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”*x PRESIDENT’S PAGE

Last year or the Muwesom
lissserv, birders discussed whether or
not the Black-capped Chickadee
should be their state bird. The
Common Loon, the current Minne-
sota state bird, is absent during the
winter. To me it is ironic that they
are talking about changing their
state bird, as it breeds there and is a
native species, South Dakota, in its
econemically inspired wisdom, has
the Ring-necked Pheasant, a native
of China. as its state birg. [f any
state shoulgd be discussing changing | X
its state bird, in my opinion. it should be South Dakota. We might as well have a
chicken for our state bird, like Delaware and Rhode Island. Qur state chose the
pheasant because of sport hunting. [f we wanted to associate our state bird with
hunting, the Greater Prairie-chicken or Sharp-tailed Grouse, as native species,
would be preferable. Or we could pick a more profound bird. not associated
with hunting, such as the Golden Eagle, Prairie Falcon or Long-billed Curlew, to
name but a few. In my opinion (and not necessarily that of the SD@®U), any na-
tive species would be preferable to the Ring-necked Pheasant. Thank you for
allowing me to express my view. Todd Jensen, SDQOU President.
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DISTRIBUTION OF GRASSLAND BIRDS IN SOUTH DAKOTA

Kristel K. Bakker'
College of Natural Resources, Dakeia State University. Madison, SD 37042

JulieR. DeJong
Department of Wildlife and Fisheries Sciences. South Dakota State University,
Broekangs, South Dakota 57007

Kemneth F. Higgins
South Dakota Cooperative Fish and Wildlife Research Unit, USGS
South Dakota State University, Brookings, South Dakota 57007

Introduction

Grassland bird populations are declining faster and more consistently than
any other group of North American birds (Sesmson and Knopf 1996, Herkert
1995). Linked 10 the declines have been the loss and degradation of grassiand
habitats. Ecosystems of the aorthern Great Plains have been transformed from a
sea of grassland into fragmented agricultural landseapes characteriaed by large
blocks of cropland omerspersed with smaller, more isolated grassland patches.
Additionally, much of what remains is overgrazed or invaded by exotic species.
Fragmentation of grassland habitat may lead to decreased reproductive success
associated with increased predation and parasitism. Propostions of remaining
grassland in eastem South Dakota counties range from less than 10% to as
much as 80%, while western South Dakota sti]l contains more than 85% of its
original grassland habitat. However, western South Dakota is not immune to the
fragmentation. Four western counties converied from 500 to over 1,000 acres of
native grassland to agriculture in 2001 (K. Forman, pers. com.). Many grass-
land-dominated counties in eastern South Dakota aiso conveited more than
1,000 acres of grassland into agriculture. In all, 40,054 acres of previously un-
tilled land was converted o agricultural uses in South Dakota in 2001 (K. For-
man, pers. com.).

Increasing attention is being given to grassland endemic species because of
their declining population w=ds and the continued loss of grassland habitat.
Recent research indicates that grassland patch size and composition of the sur-
rounding laidscape (Winter and Faaborg 1999, Bakker et al. 2002) may intlu-
ence the occupation, abundance, and nest success of some grassland bird spe-
cies (Johnson & Temple 1990, Herkert 1995, Winter & Faaborg 1999, Dejong
2001, Bakker et al. 2002). Grassland birds classified as area-sensitive species
(i.e., their occurrence and/or density is lower in small versus large grassland
patches) in all or part of South Dakoa include the Grasshopper Sparrow, Dick-
cissel, Upland Sandpiper, Savannah Sparrow and Sedge Wren (Bakker et al.
2002, Delong 2001, Bakker 2000). [n addition, Clay-colored Sparrow and
Sedge Wren occurvence was positively related to an increase in grassland habi-
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tat in the landscape surreunding a surveyed patch (Bakker et. al 2002, Bakker
2000). Declining population trends and increasing fragmentation prompted us
to question if grassland bird occurrences by county have changed between
1988-1993 and 1997-2000. In this paper we will present data on grassland bird
distributions by county and compare them to data presented in the Breeding
Bird Atlas (Peterson 1995).

Methods and Study Area

We completed two studies to determine habitat, area and landscape require-
ments of’ grassland obligate species occurring in eastern (n=380, Bakker 2000)
and western {n=125, DeJong 2001) Seuth Dakota during the breeding seasons ef
1997-1998 and 1999-2000, respectively. Sample sizes per ceunty ranged frem |
to 28. Grassland patches were surveyed in 4| of 44 counties in eastern South
Dakota and 18 of 2] counties in western South Dakota (Fig. 1).
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Grasslands in eastern South Dakota consisted of those found on Waterfow]
and (Game Production Areas and were not actively managed during the breeding
season, hut may have been mowed, burned or grazed prior to (he bresding sea-
son. Western South Dakota grasslands were surveyed primarily en private lands
and were either tdle or grazed during the breeding season.

Birds were surveyed using fixed-width belt transects and systematic
searches of the entire grassiand patch. Presence was confirmed by visual and
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audible detections of a species in the surveyed grassland patch. Information on
singing males, adults carrying food and detected nests were also recorded. The
detection of a species in a single grassland within a county was used as an indi-
cation of presence during the breeding season within that county. We do not
present data on large-bodied birds (e.g., Long-bilied Curlews. Short-eared Owls,
Northern Harriers, etc.) because our methods were designed to survey passcrine

species.

Dwcussion and Cenclusions

These studies provide comprehensive data for the occurrence of grassland
birds in nearly every county in South Bakota. The only other data that cover a
large portion of the state are found in the South Dakota Breeding Bird Atlas
(Peterson 1995). Even though our studies were designed to assess the effects of
lecal and landscape level attributes on grassland birds, the results can be useful
in determining changing bird distributions. Although an equal number of sam-
ples was pot obtained from every county (¥ig. 1), in many cases the counties
with the highest survey numbers did not have the highest species richmess esti-
mates (Table ). Fewer than three grasslands were surveyed in some counties,
however, we were able to detect the occurrence of some bird species in counties
where they had not been previously recorded during the breeding season (Peter-
son 1995).

Table 1. Grassland bird cocurrence/absence { 1/0) by county in South Dakota.

