minnehaha, Pennington, 
Perkin$, S1.anley, Sully and Tripp countjes. 

Golden Eagl• Reported from Brown, Charles Mix, Custer, Faulk, H1okon, Harding. Hughe,, 
H)de, Jones, l..ymon. Meade, Pennington. Stanley, Sull) 1nd Tnpp counhcs. 

Amtrican Ktt1rel Reported from Brown, Charles ,.1ix, Codington, Davidson, Fall River, Hu· 
kon, Hughe<, Hutchinson, Meade, Minnehaha, Yank1on Pennington, S1anley and Tripp 
counties 

Merlin Reported from Beadle, Brown, Day, Gregory, Hughes, Meade, Pennington, Perkin>, 
Spmk and S1anley counties. 

G)rfalcon Reported from 06 Dec Stanley (I) Tl; 16 Dec Stanley, 25 Dec Hughes ROO; 03 Jan 
S1anley (I ad.), 10 Jan Pennington (1) JLl3; 04, 31 Jan Lawrence REP; 13, 26 Jan Sully. 
16 Feb Stanley (I). Hughes (1) JSP, RFS; 18 Feb Stanley KM 

Prairie Falcon Reported from Buuc, Charles Mix, Codington, Hand, Harding. llughes, Lin
coln, \1eadc, Pen01ng1on, Perluns, Stanley and Sully counties. 

Gray Partridge Reported from Brookmgs, l lard1ng, Meade, Pennington, Perkins and Sully 
counties. 
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Sharp-tail•d Grouse Reported from Brown, Charle< Mix. Dai. Harding, Hyde, Meade, Pen
n1natton, Perkin,, Stan1ey and Sully counties. 

Gruttr Pni�01ick•n Rcporied from Hughes (KM & ROO) and Stanley (KM) counties. 
Wild Turkey Reported from Clay. Custer, Fall Rl\er, Gregor) Huding. Lake, �leade, Pen· 

n1ngton, Pcrkiru. and SWLIC) counties 
Amtrican Cool All Reports: all period Pennington JLB & TJ: all period Hughe< K.\i; 08 Dec 

Brool1ng' JSP: 09 Dec Minnehaha RFS 
Killdttr Only Rcpori. 18 F•b Mianehaha RBA 
Common !>nope All Report>: 01 Jan Pennington JLB: 19 J11 Meade (I) REP 
Amerle•n \\ oodc0<k Only Report: 23 Frb Yankton RBA 
Fnnklin'' Gull Only Report: 10 Dec Grant JCS 
8on1partt .. Gull Reported: 13 Dee Hughe. KM, 18 r>oc Fall Rive ( 18) JLB: 19 Dec Charles 

Mix RM: 21 Dec Charles Mix JSP 
Rlng-billtd Gull Reported: all period Hughes KM, ( harle� Mix RM, 01 Dec Pennington TJ; 

06 Dec, 01 Jon Stanley JLB; 09 Dec Minnehaha RFS; HI Dec Grant JCS 
HerrlnA Gull Reported: all period Hughes KM; 23 O.c Charles Mix JSP: 29 Doc Charles Mix 

RM; 01 J!ln Stanley JLB: 10 Jan Pennington ·1 J 
Thayer's Gull All Reports: 07 Dec, 1 8  Feb Hu�he< KM; 08 ()ee Hughes (1) T.J; 22 Dec 

Yankton OS: 08 Dec·ll Feb Hughe> RDO; 03 Jon Slanle)' JLB; 19 Jan, 16 Feb 
Hughes JSP, ID'S; 25 Jan Hughes OAT 

Gl1ucous Gull All Rcporis: 02 Dec. 18 Feb Hughe,, 26 Jan Sull) KM, 02 Dec (2), 03 Feb 
Hughe' RDO 

Fun,bn Colbrtd l)oH All Reporu.: 09 Ott, 27 Feb llught> KM: OS Jan Ptonington (2) 
TJ; 20 J•n Hui:J!es (7) JSP; 28 Feb Butt< 15-61 JLB 

'1ourn1nR Do•• All Reponsc 02. 10 Dec Hughe> K\I; OCI Dec Penn1n•· •n (I) TJ 
£a<tern Scrtteh·Owl Rcponcd from Charle> \I" RM, HuJhe' 1>..M. Stank) ROO 
Grul Horned 0 .. 1 Confirmed Br«0di11g. 21 Feb Cu''" (01'} JLB. 21 Feb Pennington (ON) 

JLB 
Snow) 0 .. 1 Reported from Brookings. Bro .. n. Charle> M"· Haakon. Hand. Hughe<. Hyde. 

King"bury, L1nco1n, �teade, �1innehaha. Pennington, Spink, Stanlc)· and SuJly counties 
.. al� 19 Feb L)man (9) RBA. 