WEME=Wcstesn Maadowlaik, GRSP=Grasshopper Spairow, BHUO=Brown-headed Cowbird.
UPSA=Upland Sandpipcr. BOBO=Bobdolink. CHLO=Chestnut-collared Longspur. LABU=Lark
Bunting, HOLA=Homed Lak, SEOW=Shurteared Owl. BASP=Baird's Spavuw,
SASP=Syvanpah Sparrow, CCSP=(layvcolorcd Sparrow, 10 U=l.ong-hilled Curlew,
SE WR=Scdge Wren, DICK=Dickeissel. VESP=Vesper Sparrow, NOHA=Northetn Hatier
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®ur results were similar te the South Dakota Breeding Bird Atlas (Peterson
1995) for Western Meadowlarks, Bobolinks, and Grasshepper Sparrows (Figs.
2-4). Petersen (1995) lists the Western Meadowiark as abundant and wide-
spread. in our studies, Western Meadowlarks were detected in every county we
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surveyed in both eastern and western South Dakota (Fig. 2). Bobolinks were the
most irequently occurring and abundant grasslang bird in eastern South Dakota,
being detected in every surveyed county (Bakker 2000) (Fig. 3). In western
South Dakota, we detected Bobolinks in Harding County, a distribution exten-
sion to that in the Sowth Dakota Breeding Bird Atlas. Grasshopper Sparrows
were found throughout the state, as indicated in the atlas (Fig. 4). Grasshopper
Sparrows were detected on 99% of all western South Dakota grasslands and in
every county surveyed (DeJong 2001), while they were observedin 30% of east-
em South Dakota grasslands (Bakker 2000). The relatively unfragmented
grasslands of western South Dakota also correspond to the center of their range
(Sauer et al, 2001). Upland Sandpipers were found in every county surveyed in
western South Dakota and approximately one half of counties surveyed in east-
ern South Dakota, similar to the results of Peterson (1995) (Fig. 5).

Peterson (1995) characterised Sedge Wrens as uncommon and limited, with
0o detections ceporied in western South Dakota. Sedge Wrens were the second
most frequently occurring and abundant grassland bird in eastemn South Dakota
and were dctected in all surveyed counties (Bakker 2000). Sedge Wrens were
also found in four western South Dakota counties (Fig. 6). Our results indicate
that Sedge Wrens are more common and widely distributed than previously
documented. This result could be due in part to the relatively wet years in which
birds were sucveyed during this study. Savannah Sparrows also appear to have
an expanded distribution in South Dakocta. Savannah Sparrows were detected in
10 additional counties, Charles Mix, Douglas, Aurora, Union, Minnehaha,
McCook, tHanson, Miner, Walworth and Corson, in our study as compared to
Peterson {1995) (Fig. 7). These additional counties cormespond closely to areas
in which the Savannah Sparrow is exhibiting positive population trends (Peter-
john and Sauer 1999).

The Clay-colored Sparrow was detected only in eastern South Dakots in our
studies. We found this species in four counties (Broekings, Hamlin, Beadle. and
Hand) where it was previously undetected (Fig. 8). Our detected breeding range
for the Clay-colcred Spartow was eearly identical 1o that depicted in The Birds
of South Dakota (Tallman & al. 2002, SDOU 1991). Baird’s Spastows were
detected only in Harding, Butte and Corson counties, corresponding to a more
nocthern distribution and simitar to the results of Peterson (1995). Le Conte's
Sparrows were detected only in the eastern South Dakota counties of Union and
Lake, two counties where they were not previously observed. This finding could
be due in part to the wet years experienced in 1997-1998.

Six species were detected in fewer counties than indicated in the Sowrh Da-
koiu Breeding Bird Atlas. These results should be interpreted cautiously as 10
counties had fewer than three grasslands surveyed. We did not detect Horned
Larks in five counties surveyed in westemn South Dakota and they occurred in
only three counties in eastern South Dakota (Fig. 9). Peterson (1995) shows that
Horned Larks occur in every county in South Dakota. Eastern South Dakota
study sites consisted predominantly of medium to tail and dense grassland cover
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(Bakker 2000) and Hormed Larks prefer very short grass and cropland habitats.
Lark Buntings were aiso not detected in our studies 10 the extent they were pre-
viously (Fig. 10). They were found in only nice counties. all in western South
Dakota. In eastern South Dakota, Dickcissels were detected on grasslands in all
but six northesstern counties (Fig. 11). Dickcissels were observed in seven
counties of western South Dakota (Tripp, Peanington, Gregory, Lyman, Coison,
Stanley and Bennett). These covnties either border the west side of the Missouri
River or have increased agriculture (Bennett and Pennington). Dickcissels often
select habitats with tall, dense vegetation, such as that found in hayfields. Chest-
nut-collared Longspuis were not detected in eastern South Dakota grasslands,
likely due to their preference for short vegetation. This species was found in
three counties (Gregory, Lyman, and Jones) in western South Dakota where it
was not previously recerded by Peterson (1995) (Fig. 12). Brewer's Sparrew,
more of a sagebrush species, was lecated only in Marding County. ®ur study
sites did not encompass sagebrush habitat (Delong 2001).

Recent surveys of birds over large landscapes in eastern and western South
Dakota indicate that nine species were detected in different (increased or de-
ceeased) areas than previously repocted during she breeding season by Peterson
(1995). This finding suggests that some species may be changing their distiibu-
tional ranges, possibly a result of conticental population declines, yearly weather
variation. and/or loss of breeding habitat. We recommend that extensive surveys
such as ours be completed periodically within a variety of habitats as a measure
of species occurrence variability on at least a county-by-county scale.
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_}L 3 < Fig 2. Western Meadowlark
' 3 occurrence by county in
o ful ~1 South Dakota. Black coun-
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i .} | ﬁ Fig 3. Bobolink occurrence

. . = (shaded gray) by cownty in

s p :ﬁ South Dakota. Black coun-
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Fig. 4. Grasshopper Spar-
row occurence  (Shadaed
gay) by cowty in Souah
Dakota. Black coumhes indi-
cate those where a0 swrveys
were conducted.

Fig. §. Upland Sandpiper
occurrence (shaded gray) by
county in South Dakota.
Black counties indicate
those where no surveys
were conducted.