U>nR· .. rtd 0 .. 1 All Report>: 05 Feb Stanlc) KM, 17 Feb Triw RDO 
Short· .. rtd 0 .. 1 All Reports: 10 Dec, 28 Feb Brown JCS: 14 Dec Lymon RDO 
Northern S1w·whet Owl All Repons: O� Jan Hughes RSA. 05, 21 Jan Hughes. 22 Feb Stanle) 

KM: OS Jan Hughes, 02, 22 Feb Stanley RDO; lQ J,1n llardmg CEM 
Rellt'<l Klngn,hu Reported : all period Charle> Mix RM; ,111 period Meade EEM: 31 Dec 

Stanley RDO; 06 Jan Hughes KM: 15 Jon Cu\lcr JI.fl, 18 Jan. 07 Feb Meade APB; 02 Feb 
Hughe' KM, 01> Feb Day WS 

Lewi''' Woodpecker All Reports: all period Meade (·1.M; 06 Dec Meade REP; 06 Jan Pen· 
n1ngton JIJ) 

Rtd·bollitd Woodpecker Reported from Brooking>, Charle> M"· Gregory, Hughes, Lincoln. 
Minnehaha and S1anley counties. 

YtllO\t·bellotd Sapwcker Only Repon: 03 �cb Gregor) R\I 
'>ortheni f1k:ker Reponed from Brooking,, Brown, Char cs \!ix, Fall Ri,·er, Gregory. 

Hughcs., l...a.\.e. l.Jnooln. �tcade. �tinr.ehaha, Pcnn1ngion. Pcrk1t' and Sta.nlc) counties. 
Pil••ttd \\oodpecktr All Reports: 20 Jan Roberts (near Hartford Bcaeh) K\1. RDO: 26 Jan 

Robert> JSP 
:-iorthern Shrike Reported from Bro .. n. Ch•rk' \1", D•l, Fal RI\ er, Hughe«. Hyde. Llnc:oln, 

L)man. �1cade, Pennington, Perlin_�, Stanlc). Sull) and Tripp oounhC>. 
Gn) J•> All report>: 06 Jan Pennington (I) JLB: (u•ter !>..II 
Pin)OD J•) All report>: 09 Dec \leade (2) JLB; 21 D.:c Mc .. dc Al>..11 
Clark'< 1'utcncker All Reports: 06 Dec, 21 F•b Cu,tcr !>..II 
Black-billed \lagpie Reported from Harding, Hugh•'· Ja�k,.,n. Lav.renoe. Meade, Pennington, 

Perk1n!t, Stanlc)' and Tripp countie�. 
Black·cappt'<l Chickadee Reported: 13 Feb excavating nest cavity (NB) RAP 
Red·brtU>led Nuthatch Reported from Brown, Charle> Mix. Clay, Cus1er, Day, Harding, 

Hughch, Luke, Lawrence, Lincoln, Meade, Minnehaha, Pennington, Stanley and Union 
counticit. 

Pykmy Nuthatch All reports: all period Pennington TBW; 14 Dec l'enmngton (Richland Loop, 
of! Ncmo Road) (3 or 4) JLB, RDO; 06 fan Penning1on (Canyon Lake) RBA 
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Brown Creeper Reported from Brookings, Brown, Charles Mox, Clay, Custer, Day Hughes, 
Lale, Lincoln, Meade, Pennington and Union councjcs. 

Canyon Wren Only Report: 03 Jan Meade AKB 
Winttr Wttn All Reports: 09 Dec Hughes RBA; 15 Dec Hughe, K\I; 10 Feb Meade AKB 
Am•riain Oipp<r Only Report: 3() Dec Lav.Tencc TJ 
Golden-crowned Kinglet All Report<: 14 Dec Day WS; 13, 26 Jan Hughes KM; 03 Jan, 07 

Feb Meade AKB; OS Jan Hughe> ROO; 07 Jan l'ennington (4) TJ; 12 Jan Lake JSP; 21 
Jan Brown JCS; 21 Jan Clay (2) OS; 02 Feb Brookings JSP; 10 Feb Brown OAT 

Euttrn Bluebird All Reports: 18 Dec (4), 01 Feb Tripp RAP; 14 Jan Gregory, 18 Jan Clwle• 
\1 « RM; 22 Jan Lincoln (7-3) RBA 

Mountain Bluebird All Reports: Meade EEM; 18 Feb Stanley ROO 
Townsend's Solitaln: Repor1cd from Brown, Custer, Day, Edmunds, Fall River, Harding, 

Hughes, Jackson, Meade, Pennin11ton, Perkin�. Stanley, Sully and Tripp counties .. , also 
reported 19 Jan Union RBA; 26 Jan Union OS 

Ameriain Robin Reported from Brown, Cbarles Mox, Cusier, Fall Ri.er, Huglx-, H)de, Jack 
«>n, Lake, La"rena:, Lincoln, Meade, Minnehaha, Pennongion, Perkin•, Stanley and 
Tnpp counties ... early migration reported on Union Coun1y week of I I Feb OS. 