Fig. 6. Sedge Wren occur-
rence (shaded gray) by
county in South Dakota
Black countics indicate those
where no surveys were con-
ducted.

Fig 7. Savammh Spasrow
oecurmence (shaded gray) by
county in South Dakota
Black counties indicate those
where no surveys were con-
ducted,
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Fig. 8. Clay-colored Spar-
row occurtence  (shaded
gray) by county in South
Dakota. Black coumies indi-
cate those where no Survevs
were conducted.

Fig. 9. Horned Lark occur-
tence (shaded gray) by
county in South Dakota.
Black counties indicate these
whete no surveys were con-
ducted.

3 2 < Fig 10. Lark Bunting eccur-

; = rence (shaded gray) by
e - county in South Dakota.
' Black counties indicate those
where no surveys were con-

ducted.
= : :_i Fig. 11. Dickcissel oocur-
rence (shaded gray) by
L —J t— county in South Dakota.
e Biack counties indicate those
where no surveys were con-
ducted.
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Fig 12. Chesinut-collared
l.ongspur occusrence (shad-
ed gray) by ceunty im South
Dakota. Black counties
indicatc those wheec no
surveys werc conducted.
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‘% GENERAL NOTES

FIRST WEST RIVER GRAY CATBIRD WINTER RECORD. On 17 De-
cember 2001, | was scouting for species that might be recorded on the upcoming
Audubon Christmas Bird Count at Wilderness Park (formerly known as City
Springe Park) in Rapid City, Pennington County. As | was “spishing,” a dark
gray bird with a black cap and rusty undertail coverts popped up out of a dense
thicket located next to one of the small springs in the park. | immediately recog-
nized the bird to be a Gray Catbird. It disappeared into the thicket after a minute
or two and was not seen agein that moming. | visited the park several times after
17 December, but did not see it again until 15 January 2002. On that date | was
birding with Pat Quyle, also of Rapid City. We both observed the bird briefly in
the same thicket as the December sighting. T he only other winter records in the
state for the Gray Catbird were in the East River area and inciuded sightings on
the Piestre and Sioux Falls Chistenas Brd Counts. This cecord is the first for the
area west of the Missouri River and the latest winter date for the state. Jocelyn
Lee Boker. Rapid City, South Dakota 57702.

CAROLINA WREN IN VERMILLION'S CRAWFORD WOODS. Craw-
ford Woods is an undeveloped, 25-acre wooded ravine that extends almost a
half-mile into a residential neighborhood of Vermillion, Clay County, from the
river valley below town. Between at least October 2002 and mid Jjanuary 2003,
Crawford Woods was home for a Carolina Wren.

Birds of South Dakota (2002) classifies this wren as a casual visitor in the
eastern one third of the state, but lists only a few winter, spring and sumrmer
sightings. Swanson (1993. SDBN 45:60- 64) suggests that most South Dakota
records result from the postbreeding dispessal of juveniles from breeding areas
to the south. Cacolina Wrens nest periodically in Nebraska as far noith as the
Omaha area, Douglas County (Sharpe et al. 2001. Birds of Nebraska: 1heir
Status and Distribution. Umv. Nebraska Press, Lincoln).

1 first saw the Carol maWren on 12 Octaber 2002. The bird was creeping
around the trunk of a crab apple tree six feet from my house. [ saw it again on 6
December, Five days later in mid afternoon. Dave Swanson, Eric Liknes and Jay
Carlisle played a recetding of a Carolina Wren song in my backyard. Within
less than a minute, it flew up from Crawford Woods behind the house, perched
in the top of the crab apple tree, directly below the pleased birders, and sang. It
continued to sing occasionally until dusk.

It often sang early in the morning during the rest of December. For three
consecutive mormings, 16, 17 and 18 December, the wren sang for several min-
utes starting at about 7:30 am, at the very beginning of dawn. My last observa-
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tion was when it sang at 8:10 am on [2 January 2003.

My closest observations of the wren occurred when it visited a feeder hang-
ing from the eaves of my house. It seonal b0 be particular about i food, dis-
carding many seeds before choosing one. 1 never saw it eat the suet offeved on
the same feeder.

Although this casua! birder had never seen such a big wren before, %
wrenish ways were unmistakable. It crept along trunks and wee limbs, lookmg
for food. A llouse Sparrow once was foolish enough to land next to it on a
feeder. The wren jumped on the sparrow’s back and rode it to the ground. It
would sit on a feeder's perch and throw seed after seed after seed on the ground
in quick succession, just as 1’ve seen House Wrens obsessively clean twigs out
of a nesting box in the spring.

With its beautiful, unseasonable song and plucky behavior, the Carolina
Wren was a welcome visitor to Crawford Woods. Wherever it may be now, as [
write this in the depths of our winter, I wish it well. Mark Wetmore, PO Box 96,
Vermiltiion, SD 57069.

BALD EAGLE NEST IN MINNEHAHA COUNTY. During the swmmer
manths of 2002, Terry Soh) reporied seeng a pair of Bald Eagles along the Big
Sioux River in Minnehaha County. [ also was able to find these birds, but was
not able to locate a nest, mainly do so the lack of accessibility and the sumuner
foliage. | decided to wait until falt when I might have a chance to locate the nest.
| looked in the beginning of November, but was unsuccessfill. On [ December
2002, | found the nest in a large Cottonwood tree. With the help of LeRoy Be-
iningen, who farms the land adjacent to the nest, [ was able to get within 100
yards of the nest. LeRoy informed me that he had seen an adult eagle on the nest
the previous summer. He also had seen a “dark-headed eagle” on the nest. The
nest, approximately five feet in diameter, two feet deep and constructed of (ree
limbs 0.5™ to 1.5” in diameter, was located % of the way up the tree, built in a
large fork. It appeared to have a grass lining hanging over the top. This nest
represents the first nesting record for a Bald Eagle in Munehaha Courty.
Robert F. Schenck. 422 N. Linwood Ct., Sioux Falls 57042,

ABERDEEN BIRD BANDING: 2001-2002. The following list is a repeit of
my banding activities for 2001-2002 at my backyard banding station in Aber-
deen, South Dakota. I have made beld those species or numbers that 1 think are
of interest.

| had three notable recoveries. A Common Grackle (band 1453-71233) that
| banded on 26 June 2002 was recovered on | March 2003 in Frontenac,
southeastern Kansas. I recovered two of my juncos in winters more than one
year al'er they had been banded. A “Slate-colored” Junco was banded on 9
December 200! and recovered on 28 February 2003. An “Oregon™ Junco was
banded on 25 December 1999 and recovered on 24 November 2002.
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Species
Sharp-shinae Hawk
Coopor's Hawk
Broad-winged Hawk
Mowwing Oove
€Easten Sgeedh-Owl
Nortberu Saw-whel Owl
Downyy Waadpexker
Hairy Woodpccker
Yellow.shatted Flicker
Yellow-bellied Flycateher
Traill's Flyeatcher
Leust Flycatcher
Fastiern Phoebe
Blue-headed Virco
Warbling Vireo
Red-eyed Vireo
Bluc Jay
Purple Marin
Black<cappod Chickadee
Rea-bramad Nuthaich
Whito-dreasied Nubatch
Biown Crecper
House Wren
Winter Wren
Marsh Wrcn
Golden<crowned Kinglet
Ruby-crowned Kimglet
Veary
Gray-checked Thiush
Swainson's Thrush
Hermit Thrush
Amcrican Robin
Gray Catbird
Brown Thvasher
Eusopcan Starling
Cedar Waxwing
Goldes-winged Warbler
Tancses Waibler

ned Wardles
Nashvillc Waibler
Ycllow Warbler
Chestut-sided Warbler
Magmolia Warbler

M;_&_zabWO\—m;;NNAwo;o——g
-

Q= =
oo
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4

Dan Tallman, Northern State University, Aberdeen SD 57401.

t3lack<throaied Bluc Warbler 2 1
Myrtle Waibler 12 28
Black<hr. Greon Warbler | (4}
Palm Warbler 1 0
Ba)-breasicd Wazbler 2 0
Blackpoll Warbler 5 3
Black-and- While Warbler 17 17
Amcrican Redstart 19 12
Ovenbird 39 43
Northetn Walerthrysh 5 10
Connceticot Warbler 4 0
Mourning Warbler 15 13
MacGillivray’'s Warbler 2 1
Comnmon Yellowthroat 3 1
Hooded Waibler 0 i
Wilson's Warbler 8 6
Canada Warbler 11 0
Y ellow-dreasted Chat 1 2
Sponted Towhee 1 0
Amctican Troe Spastow 0 4
Q)i pping Spavow 20 25
Clay-colored Spasrow 12 6
Song Spastow 1 1
Lincoln's Sgarrow 0 23
Whitc-throeted Sganow 8] 53
Hams’s Sparrow 1 6
Whilecrowncd Sparrew 1 2
Slatoocolored Junco 236 316
Oregon Jurco 5 1
Northern Cardingl 1 ()
Rosg-breasted Grosbeak 1 ¢
Red-winged Blackbird ] 3
Common Cirackle 78 137
Brown-headed Cowbird 1 0
Orchard Oriole 0 4
Puple Finch 6 9
Howse Fiach 162 241
White-winged Crossbill 0 1
Caovnon Redpol (] 3
Pinc Siskin 84 19
Amexican Goldbindh 84 119
Hoauxe Sparrow 4 9
Toeal 1514 1807
JUNE 2003
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CHRISTMAS COUNTS

2002-2003
Compiled by Dan Tallman

Most of these data are taken from the Natienal Audubon’s Web site:
http://www.audubon.org/bird/cbe/ or trom individual compilers for those few
sites which are not submitted to the National Audabon Society. in the following
acoount, cw indicales species seen during the count week, but not during the
actoal count. Readers are cautioned that these data are unreviewed by either the
National Audubon Society or by the SDOU. Official count data can be obtained
from the Audubon Web site. Birds reported as unidentified species are nol
included in this repos.

Aberdeen: Osc 21, 28)12. Number of Paiticipants; 4 (+ | @ feeders). Low Temperature: 23 F
(-5 C). High Tempcratre: 27 ' (-3 C). AM Weather: light snow. PM Weather: clewr,
Compiler: Oan Tallman.

Badlands. Decc 23. 2002 Number of Panticipamis: 4 (+ | @ eeders). Low Temperalure: (0 F (-
12 C); High Tamperawure: 25 F (4 C). AM Weather: Clear; PM Wealler: Pastly Cloidy.
Compiler Eddic Childers.

Brookings. ®ec 14, 2002. Number of Pasticipants: 19 (+ 3 @ fecders). Low Temperature: 23 F
(-5 C): Hgh Tempeture: 50 F (10 C). AM Weathes: clear, PM Weather: Clear.
Compiler: Nelda Holden.

Burke. 21 Decevober 2002. Number of Paiicipants: 3. Low Tempevarwe: 22 F. High Tem-
perature: 40 F. Weather: partly cloudy te clowdy, Compiler: Richard A Peerson.

Hot Springs. 14 Docember 2002. Number of Participants: 7. tow Temperature: 24 F. High
Temperature: 52 F, Weather: Moslly suany.

Haroa: Dec 17, 2002. Number of Participants: 11 (+ 3 @& Gxdars). Low Tempeatne: 32 F (0
C). High Temperatwre: 38 F (3 C). AM Weslher, Foggy; PM Weather: Light rain. Com-
piler: Karrie Schmidl,

Lake Andes. Dcc 31, 2002. Number of Panicypants: 7 (+ 1 @ fecders). Low Temperature: 35
F (2 C). High Temperaure: 55 F (13 C). AM Weaiher: Patly Cloudy. PM Wealher: Partly
Cloudy. Compiler: Michael Bryam.

Madisoa. Doc 17, 2002. Number of Participants: 5. Low Temperature: 30 F (-1 C); High Tem-
persturc: 40 F (4 C). AM Wcather: Uleudy, PM Weather: light 1ain. Conpiler: Sandia
Uccker.

Piedosont; Dec 21, 2002. Number of Participants: 11 (+ 3 @ &uders). Low Temperanme: 14 F
(-100): High Tampevatwre: 35 F (2 C). AM Weahar: Patly Cloudy; PM Weahar: Partly
Cloudy. Compiler: Addison Ball.