Varied Thrush Only Report: 07 Feb Meade (I) EEM 
Cray Catbird All Reports: 17 Dec, 20 Jan Pennington (city springs Rapid City) (!) JLB 
Northem Mockingbird Only Report: 23 Feb Hu11hes (Farm Island) (1) EDS 
Bohemian Waxwing Reponed: 16 Dec Meade JLB; 02 Jan Perkins OCG; 29 Dec Hughe• 

ROO; OS Jan Hudong CEM: 06 Jan, 18 Feb llughcs KM 
Cedar Waxwing Reported from Charles Mix, Day, Fall River, Gregory, Hughes, Hyde, Lake, 

Lincoln, Meade, Pcnningcon, Perkins, Stanley and Tripp counties. 
Yellow-rumpod Warbler All Reports: 08 Dec, 04 Jan Hugb•s KM; 16 Dec Fall River (3-4), 

21 Feb (Angostun Res.) (J-4) JLB: 19 Jan Union (1) RBA; 21 Jan Hugh .. (2) ROO; 
17 Feb Lincoln Rl-'S; 23 Feb Yankton RBA 

Song Spam>w All Reports: 17 Dec. OS Jan Pennington (I) JLB; 04, 19 Jan. 2A Feb HulJhe' 
KM, 27 Jan Hult)les ROO; 17 Feb Meade (2) REP 

Swamp Sparrow AiT Reports: 13, 18 Jan, UI hb Hughts KM; 27 Jan Hugh e• (I) RDO 
Harris'< Spam>w All Reports: 02 !)cc Stanley, 31 Jan, 16 Feb Hughes KM; 06 Dec Charles 

\lix RM; 25 Dec Stanley ROO; 0 I Jan Perkins OCG; 13 Jan Lake JSP 
Wlut...:rowned SpatTOw All Report> 01 Dec Sta olei (I), 18 ... b Hughes 1141 RDO; 02 Dec. 

10 Ftb (S), 24 hb (10) H11gbt1 KM 
Lapland Longspur Reported from Day, Hughe•, Hyde, Kingsbury, McCook, Penningron, 

Perkins and Stanley counties. 
Snow IJunting Reported from Day, Hutchinson, Jones, Lake, McCoot, Pennington, RoberlS, 

Spink and Stanley countjes. 
North<m Cardinal Reponed from Cbules M,., H11glles, H)de, Lake, La" re >a:, Lincoln and 

\11nnehaba coun11c�. 
Rod-winged BlacldJlrd Reported: 18 Dec Day WS; 21 Dec Brown DAT; 25 Dec Brown JCS; 

01 Jan, 03 Feb Perkins DCG; IS Jan Fall River (5) JLB; 18 Jan Charles Mix, 18 Feb 
Gregory RM; 21 Jan, 15 Feb Stanley KM 

Westtm Mtadowlark Reported: 16 Dec Sully KM; 23 Dec Brown JCS; 01 Jan Stanley ROO; 
10 Jan Haakon (I) TJ; It Jan Meade (4) EEM; 12 Jan Slllnlc) AKB: 05 Feb Penning1on; 
16 Feb Hul!hcs KM ... also reported from Charles Mix, Lincoln and Tropp counties. 

Yellow·headed lllaekhird Only Repon : 20 Dec Brown JCS 
Rusty Blackbird All Reports: 11 Dec Roberts JCS; 18 Dec, I 9 Feb Day WS; 05 Jan Hughes 

KM 
Brewer's Blackbird Only Report 10 Dec Brown JCS, 02 Ftb Doy DAT 
Common Crackle All Reports: 12 Dec Lake JSP; 18 Dec Day WS; 31 Dec Stanley, 15, 21 

Jan, 27 Feb Hughes KM; 02 Jan, OJ Feb Ptrkios OCG; 13 Jan HugbeJ RDO 
Brown·headtd Cowbird All Reports: 21 Dec Brown OAT; 21 Jan C�ory RM 
Purple •lnch Reported from Brookings, Brown, Day, Hughes, llyde, Lincoln, Miner, S1anley 

and Union counties. 
House }loch Reported from Brown. Cbuics Mox, Day, Fall R1>cr, Grego')', H.rdong. Hughe>, 

Hyde, Lake, t...ncoln, Meade, Miner, Minnehaha. Pcnnmgton, Perkins. Stanley and Tnpp 
ooun1ies. 