Perve Dec 23, 2002, Number of Panticipants: 15(+ 1 @feeders). Low Temperature: 17 F (-8
C); High Tcmperature: 24 F (-4 C). AM Weather: Clear; PM Weatlier: Light snow. Com-
piler: Doug Backlund.

Rapid City. Dec 28, 2002. Number of Participams: 15 (+ 2 @ feedors). Low TovpTanre: 45
F (7 C); High Tempoanur: 5T F (14 C). AM Weather: Paitly Clowudy; PM Weather: Parily
Cloudy. Compiler: Michael Melius.

Sand Lake. Dac 20. 2002. Number of Participants: 5. Low Temperature: 22 I (-6 C); High
Temperature: 31 F (-1 C). AM Weather: Light snow. PM Weather: Cloudy. Coinpiler:
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William Schultac.

Sious Falls. Dec 14. 2002, Number of Participants; 17 (+ 3 @ feeders). Low Temperature: 23
F (-5 C). High Tcmpeature 54 F (12 C). AM Wealher; Clear. PM Weathar. Clear. Com-
piter. Robent Schvenck

Spearfish. Dec 29, 2002. Number of Paticipants; 7. Low Tamperatwe: 50 F (10 C); High
Temperatuze: 61 F (16 C). AM Weathar: Partly Cloudy: PM Weaha~ Clear. Cowpiler:
Daniel Bjerke.

Sturgis. Dec 14, 2002 Nwnbey of Panicipants: 12 (+ 3 (@ fe=xders). Low Tereperanac: 32 F (0
C): High Tcmperatwse: 50 F (10 C). AM Weather: Patly Cloudy. PM Weather: Partly
Cloudy. Compiler: Victor Fondy.

Waabay. Dec 17, 2002. Numbey of Participanis: 7. Low Temperature: 24 F {-4 C). High Tem-
perature: 31 F (1 C). AM Weather: Partly Cloudy; PM Weathez: Light 18in. Conpiler:
lavra llubcrs.

Wilmat. 3 Jasuacy 2003. Numbcr of Participants: 8. Low Temperature: 30 F. High Tempera-
ture; 40 F. Wcather: Mostly sunny. Comnpiler: Bruce | lumis,

Wind Cave. 15 December 2002. Numbcr of Panicipants; 13. 1.ow Tcmperature: 46 F. lligh
Temperaturc: 57 F. Weather: Mostly sunny. Compiters: Dan Roddy, Barbara Muenchau.

Yarktoa. Dec 15. 2002. Number of Farticipants: 14 (+ 3 @ feeders). Low Temperatre: 33 F
(1 C): High Temperature:42 F (6 C). Weathcr: Clear. Conprler: Juli Wilsox.
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‘*% SEASONAL RE PORTS

The 2002-03 Winter Season Compiler: Robert F. Scheick
] December 2002 to 28 February 2003 422 N. Linwood Ct.
Sioux Falls, SD 57042

The winter of 2002-03 can be described as mild and dry. This repott includes

127 species, which compares to the S-year average of 130. Noticeably absent

were [inches. Red Crossbills, Common Redpolls and Pine Siskins were not

reported in ocoomal numbers. There were no observations of Gray-crowned Rosy

Fuoxh, Pine Grosbeak, Cassn’s Finch and White-winged Crossbill. Sparrows

and Blackbirds are well represented with all species expected lingering into

winter. Mild weather may also be responsible for the number of species being

reported that are considered rare, casual and accidentat in winter. Gyrfalcons

were again relatively easy to find and they are starting to attract the attention of

birders from surrounding states. The six sightings closest to midwnter, 15

January, were included in this report. Sightings that would have been included

in the new addition of Birds of Svuth Dakota are in beld print. Species with

many reperts and known to occur all period are reported by county. Common

species that occur throughout the state all p¢riod are not included. Christmas

Bird Coustts are not part of this report and are reported scperately in this ‘issue

of South Dakota Bird N ezes.

Commeon 1.00n Only Report: 16 Dec Hughes RDO

Western Grebe All Reports: 1 Dec Hughes XM, 14 Dec Lake JSP

Double<crested Cormorant All Reports: 13 Dec Yankton SVS. 14 Dec, Dec 22 Min-
nehaha (1) MKZ

Great Blue Heron All Reports: | Dec Charles Mix RM; 14 Dec Minnehaha RFS; 7
Jan Yankton SVS

Greater White-fronted Goase All Repeits: | 3 Bec Lake JSP; 18 Jan Lake JSP, RES

Snow Goose Reported: 5 Dec Lake DAT; 14 Dec Minnehaha {{) MKZ; 28 Dec. | Feb
Yankton SVS: 18 Jan Hamlin (8) JCS, 18 Jan Cake JSP, RFS; 21 Jan lawrence
JLB; 11 Feb Stanley RDO & KM, 13 Feb Lawrence AKB

Ross’s Goose All Repoits: 13 Dec Lyman JSP; 3 Jan Hughes RO

Wood Duck All Reports: all period Pennington JLB; all peried Minnehaha RCS; 16
Dec Yanktion SVS; 21 Jan lawrence 3LB; 13 Feb Lawrence (5pr) AKB; 17 Feb
Stanley RDO

Gadwall All Reports: all period Peanington JLB; all period Minnehaha RFS; 16 Dec
Stanley {3) RDO; Il Jan Charles Mix RD; 14, 20 Jan Yankton SVS; 18 Jan
Stanley, 19 Jan Hughes KM

American Wigeon All Reports: all period Minnehaha RFS; all period Pennington
JLB; 9 Dec, L1 Feb Stanley RDO; 14, 23 Jan Yank#on SVS; 19 Jan Hughes KM

American Black Duck All Repofts: 10, 22 Feb Stanley KM; 1 | Feb Stantey RDO
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Nortbern Pintail All Repoits: | 8 Dec Hughes RDO; 31 Dec Charles Mix RM; 10, 23
lan Pennington JI1.B; 19 Jan Stanley KM: 11 Feb Stanley RDO; | | Feb Yankton
SVS

Green-winged Teal All Reports: 1, 23 Jan Yankton SVS; 13 Jan, 5 Feb MeadeAKB:
20 Jan Stanley KM; 28 Jan Stanley RDO

Canvasback All Rcparts: 12 fan Charles Mix RM; 19 Jan Stanley KM: 1| Feb
Stanley RDO

Redhead All Reports; 12 Dec, 20 Feb Yankton SVS; 22 Dec, | 9 Jan Stanley KM; | |
Feb Stanley RDO

Ring-necked Duck All Reports: all period Minnehaha RES; 21 Oce Miner JSP; 23
Dec-26 Feb Pennington JLB

Creater Scaup All Reports: 1 Dec Stanley, | Feb Hughes RDO; 22 Dec, 11,23 Feb
Stantey RDO

Lexser Seaup reported from Charles Mix, Hughes, Miner, Stanley and Yankton
counties.

Leng-tailed Duck All Reports; 7 Dac, 1 Jan Charles Mix (2) JSP, RES; 2% Dec,
29 Jan Charles Mix RM

Bufilehead Reporicd: all period Charles Mix RM,; all period Penningten JI.B; I. 31
Jan Yankton SVS

Comnon Goldeneye reposted $om Beown, Charles Mix, Edmunds, Gregary,
Hughes, Mcade, Pennington, Peckrors. Stanley and Y ankton counties.

Barrow’s Goldeneye Only Rcpom: 2ft percod Peaninglon (Canyon Lake) JLB

Hooded Merganser All Reporis: 2 Bec Stanley, 1 Feb Hughes RDO; |8 Dec, 8 Feb
Hughes, 19 Jan Stanley KM; 13 Dec-26 Feb Pennington JLB

Common Merganser Reposted: all period Pennington JLB; 23 Dec Yankton SVS; {7
Jan Charles Mix RM; 20 Jan Yankton SVS; 18 Jan Hughes KM; 24 Jan Pen-
nington AKB; 1 Feb Hughes RD®; 22 Feb Hughes JSP, RFS

Red-breasted Merganser Reperted: 9, 25 Jan Yankton SVS; 11 Jan Charles Mix
JSP, RFS: 12 Jan (2), |5 ¥cb Yankton BS; 10 Cob Stanley KM; 12 Feb Hughes
RD®

Bald Eagle reported fiom Bennett, Brown, Butte, Charles Mix, Custer, Fall River,
Gregory, Harding. Hughes/ Stanley (60+, DB), Lincoln, Meade, Minnehaha,
®ennington, Todd and Yankton counties.

Northern Harri'er Reported: || Jan Sully KM; |1 Jan Yankwon SVS; 14 Jan Custer
TBW; 17 Jan Charles Mix RM |8 Jan Fall River (2) JLB; 20 Jan Sianley RDO;
23 Jan Custer (1) JI.B

Sbarp-shinned Hawk reported from Brown, Hughes, Kingsbuiy, Lake, Lawrence,
l.in#oln and Meadc, Minnehaha, Pennington, Stanley and Yankton coumties.

Cooper's llawk reported from Charles Mix, Gregosy, Lincoln. Meade, Minnehaha,
Stanley and Yankton counties.

Northern Goshawk All Reports: 14 Dec Flarding CEM; 21 Dec, | Jan Hughes KM;
2! Dec Brown DAT; 18 Jan Stanley RD@®

Red-tailed Hawk reported from Brookings, Brown, Charles Mix, Custer, Fall River,
Gregory, llarding, Hughes. Lawrence, Lincoln, Lyman, Meade, Minnehaha and
Stanley, Tripp and Yankton counties.

Ferruginous Hawk All Reparts: 15, 28 Dec Harding CEM,; 11, 26 Jan, 9 Feb Stanley
KM; 14 Jan Custer (1) Pennington TBW; 20 Jan Stanlcy RDQ; 31 Jan Meade
AKB; 27 7cb Custer (1) JILB
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Rough-legged Hawk ceporied from Beadle, Brown, Charles Mix. Custer, Fall River,
Gregory, Harding, Hughes, Jones, Lawrence, Lincoln, Lyman. Meade, Penning-
ton, Perkins, Stanley, Sully, Tripp and Yankton counties.

Golden Eagle reporied from Brown, Charles Mix, Cadington, Custer. Fall River,
Harding. Hughes, Lawresce, Lyman. Meade. Moody, Pennington. Perkins,
Sianley, Sully and Tripp counties.

American Kestrel reperted from Brown, Charles Mix, Fall River, Hughes, Lincoln,
Meade. Minnehaha, Stanley and Yankton counties.

Merlin Rcported: 12 Jan Yankson DS; 19 Jan Hughes KM; 20 Jan Yankton SVS; 21
Jan Edmunds JDW; 14 Feb Meade EEM; 18 Feb Brown JCS; 21 Feb Stanley
RDO

Gyrfalcon All Reports: 14 Dec Hughes & Sully DAT; 22 Dec, 11 Jan Stanley, 19 jan
Hughes, 27 Feb Sully KM; 1 Jan Sully (1), 8 Feb Lyman (1), 26 Feb Sully (1)
DB; 20 Jan, 16 Feb Lyman RD@®; 22 IFeb Lyman JSP, RFS; 28 Feb 2 7 miles West
of Picrre (1-white morph female), 1 mile east of Hase (l-white morph male)
Bruce Harris

Prairle Falcon ceported from Browm, Custer, Harding, 1Lyman, Meade, Perkins,
Spink, Stanley, Sully, Tripp and Yankton counties,

Gray Partridge All Reports: all period Meade EEM: 15 Dec. 23 Jan Harding CEM:
15 Dec Yankton SVS; 24 Dec Perkins KM

Sharp-tailed Grouse ceported fom Beown, Charles Mix, Cusber, Harding, Hughes,
Lyman, Meade, Pennington, Perkins and Sully counties.

Grester Prairie-Chicken All Repoits: 9 Feb Hughes RDO; 22 Feb Lyman RFS; |1,
25 Jan Sully, 9 Feb Stanley KM

Wild Turkey reported from Brookings, Butte, Charles Mix, Custer, Fall River, Greg-
ory, Lawrence, Meade, Minnehaha, Pennington, Stanley and Yankdon counties.