Red Cro.»bilJ Reported from Custer, Fall River, Harding. t.1cadc and Pennington counties. 
Wblte-wlngtd Crossbill Reporled from Brown, Charles Mix, !larding, Hughe•, Lake, Minne· 
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haha, Pennington, Roberts, Stanley and Yankton oount1c�. 
Common Re<lpoll All Reports: 01 Dec Sianley RDO; 09 Dec, 28 Feb H)«le NS; 18 Dec, 14-26 

Jan, 28 F·cb Dai WS; 21 Dec Brown DAT; 05 Feb (25), IS Feb (2) Pcnmngton JIB 
Evening Grosbeak All Repons: 29 Dec, OS Jan Hughes KM; 30 Dec, 28 Feb Hughes RDO; 19 

Jan UnK>n RUA 

Species Requiring Acc•ptance By Th• Ratt Bird Roconh Commilltt 
Mtw Gull I Dec Hughe> JSP, RFS; 04, 1 1  Dec Hugh°' KM, OS, 06 Dec Hughes RDO: 22 Dec 

Yank1on (ad.) DS 
lc•l•nd Gull 17 Dec·I I Feb, 28 Feb S1anle) RDO; 21 Dec S1anlc>. 18 Feb Hughes KM; 03 

Jan S11nlcy JLB; 19 Jan, 16 Feb Hughes JSP, RFS; 25 Jan llughe� DAT 

Spttits Expected But Nol Reported Trumpe1er Swan (2), Pcrcg11nc Falcon, Ruffed Grouse, 
Northern Bobwhi1c (2), Black-legged Kittiwakc (2), Thrcc-1oed Woodpecker (2), Black· 
backed Woodpecker (3), Brown Thrasher (3), Whilc·lhroalcd Sparrow (2), Gray-crowned 
Rosy Finch. Pone Grosbeak, Cassin's Finch (3) 

Corrections to Previous lli.'itltS The following .sightin� should be omiued from the summer 
2001 rcpon, Vol. 53, No. 4: Brewer's Sparrow 02 Jul Meade (CF); Scarlet Tanager 15 Jul 
Pennington (ON). The following sigh1ing 'hould be added. Brewer's Blackbird 02 Jul 
Meade (Cl); Wc,1ern Tanager JS Jul Penning1on (ON) 

JLB Jocelyn Lee Baker 
APB AddiJ>On & Patricia Ball 
AKB Anna K. Ball 
DCG Dave & Carol) n Griffiths 
KH Kevin, Kris & Lewis Hachmeister 
BFrl Bill Hu�ker 
TJ Todd Jensen 
RM Ron Mabie 
CEM Charley Miller 
EEM Ernest E. Miller 
KM Kenny Miller 
RDO Ricky D. Olson 
JSP Jeffrey S. Palmer 
RAP Richard A. Peterson 
REP Randy Podoll 
RBA Rare Bird Alert 
SL.5 Sand Lake NWR Staff 
RFS Robert �. Schenck 
SS Sherr) Schevcr 
NS Nancy Showalter 
JCS Jerry C. Sianford 
EDS Eileen Dowd Stukel 
DS David L. Swanson 
DAT Dan A Tallman 
WS Waubay NWR Slaff 
TBW Tom & Brenda Warren 
MKZ Mick Zerr 
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New From the South Dakota Ornithologists' Union. 

Birds of South Dakota 

This all-new, third edj1jon includes every species currently known from the 
Slate, along with color photographs of every bird (including the extinct ones!). 
Cost is $49.95 plus $6.00 for South Dakota tax and shipping. 

Order yours from Dan Tallman, NSU Box 740, Aberdeen SD 57401. 

SDOU license plate stickers 
South Dakota now sells non-profit organization license plates and we have the 
stickers to make your car exquisitely adorned. The stickers identify you as a 
birder, which is often important when your automobile is encountered by irate 
landowners or Jaw enforcement officers. Stickers are only S5 a piece. The 
state actually gives you the special plates if you are due to get new plates, 
otherwise non-profit plates are only $10 at your county counhouse. 

Order yours from Robb Schenck, 422 N Linwood Ct., Sioux Falls 57103. 
Please include a self-addressed, stamped envelope. 

SDOU t-shirts 
A limited supply of SDOU !·shirts remain, sizes medium and large only. 
These arc long-sleeved Henley-type shirts with the SDOU Lark Bunting on 
the back. Not quite, but almost, one of a kind! Cost is a low $20.00. 
Order yours from Dan Tallman, NSU Box 740, Aberdeen SD 57401. 

SDOU membership 
Why not sign up a friend? Rates are on the inside cover of this journal. 
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