American Coot All Reports: 1 Dec Yankton SVS; | Dec, | Feb Stanley RDO; 7 Dec
Yankton JSP; 22 Dec, 18 Jan Stanley KM; 23 Dec. 23 Jan Pennington JLB; 12
Jan, | Feb Charles Mix (7) RM

Killdeer Only Report: 16 Dec Yankton SVS

Wilson's Snipe Only Repost: 29 Dec l.awrence AKB; 23 Jan Meade EEM; 7 Feb
Yankton SVS

Franklin’s Gull All Regorts: S Jan Charles Mix SVS; 6 Jan Hughes RDO; 11 Jan
Charles Mis JSP, RFS & RD; 18 Jan Hughes KM

Bonaparte’s Gull All Repots: 7 Dec Charles Mix JSP; 15 Dec Chartes Mix RDO; $§
Jao Charles Mix SVS; | | Jan Charles Mix RM

Riag-billed Gull Reporied: |, 19 Jan Hughes KM, 5 Jan Charles Mix SVS; 11 Jan
Charles Mix JSP, RFS & RD; 15 Jan, 20 Feb Charles Mix RM: 1 Feb Hughes
RDO

Herring Gull Reported: 7 Dec Yankton JSP: 31 Dec Charles Mix RM; 1, 18 Jan
Hughes KM; 1 1 Jan Charles Mix JSP, RFS & RD, I Feb Hughes RD®

Thayer's Gull All Reports: 2 Dec (im.), 21 Dec (ad.), 27 Feb (im.) Staniey RDO; 7
Dec Charles Mix, 14 Dec Hughes JSP, 20 Dec, 4 Jan Stanley KM

Claucous Gull All Reports; 11 Dec, 3 fan Yankton SVS; 18 Dec, 2 Feb Hughes, 25
Feb Stank’y RDO; 4 Feb Hughes, 27 Feb Stanley KM

Eurasian Collared Dove Repoited: 5 Bec, 10, 20 Jan, | Feb Hughes KM; 15 Dec, 30
Jan, 8 Feb Yankton SVS; 14 Jan (1), 28 Feb(4) Charles Mix RM

Mourning Dove All Regorts: 12 Jan Yankton SVS; 8, 16 Feb Lincoln RFS
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Barn Owl Only Report: 2 Jan Stanley KM; 27 Jan Tripp RDO

Eastern Screech-Owl Reported from Brown, Hughes, Lake, Minnehaha. Stanley,
Sully and Yarktoa cousves.

Snowy Owl repoited tom Brown, Edmuonds, Haakon, Hughes, Lake. Lyman, Pes-
nington and Stanley counties.

Barred Owl All Reposts: 4 Jan Union (Big Sioux River near Richland) BFH; 8, 16
Feb Lincoln (Newton Hills) RES

Long-eared Owt A)] Reports: 8 Dec, 27 fan Tripp RDO; 15 Dec Yankton BFH: 5 Jan
Hughes, 25 Jan Sully (3), 8 Feb Sully (6) KM

Northern Saw-whet Owl A]] Reports: 9 Dec (3), 14 Dec (4), t2 Feb (4), 28 Feb (2)
Harding (Slim Buttes) CEM; 12 Dec, t2, 3t Jan. 26 Feb Hughes KM; 2 Jan
Hughes (i banded). 4 Jan Stanley (I banded) DB

Belted Kinglisher Repoited: all period Meade EEM; |7 Dec Pennington EEM; 10,
23 jan Pennington JLB; t2, 25 Jan Meade AKB; 12 fan Yankton (1), Clay (1)
DS; [4,20Jan Yankton SVS

Red-bellied Woodpecker reported from Brown, Charles Mix, Gregovy, Hughes, Lin-
coln, Minnehaha, Sianley and Yankton counties.

Yellow-bellied Sapsacker ®@nly Report: 7 Dec Lincoln RFS

Northern Flicker reported from Brookings, Brow,n. Charles Mix. Fall River, Greg-
ory, Hughes. Lake, Lincoln, Meade, Minnechaha, Pennington, Petkins, Stanley,
and Yank%oa counties.

Northern Shrike reported from Brookings, Brown, Custer. Fall River, Gregory,
Hughes. Lincoln, Meade. Stanley, Sully and Yankton counties.

Gray Jay reported from Custer, Lawrence and Meade counties.

Pinyon Jay All Repoits: 2, 13 Dec Meade APB; 14, 19 Jan Meade AKB

Clark's Nutcracker All reports: 21 Dec Meade AKB; 26 Feb Custer KB

Black-billed Magple reported from Custer, Gregoty, Harding, Hughes, Meade, Law-
rence, Pennington, Perkins. Stanley, Sully, Tripp, and Yankton counties.

Red-breasted Nuthatch reported from Brown, Custer. Harding, Lincoln. Meade,
Minnehaha, Penningson and Yankton counties.

Pygmy Nuthatch All Reports: all period Pennington (7) TBW; 11 Bec Custer (4)
RDO

Brown Creeper reported Gom Brown, Brookings, Chartes Mix, Clay, Custer,
Hughes. Lake, Lineeln, Meade. Minnehaha, Pennington, Union and Yankton
counties.

CanYyoa Wren All Repocts 3 Jan, 9 Feb Meade AKB; 6, 24 Jan Custer KH; 12 Jan
Penningtoo JL8B

Carolios Wren Alt Repos: 5 Dec Clay RDO, KM

Winter Wren Al Repore: 12 Dec. 23 Jan Lawrence (1) DB: 26 Jan Mcade AKB

American Dipper All Reports: 21 Dec Meade, 29 Jan Lawrence AKB; 23 Jan Law-
rence (2t) DB

Golden-crowned Kinglet Reported: 26 Dec Meade JLB; 3 Jan Meade AKB; 4 Jan
Lake JSP; 5 Jan Hughes KM; 14 Jan Yankton SVS; 3] Jan Brown DAT

Eastern Bluebird All Reports: | Dec Charles Mix RM; tt Jan Charles Mix {(6) JSP,
RFS

Townsend's Solitaire All Reports: 28 Jan Edmunds JDOW. | Feb Minnehaha JSP,
RFS...also reported from Custer, Fall River, Harding, Meade, Pennington and
Stanley counties.
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Amerlcan Robin reported from Brookings, Brown, Charles Mix, 18 Jan Fall River
(~800) J1.B, Cregosy, Haakon, Hughes, Lawrence, Lincoln, Meade, Mellette,
Minnehaha, Pennington, Perkins, Stanley and Yankton counties.

Northera Mockingbird All Repants; all period Chatles Mix (1) RM; 21 Dec Meade
(1) EEM, 7 Jan Meade AKS, DGP

Brown Thrasker All Reports: 15 Dec Yankton BFH; 10 Feb Moody JCS

Cedar Waxwing reported from Brookings, Brown, Charles Mix, Gregay, Hughes,
Lake, Lawrence, Lincoin, Meade, Minnehaha, Perkins, Stanley and Yankton
counties.

Yellow-rumped Warbler All Reports: 28 Bec Lincoln (1) RES; S Jan Yankton SVS;
12 Jan Hughes KM

Song Sparrow All Reports: 30 Jan, 9 Feb Hughes KM: 7 Feb Yankton SVS; 9 Feb
Lincoln RFS

White-throated Sparrow All Reports; 26 Dec Minnehaha RFS; 28 Jan Brown DAT

Hariis's Sparzow All Reports: 21 Dec Brown DAT. 7 Jan, 9 Feb Yankton SVS

White<rowned Sparrow All Reports: 5§ Jawn-22 Feb Hughes KM; 7 San Hughes
RDO

Lapland Longspur reported from Clay, Custer, Haakon, Lawrence, Kingsbury, Lake,
Lincoin, Minnehaha, Perkins, Stanley, Sully and Turner counties.

Snow Bunting reponied froso Brown, Charles Mix, Kingsbury, Lyman, Stanley, and
Yankton counties.

Nerthern Cardiral reported from Charles Mix, Hughes, Lake, Lincoln, Minnehaha
and Yankten counties.

Red-winged Blackbird Reposted: all period Clay (1) DS; 11 Ian Yankton SVS; 17
Jan Hughes XM: 18 Jan Fall River (30) JLB; 20 Jan Brown JCS; 25 Jan Lake, 8
Feb Moody JSP-, 16 Feb Lmcoln RFS

Westera Mecadowlark Reporied: 9 Dec Meade {1} EEM; 20 Dec Brown (1) SLS; 13
Jan Meade (5) EEM; 14 Jan Pennington {1) TBW; 8 Feb Lyman (23) DB

Yellow-headed Blackbird Only Report: 20 Dec Brown (4) SI.S

Rusty Blackbi'rd All Reports: 20 Jan Brown JCS; 25 Feb Stanley RDO

Brewer’s Blackbird Oaly Repost: 20 Dec Brown DAT

Common Grackte All Reporfs: 31 Dec Chartes Mix RM: 1 Jan Brown DAT; 3 Feb
HughesRDO

Brown-headed Cowbird Only Report: 20 Dec Brown (§) SL.S

Purple Finch reported from Brown, Hughes, Lake, Lincoin and Yankton counties,

House Finch reported from Browe, Charies Mix, Fall River, Hughes, Lake, Lincoln,
Meade, Meade, Minnehaha and Perk'ms countr'es.

Red Crossbilt All Reports: [ Dec, 28 Feb Custer KH

Common Redpoll A}l Reports: 1 Jan Perkins DCG; | FebMinnehaha JSP, RFS

Pine Siskin reported from Brown, Chatles Mix, Custer, Fall River, Hughes, Lake.
Meade, Minnebhaha, Pennington and Stanley counties.

Evening Crosbeak All Reports: 2. 9 Feb Hughes KM, 7 Feb Hughes RD®

Species Requiring Acceptance By The Rare Bird Records Committee

Bar-headed Goose 12, 24 Feb Yankton SVS (first state record)

California Gull 15 Dec Stanley AKB, DGP (second winter record)

Lesser Black-backed Gull 5 Jan Charles Mix SVS (few state records)
Hermit Thrush | Feb Minnehaha JSP, RFS (considered accidental in winter)
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Gray Catbird 8 Feb Lincoln {1) RFS (no late winter records)
Lincoln Sperrow 2) Dec Hughes KM (considered accidental in winter)
Smith’s Longspur 20 Jan Sully (1) DB (first winter record)

Species Expected But Not Reporéed

Pied-billed Grebe, American White Pelican, Trumpeter Swao (3), Tundra Swan,
Northern Shoveler, Surf Scoter, White-wi'nged Scoter. Ruddy Duck, Pecegrine Falcon
(2), Ruffed Grouse (2), Nocthern Bobwhite (3), Black-fegged Kiniwake (3). Shor(-
eared Owl. Lewis’s Woodpecker, Three-toed Woodpecker (3), Black-backed Wood-
pecker (4). Pileated Woodpecker, Mountain Bluebird. Variad Thrush, Bohemian

Waxwing, Gray-crowned Rosy Finch (2), Pine Grosbeak (2), Cassin’s Finch (4),
White-winged Crossbill

Note: Number in parentheses indicates number of years not reported.

Corrections to Previous I1ssues
The record: Lazuli Bunting 19-27 Jul Meade APB; should be added to Vol. 54, No.4

Contributing Observers

DB Doug Backlund RDO Ricky D. Oison

ILB Jocelyn Lee Baker ISP Jeftrey S. Palmer

APB  Addison & Patricia Ball SLS Sand Lake NWR Staff
AKB AnnaK. Ball RFS  Roberi F. Schenck

RD Rosemary Dracger SVS  Steve Van Sickle
DCG Dave & Carolyn Grifhths ICS Jerry C. Stanford

KH Kevin.Kris, Lewis Hachmeister EDS  Eileeo Dowd Stukel
BFH  Bill Huser DS David L, Swanson
RM Ron Mabie DAT Dan A, Tallman

CEM  Charley Miller TBW Tom & Brenda Warren
EEM  Ensst E. Miller JDW  }, David Williams

KM Kenny Miller MKZ Mick Zerr

SOUTH DAKOT A BIRD NOTES 55(2): 5% JUNE 2003




Rublishedity NONPROFIT

SOUTH OAKOTA ORNITHOLOG] TS NION U.S. POSTAGE

EDITOR: DA TALLMAN -~

NSU BOX 740 PAID

ABERDEEN D 57401 ABERDEEN, SD
PERMIT NO. 80

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED

SDOU WEB Page:
http://www.homepages.dsu.edu/palmery/sdou/sdou.html
SDOU listserv: ¢-mail Tallmand@northern.cdu




